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NEWS \ SEEING RED 





Whose Streets? Our Streets! 


Due to an awkward loophole, tech shuttles and private, for-profit transportation companies have been allowed to use 
S.F.’s expensive red lanes. Now, City Hall wants to change that. 


By Nuala Sawyer 


The issue of San Francisco allo- 
cating public spaces to private, for-profit 
companies is sadly nothing new — hello, 
Dreamforce and Twitter tax break — but 
in recent months a blatant display of the 
city catering to tech companies has 
drawn fresh attention. Transit-only 
lanes, which are easily identified by their 
fluorescent red-painted carpet, are 
meant to speed up Muni buses to better 
serve the city’s public transit riders. So 
far, Mission, Market, and Geary streets 
have them; 16th Street, Van Ness Ave- 
nue, and outlying Geary Boulevard are 
next. 

But due to a bizarre little loophole 
that interprets the word “transit” to 
mean a “vehicle that carries 10 or 
more people,” private tech buses and 
Chariot shuttles have thus far legally 
been allowed to take advantage of the 
lanes. While the San Francisco Munic- 
ipal Transportation Agency has yet to 
conduct any studies on their effects, 
it’s something of a no-brainer to as- 
sume that the millions of dollars spent 
creating these red lanes is more-or-less 
negated by the influx of tech buses, 
whose gargantuan double-decker vehi- 
cles number nearly 400 each day. 

At a City Hall hearing on Monday 
the issue of red transit-only lanes was 
front-and-center. Supervisor Sandra 
Lee Fewer, who called for the hearing, 
focused on who should use them, chal- 
lenging the SFMTA for not collecting 
data on whether or not this flexible 
definition slows down buses. 

It’s an issue that could drastically 
affect her constituents. After years 
of outreach and planning, the Geary 
Bus Rapid Transit Project is finally 
underway, which could speed up the 
38-Geary trip from Ocean Beach to 
Downtown San Francisco a full 10 
minutes — no small feat for commut- 
ers who live along the western edge 
of the city. But with the flexibility of 
the law as it stands, the pricey red- 
lane project could be a moot point if 
for-profit vehicles are allowed to flood 
its lanes. 

“With the red carpet lanes being 
shared by all the Chariots, with the 
shuttle buses that go along Geary 
Boulevard, I became increasingly more 
concerned that this public infrastruc- 
ture is being exploited by private in- 
dustry,” Fewer says. 

Supervisor Hillary Ronen has 
backed her up. 

“T know that our red carpets have 
been controversial in and of them- 
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selves, but Iam convinced that pri- 
oritizing Muni makes a lot of sense,” 
Ronen said. “But over the past few 
months I’ve learned that our red lanes 
are not always just for Muni — that 
they are being used by private bus 
companies that carry workers from 
apartments in San Francisco to jobs in 
the suburbs, private shuttles that offer 
selective routes for premium prices, 
casino tours, and more.” 

The issue of red lanes being used 
by vehicles other than Muni buses and 
taxi companies seems like a no-brain- 
er: Just ban tech buses and Chariots 
from using it, and be done with it. But, 
as with everything in San Francisco, 
it’s not that easy. Blocking for-profit 
companies from using the speedy lanes 
means reinterpreting the definition of 
transit, something that the SFMTA has 
taken all the way to the City Attorney’s 
office in an attempt to remedy. 

“We are not working to change the 
definition, we are working to clarify 
the definition,” says SFMTA spokes- 
person Paul Rose. “That may involve 
changing the actual language or it may 
involve just clarifying what the various 
references in the city code and the Cali- 
fornia Vehicle Code mean.” 

Based on Monday’s hearing alone, 
it appears the people of San Francisco 
are whole-heartedly behind this ef- 
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fort. Nearly two dozen people took to 
public comment, presenting a range of 
reasons that these lanes are being mis- 
used. Many of those who took the mic 
for public comment used the opportu- 
nity to challenge the existence of red 
lanes at all, drawing attention to how 
they affect local businesses. For them, 
the potential of these already-tricky 
lanes being used by for-profit compa- 
nies is a one-two punch. 

“We are seeing massive infrastruc- 
ture being built all over the city, with 
the primary purpose of speeding up 
Muni service. Small businesses have 
been shuttered due to the disruption 
caused by the infrastructure buildout,” 
says San Francisco resident Lori Lieder- 
man. “Neighborhoods are disrupted for 
months or years in order to speed up 
Muni. San Franciscans have supported 
bond measures to pay for filling pot- 
holes and improving our streets, only 
to see heavy tech buses and tour buses 
wear them down. The public sphere 
needs to be protected, not whittled 
away. 

The Mission Merchants Association 
spoke up in support of its businesses 
along the red corridor. As the SFMTA 
has not yet done an economic impact 
report on how these lanes (which re- 
quire the removal of parking spaces) 
affect local businesses, the MMA did 
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their own. After interviewing 350 
businesses, they found that 301 had 
reported a loss of revenue that they 
credit to the red lanes. Nearly three 
dozen employees have been laid off and 
14 businesses have closed. 

For the average transit rider, it’s 
hard to view these red lanes as any- 
thing but positive. After all, lessening 
our dependency on cars is undoubtedly 
a step forward as an environmentally 
responsible society. But the cost of such 
a decision should also not be glossed 
over. 

“My business is going down because 
people can’t find parking spaces,” says 
Silvia Ferrusquia, who, for the past 28 
years, has owned Latin Bridal at 2644 
Mission St. The store, which special- 
izes in gowns for quinceafieras, first 
communions, and weddings, is the 
last of its kind in the Mission. Because 
of that, families often drive long dis- 
tances to visit Latin Bridal — and due 
to the high value and large size of the 
dresses, which often have multi-lay- 
ered skirts, tend not to take public 
transportation. 

“We used to be eight or nine, now 
we are the last one left,” Ferrusquia 
says. ‘Soon we will probably be gone 
because of these red lanes and the way 
they affect us. They took four parking 
spaces on each block. Who’s going to 
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want to be driving around to have to 
purchase one thing? They have to go 
somewhere else to buy, maybe a mall. 
It’s really affecting us a lot.” 

Carlos Bocanegra, member of the 
United to Save the Mission coalition, 
points out that the red lanes are par- 
ticularly dangerous as their negative 
effects target unprotected populations. 

“Low-income, middle-income, and 
other vulnerable residents of San 
Francisco use and need public transit 
the most, yet we are ignored from 
these processes and left with a disin- 
vested and unreliable transit system 
that caters to the few instead of the 
many, he says. “Meanwhile, the MTA 
is bending over backwards for private 
corporations to target services geared 
to higher income people.” 

Red lanes are a divisive issue, and 
a loaded one for those who claim their 
entire livelihoods are threatened. But 
there is one thing that transit riders 
and small businesses can agree on — if 
there have to be red lanes, they should 
be for Muni buses and taxis only, not 
tech buses, TNCs, Chariot shuttles, or 
any privately owned, for-profit modes 
of transportation. 

Fewer heard that loud and clear at 
Monday’s hearing. 

“People have a deep affection for 
their public transit system,” she told 
Sean Kennedy, the Muni Forward 
Program Manager who was there as 
the voice of the organization. “The goal 
of public transit should be that public 
transportation is the main mode of 
transportation in San Francisco. 

“If the intent behind transit-only 
lanes is to increase reliability, then it 
is a reason to protect red lanes as a 
publicly-operated transit,” she added. 
“T would like to work with the com- 
munity and the SFMTA ... to clarify 
and protect red transit lanes for public 
transportation.” 

Unfortunately, the Board of Super- 
visors has limited power in determin- 
ing what rules the SFMTA puts into 
play in this battle. But, they do have 
control over the streets, and Fewer 
isn’t letting that loophole slide by. She 
can legally introduce legislation to bar 
tech shuttles and for-profit transit 
agencies from using these lanes, and 
she plans to. 

“These are public streets,” she says. 
“They belong to the public of San Fran- 
cisco. 


Nuala Sawyer is SF Weekly’s news editor. 


nsawyer@sfweekly.com | @ @TheBestNuala 











By Ida Mojadad 


As far as residents of parts of San 
Francisco's southern neighborhoods are con- 
cerned, the Federal Aviation Administration in 
2014 traded away their sleep, health, and san- 
ity for corporate airline savings — and the 
agency may finally have to answer for it. 

Starting four years ago, the Next Genera- 
tion Air Transportation System, or NextGen, 
modernized airplane flights by directing 
navigation through GPS rather than ground 
control. But since the system’s implementa- 
tion, many of the flight patterns (and much 
of the subsequent noise) from San Francisco 
and Oakland international airports have 
become concentrated in the southeastern 
corner of the city before stretching down the 
Peninsula. 

“It’s basically a freeway in the sky,” says 
Ivar Satero, San Francisco International Air- 
port’s director. 

The same path of streets, blocks, and 
neighborhoods are consistently affected by a 
disproportionate amount of daily departing 
flights that circle over San Francisco at lower 
altitudes, borne out of NextGen’s efficiency. 

SFO logged nearly 7,000 departures, in- 
cluding from Oakland International Airport, 
as flying over the city in August. Supervisor 
Ahsha Safai, who called for Monday’s rare 
joint meeting of the Land Use and Transpor- 
tation Committee and Airport Commission, 
cited more than 200 flights over a single 
home in one day. 

The FAA is no stranger to these com- 
plaints, but it has faced mounting pressure 


nationwide to respond to them. Some of 
that response includes the release of a study 
on noise nuisance, but the agency could 
wait until 2020 to publicize it, according to 
Safai’s office. 

San Francisco’s say in the matter could 
be amplified with soon-to-be Speaker Nan- 
cy Pelosi, Sen. Dianne Feinstein, and Rep. 
Jackie Speier — all of whom had a staffer at 
Tuesday’s hearing, and who have submitted 
various letters to the FAA over the past 
couple years. 

“The impact has been so dramatic in San 
Francisco that it is something we want to 
bring attention to now,” Safai says of Pelosi’s 
probable return to leading the chamber. 
“We feel like now we’re at a turning point 
with this abundance of riches in political 
leadership.” 

Satero already sees solutions for those 
nighttime flights between 10 p.m. and 6 
a.m., and suggests splitting up their di- 
rections and keeping them over the water. 
Overnight flights accounted for 600 depar- 
tures above the city in August — and plenty 
of sleep disruption, as Visitacion Valley resi- 
dent Elizabeth Lopez knows all too well. 

With hints of quiet desperation, Lo- 
pez described at the hearing how she has 
headaches every day, and can't sleep until 
2 a.m. each night. She’s shelled out for cus- 
tom-made earbuds, visited the doctor, and 
tried melatonin to sleep through the noise. 

“T have a headache right now because it 
just won't go away,’ Lopez tells SF Weekly. 
“We aren't responsible for financing the air- 
line industry.” 





An Asiana Airlines Boeing 747 
takes off from San Francisco 
International Airport on Tuesday, 
Sept. 4, 2018. 


Lopez has found kinship in a fa- 
tigued-looking group called San Francisco’s 
Concerned Residents Experiencing Annoy- 
ing Aircraft Maneuvers, or SCREAAM. As 
fewer of them find rest, the more they find 
strength and solidarity in one another. 

They've since voiced their compounding 
discomfort to elected officials like Safai 
through the creation of posters found on 
their website and Facebook page that read, 
“These days we're always in airplane mode” 
or “Pick up a copy of the new children’s book 
Where the Loud Things Are.” 

The frustration is felt in the broader Bay 
Area, as Santa Clara and Santa Cruz coun- 
ties have sought to create an airport-noise 
roundtable. Officials in Palo Alto — where 
opposition to airplane noise is, well, loud- 
er — considered suing the FAA only to opt 
against it earlier this year. 

A five-year FAA reauthorization bill 
passed in October also requires community 
involvement for future NextGen projects, 
partnering with educational institutions to 
study impacts of airplane noise, and seeking 
alternative metrics to measure its impacts. 

Amid the grievances and exhaustion, 
Elizabeth Lewis, an Atherton City Council 
member who chairs the SFO Roundtable, 
offers another message of hope. 

“They are hearing our residents, they are 
hearing our elected officials,” Lewis says of 
the FAA. “We are not alone in this.” 


Ida Mojadad is a staff writer at SF Weekly. 


Imojadad@sfweekly.com | ® @idamoj 
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Airbnb Hits Close to Home 


By Joe Kukura 


In an effort to mitigate corporations’ roles in our 
housing crisis, cities like San Francisco are cracking down on il- 
legal Airbnb rentals and forcing the online service to purge us- 
ers who don't comply with strict local short-term rental 
regulations. But now, Airbnb may have a novel trick up its 
sleeve to avoid rental laws — building its own houses. 

Last week, Airbnb announced a new project called Back- 
yard, which they describe as “an initiative to prototype new 
ways that homes can be designed, built, and shared.” The 
San Francisco company, which is valued at around $30 bil- 
lion and reportedly planning their IPO sometime next year, 
signaled they may be moving from the home-renting racket 
to the home-building business. 

“We helped people activate underutilized space — from 
a spare bedroom or treehouse to your apartment while 
you re away — and built a community that connected people 
around the world,” Airbnb co-founder Joe Gebbia says ina 
release. “With Backyard, we’re using the same lens through 
which Airbnb was envisioned — the potential of space — 


It’s tough to make logical human sense of what that 
corporate marketing-speak actually means. But Airbnb’s 
Backyard plans detail a specific intent to build “fully prefab- 
ricated homes,’ and the mock-ups in their announcement 
appear to be modular units that can be easily adjusted to 
different dimensions. 

The company says they intend to test prototypes of these 
units in Fall 2019, describing them as buildings that “could 
utilize sophisticated manufacturing techniques, smart-home 
technologies, and vast insight from the Airbnb community.” 

Airbnb has been rightfully criticised for exacerbating 
housing shortages, but it’s great if they’re turning their 
sights to sustainable home manufacturing. And their new 
Backyard subsidiary has gone out of its way to call out 
wasteful construction practices. 

That said, “smart-home technologies” and “vast insight” 
might give you reservations about moving into your own 
prefab tiny Airbnb house. The insights Airbnb has gleaned 
are described in the tech industry as Big Data — computa- 
tional insights on millions of listings to determine things 
like which neighborhoods are more lucrative to rent within, 
or which features are most popular among searchers. 

But, this data can also be used to gouge you on pricing 
based on credit factors, or sold to insurance companies to 
discriminate against people whose behavior indicates health 
problems. 

And the promised smart home contraptions tend to be 
always-on recording devices that constantly capture audio 
and video of residents’ lives. It’s not difficult to imagine that 
someone buying a prefurbished Airbnb home might discover 
a few surveillance surprises they weren't told would come 
embedded within their household. 

Airbnb’s move into providing their own houses is remi- 
niscent of Uber and Lyft’s car leasing programs, where they 
provide the actual goods for your sharing economy services. 
But Airbnb is not just building normal houses, they’re build- 
ing modular, adjustable houses with more flexibility than 
traditional structures. 

That means if you fall behind on your Airbnb mortgage, 
you can reconfigure your floor plan to create rooms to rent 
on Airbnb. And Airbnb will have great motivation to make 
sure you find yourself in exactly that situation. 
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Cannabis May 
Just Cure Your 
Bedroom Woes 


Quiver founder Alicia Rose 
shares the science of sensual 
pleasure through pot. 


Long before Alicia Rose was ever 
discussing soft tissue absorption or de- 
scribing the potency of cannabis-fueled 
orgasms, she was shopping at Bay Area 
dispensaries and leaving disappointed. 
One item she bought — marketed asa 
topical intended to stimulate sensuality 
and arousal — resulted in yet another 
eventual letdown. 

“T bought it,” Rose says, “and I was 
like, ‘Wow, this must be magical be- 
cause it’s so expensive. I got it home 
and I used it a couple of times, but it 
really didn’t do anything for me.” 

Frustrated by the lack of available 
options, Rose decided to create her 
own products. The result is Quiver, 

a sensual pleasure oil that combines 
organic coconut and essential oils with 
a micro-dose of THC. As the founder 
of HerbaBuena, the Napa boutique 
cannabis company behind Quiver, Rose 
now often finds herself serving as a 


defacto expert on the relationship be- 
tween pot and sex. 

One thing that Rose feels makes 
Quiver stand out from competitors is 
the fact that the oil features strain spe- 
cific, full-spectrum extraction. 

“Every extract has an effect,” she 
explains, “whether you smoke it or ap- 
ply it topically. There are a lot of people 
that will argue with me about that, but 
at least anecdotally, I have determined 
that this is 100-percent the case.” 

Testing each batch on a small circle 
of friends and family and sourcing 
mainly from sativa strains that feature 
terpenes known for enhancing stimu- 
lation, Rose also adheres to a standard 
of using only full-term, sun-grown 
plants for her products. She feels these 
efforts are well-rewarded each time 
someone decides to give Quiver a try 
and experience the results for them- 
selves. 

Applied to one’s vagina or scrotum, 
the oil absorbs immediately through 
soft tissue membranes, lead- 
ing to a range of encouraging 
and sometimes profound 
results. 

Rose delights in sharing 
some of the feedback she’s 
received from customers, in- 
cluding stories of waning sex 
drives being reinvigorated. 
She’s also heard from individu- 


San Francisco's Premier Recreational 
and Medical Cannabis Dispensary 


This is, the first Holiday Season | 
with legat recreational cannabis...) 
Finally, give them the gift they 
neally ward. 
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als who feel her cannabis oil has awak- 
ened something sexual inside them 
that they feared would never return. 

“As a woman, when you apply it, 
there is a general, overall relaxing sen- 
sation,’ Rose explains. "It’s not psycho- 
tropic, but it can have a really relaxing 
and ethereal feel. It is not psychotropic 
when you apply it to your sexual or- 
gans — only in your anus.” 

Why a special dispensation for one 
orifice? As Rose notes, the anus and 
colon are remarkably bioavailable to 
THC, so while application elsewhere 
may lead to tingles and pleasure, the 
anus remains our only conduit for 
catching a classic buzz from Quiver. If 
you aren't familiar with the concept of 
“boofing,” just ask U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Brett Kavanaugh what it’s all 
about (spoiler: not flatulence). 

While increased arousal and lon- 
ger orgasms are certainly appealing 
reasons for women to explore the 
product — Rose notes that Quiver 












has benefits for all genders — it also 
has less intercourse-specific value as 
well. Applied daily over an extended 
period of time, some have noted that 
cannabis oil has helped to make their 
vaginas feel more toned. 

“Cannabis isn’t estrogenic,’ Rose 
notes, “but it mimics the effect of 
estrogen. So when used as a daily top- 
ical, it can actually help revitalize soft 
tissue.” 

Further, Rose is eager to encourage 
curious parties to consider Quiver as 
they would a daily wellness supple- 
ment. In the days before Proposition 
64 made on-site consumption events 
illegal in California, she recalls offering 
one-on-one consultations with wom- 
en interested to learn more. Rather 
than finding it difficult to broach the 
potentially illicit subject of sex, it was 
talking about pot in the first place that 
was the tougher stigma to thwart. 

“Once you break the taboo of ad- 

mitting you're even interested 
in cannabis, all of a sudden 
everything that’s taboo is on 
the table,” she says. “It was a 
really cool way to be like, ‘We’re 
already talking about the fact 
that you smoke weed, so let’s 
start talking about putting it in 
your pussy!’ ” 
Of all the questions Rose 

regularly entertains, the one 


she feels she gets asked the most often 
is to clarify whether Quiver qualifies as 
a medical cannabis product or is best 
considered a recreational item. 

“We're actually neither,” she offers. 
“This plant is therapeutic, full-stop. 
This plant doesn’t care what you're 
using it for. It’s about you being able 
to find the therapy that you need on 
a particular day for your particular 
health needs. This plant has the ability 
to provide that answer.” 

As cannabis continues to infiltrate 
the mainstream, we may soon find our- 
selves having this conversation more 
often. While history has viewed med- 
ical cannabis largely through only the 
most dire extremes — cancer, seizures, 
AIDS — Quiver speaks to an emerging 
middle ground. It suggests that one 
need not be seriously ill, or even ill at 
all, to find potential relief in cannabis. 

Does that make it medicine? Per- 
haps, but as Rose sees it, it definitely 
makes cannabis something she can no 
longer live without. 

“That is the beauty and the magic of 
cannabis,” she says. “Plus, when your 
pussy is high, it’s really hard to feel 
depressed.” 


Zack Ruskin covers news, culture, and 
music for SF Weekly. 


feedback@sfweekly.com | ® @zackruskin 
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Scooter companies 
show no concern for 
users, pedestrians 


This week's article is a continuation of my open letter 
to Scoot, Skip and other providers of the electric, app- 
based, scooters that are littering our cities. Stay tuned: 
I will inevitably need more than these two columns to 
provide my readers with the “full scoop” on the greedy 
and cynical way scooter companies are behaving and 
endangering us all, riders and non-riders alike. 


To Whom It May Concern: 


Your products present an unreasonable risk of 
harm to pedestrians, especially the disabled and 
visually impaired, who trip and fall over the unat- 
tended scooters. Many of the scooters are dark in 
color and not easily seen on a dark sidewalk. While 
one manufacturer has some lighting on their boards 
to make them more visible at night, most don't. 

As a result, sidewalk, parking lot, and roadway 
obstructions often cannot be appreciated until 
someone gets injured by tripping or falling over a 
scooter. Unlike electric City Bikes, which must be 
docked to terminate the ride and end user liability, 
or Jump bikes, which include a locking mechanism 
for use only at suitable location, your scooters are 
not required to be returned to fixed or organized 
locations. Instead, they are left strewn about the 
sidewalk in random locations. While you “encour- 
age’ riders to park them safely, and San Francisco 


RSVP drugs-sf1211.eventbrite.com - Food & Drinks Provided 


has an ordinance requiring that they be parked 
near and between certain objects to reduce trip- 
ping hazards, let's face it: your users largely just 
get off and drop them wherever they want. 


California’s basic liability law is contained 

in California Civil Code 1714 which reads: 

“(a) Everyone is responsible, not only for 

the result of his or her willful acts, but also 

for an injury occasioned to another by his 

or her want of ordinary care or skill in the 
management of his or her property or person, 
except so far as the latter has, willfully or by 
want of ordinary care, brought the injury 

upon himself or herself.” These scooters are 
YOUR PROPERTY and you are responsible to 
use care to manage that property. Suggesting 
that riders park safely does not get you off the 
hook if you are not taking reasonable steps 

to manage your property in a safe manner. You 
should fulfill your legal responsibility by adopt- 
ing docking stations so that the scooters are left 
at pre-arranged, well-marked locations in a safe 
and organized fashion. 

As a lawyer who represents unfortunate, 
blameless people who are injured by the “want 
of ordinary care” in the management of proper- 
ty, whether it be bikes, skateboards, electroni- 
cally motorized boards, scooters, cars, slippery 
steps or driveways, collapsing staircases, unsafe 
balconies, etc., I would have no problem extend- 
ing my use of the law to sue a scooter company 
on behalf of anyone who trips or falls over 
them. 

Your products are endangering innocent 
property owners in many locations, such as 
Richmond, San Francisco and other cities, 
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where they are held responsible for the main- 
tenance of the sidewalks in front of their build- 
ings. As I previously noted in my April 20, 2017 
column for this paper, “San Francisco is Obli- 
gated to Inspect Public Sidewalks for Hazards,” 
California State and Highways Code Section 
5610 states that “owners of lots or portions of 
lots fronting any portion of a public street ... 
shall maintain any sidewalk in such condition 
that the sidewalk will not endanger persons or 
property.” Likewise, San Francisco Public Works 
Code Section 706 mandates that “owners must 
maintain sidewalks surrounding their property 
in a reasonably safe condition.” If a landowner 
is aware of an obstruction and fails to remove 
it, they are exposed to financial liability for inju- 
ries sustained as a result of the obstruction. By 
allowing your customers to arbitrarily drop off 


scooters on sidewalks, where they sometimes 
cluster around certain buildings, you may cause 
landowners to be sued for not removing them. 

Your terms and conditions are unconsciona- 
ble and show your lack of concern for users. In 
your agreements, which you must know most 
customers fail to read before accepting, you in- 
clude some of the most unbelievable, self-serv- 
ing, and, in my opinion, unethical language 
seeking to shield you from any responsibility for 
the harms your products cause. It is unfathom- 
able that you seek to escape responsibility from 
even improper maintenance of scooters, which 
can and will break and injure or kill people. You 
go even so far as to require injured riders to 
waive their rights against scooter manufactur- 
ers if the provided vehicle is defective in design 
or manufacturing. 


Scooter riders read this carefully: 
These scooter contracts include provisions stating 
that users assume all risks of harm, injury and 
death, and release manufacturers and vendors 
from all liability caused by the use of their prod- 
ucts, even if those companies are at fault for the 
injuries. 


Christopher B. Dolan is the owner of the Dolan Law 
Firm. Email Chris questions and topics for future 
articles to help@dolanlawfirm.com. 


We serve clients across the San Francisco Bay Area 
and California from our offices in San Francisco, 
Oakland, and Los Angeles. Our work is no recovery, 
no free or also referred to as contingency-based. 
That means we collect no fee unless we obtain mon- 
ey for your damages and injuries. 
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By Nuala Sawyer 
On a busy stretch of 16th Street, 


sandwiched between a bodega and the 
bar Gestalt, sits a sleek black storefront, 
lit up by neon. An eye glows in one win- 
dow anda hand holding a spider- 
web-adorned diamond shimmers in the 
other. This is Fiat Lux, a jewelry store 
that has taken the old-fashioned concept 
that diamonds are only for engagements 
and turned it on its head. With hundreds 
of items ranging from a vintage fox head 
ring with rubies for eyes to sparkling dia- 
monds surrounded by writhing skeletons, 
owners Marie McCarthy and Alexei An- 
gelides have curated a collection quite un- 
like anything else in the city. Oncea 
month or so jewelers fly in from all over 
the country for trunk shows and parties; 
wine flows, rings, necklaces, and bracelets 
are oohed-and-aahed over and eventually 
purchased, and people spill out of the 
doors onto the street. 

It didn’t start out this way. The 
shop’s cult-like following has grown or- 
ganically — but slowly. Well before Fiat 
Lux, McCarthy was a self-taught design- 
er who owned a shop on Haight Street. 
She and Angelides, a mathematician 
with a Ph.D. in logic, had been dating 
for only a few months when he gave her 
a brass ring. It fell apart almost immedi- 
ately. Unknown to McCarthy, Angelides 
reached out to her mentor and learned 


THIS WEEK'S COVER STORY 


Fiat Lux Seeks to Outlast the Hills 


What started as a tiny, 199-square-foot jewelry shop has evolved into a gathering place for makers, with a world-class selection and a cult-like following. 


Marie McCarthy, 
owner of jewelry 
shop Fiat Lux, 
and tattoo and 
piercing parlor 
Rose Gold. 
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how to make a ring to replace it with. 
He learned fast: By the time Christmas 
rolled around, he’d churned out two. 

“It was so amazing and so sentimen- 
tal,” McCarthy says. “He’s an academic, 
so he’s working on all these abstract 
theories. Then he made this beautiful 
thing, and he got hooked. We started 
making jewelry at home; our second 
bedroom was our studio. It went from 
there.” 

Still feeling the burn of a bad work 
partnership at her last store on Haight, 
McCarthy knew that when they 
opened up their own shop, she wanted 
the experience to have a low overhead. 

“We biked all over the city looking 
for a small space, and it’s a lot harder 
than you would think,” she says. “We 
finally found our little space on Church 
Street, and that’s how Fiat Lux started.” 

The original shop was miniscule, 
barely able to hold half a dozen peo- 
ple. But that forced intimacy worked 
in their favor, creating a connection 
between staff and customer, a relation- 
ship model that carries on today. 

At the same time that Fiat Lux was 
getting started, McCarthy opened Rose 
Gold, a tattoo-and-piercing studio on 
Masonic Avenue around the corner 
from Haight. For most people, launch- 
ing two small businesses at once would 
be a stressful experience, but for Mc- 
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Carthy, it was liberating. 

“It was this empowering freedom 
move, because my old partner was this 
middle-aged man who didn’t think I 
would go out on my own,” she says. 
“When I broke those ties, I felt really 
powerful.” 

Although Fiat Lux was tiny, it 
quickly drew a following. Women could 
walk in and try on $3,000 diamond 
rings, and not be bullied into buying 
anything. Jewelry as a tool for person- 
al empowerment wasn't necessarily 
front and center in Angelides and 
McCarthy’s minds when they launched 
the shop, but it soon became obvious 
that was their mission. 

“Our clients change how we think 
all the time,” McCarthy says. “I remem- 
ber our first big black diamond ring, 
and it was the chef at Slanted Door 
that bought it. We were like, “What’s 
the occasion?’ and she was like, “That 
I’m awesome. It felt really good for us, 
we were like, ‘Oh, that’s it, that’s what 
we're doing.” 

Within a couple years, Fiat Lux grew 
out of its teensy Church Street space. 
Wanting to be on a main corridor, 
Angelides found their current home at 
3169 16th St. — between Guerrero and 
Valencia streets — in 2016. 

“Alexei saw it first and was like, ‘I’m 
going to sign the lease.’ I said, ‘If you 
feel strongly enough about it then do it.’ 
But then I walked in and almost hada 
heart attack, because I was like ‘How are 
we going to fill this space with jewelry? 
That’s crazy!’ ” 

It’s much, much bigger than the 
Church Street spot. But with all the 
new space, the pair were finally able to 
explore their love of vintage jewelry in 
full — something McCarthy says falls in 


Alissa Ocampo 
works in-house at 
one of Fiat Lux’s 
work | las 


line with their brand. 

“We are so enamored with history 
and meaning that vintage jewelry 
makes sense for us,” she says. “There’s 
a lot of magic in a piece that looks 
modern but was made a couple hundred 
years ago.” 

Many of the shop’s vintage pieces 
go back a couple hundred years — but 
one piece stands out: a ring from 1200 
B.C. McCarthy found it, and when she 
brought it to the shop Angelides sug- 
gested they call a museum to see if they 
wanted to buy it. 

“T was like ‘No!’” she laughs. “It’s my 
size.” 

From small shop to big, some things 
have stayed the same. The current shop 
carries around 25 designers at any given 
time, having become known for some of 
its artists’ work. Digby and Iona, a small 
company that operates out of Brooklyn, 
has always been one of their top sellers. 

“When Alexei and I were planning 
Fiat I knew I wanted this designer be- 
hind Digby and Iona, but I wanted to go 
and meet him,” McCarthy says. “His sig- 
nets are so meaningful and heavy and 
historical. We flew to New York to hang 
out for a little bit. That’s how we pick up 
designers: We need to meet them, make 
sure that they’re making the pieces, 
that we know what they care about, and 
that it’s the right fit. 

“The two most important things for 
Fiat is knowledge — the history of jew- 
elry, making something that’s meaning- 
ful — and the second is empowerment,” 
she adds. “All of the things that you see 
in the store have some back story and 
meaning. We try our best to relay that.” 

Digby and Iona’s signets — heavy 
rings with symbols and phrases steeped 
in history — have become bestsellers. 
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Other, smaller pieces have taken a life of 
their own. In 2016 Fiat Lux launched its 
FU ring, an intricately detailed miniature 
hand flipping the bird. Now ranging 
from a simple sterling silver cast for $94 
to 14-karat rose gold for $528, the piece 
is one of their most popular — and they 
don’t make any profit from it. After Pres- 
ident Donald Trump was elected, they 
began donating a portion of the sales to 
She Should Run. 

“People send us messages about 
that piece all the time,’ McCarthy says. 
“Women are like ‘I wore my FU necklace 
underneath my button-down to this 
board meeting and felt like nobody could 
fuck with me. That’s what it’s supposed 
to be for. It stemmed from what we con- 
sidered tragedy — Trump being elected. 
We made it before that, but it really be- 
came what it is because of that.” 

“It’s harnessing power,’ Angelides 
adds. “It quickly became obvious that’s 
how our clients were interpreting it, so 
we went with that.” 

Today, the shop continues to evolve. 
Jewelers are still invited in regularly 
to meet their fans, and workshops are 
now held in the back of the shop. Re- 
cently, McCarthy has begun inviting her 
piercers from Rose Gold to do pop-ups in 
Fiat Lux’s space on weekends. 

“There’s a certain part of the commu- 
nity that doesn’t want to go to a tattoo 
and piercing place,” she explains. “It 
was hard for me to realize that, as Rose 
Gold is a really nice space. But when | 
processed that I said, ‘Let’s start doing it 
at Fiat Lux, too.’ It’s more relaxing here. 
We spend a little more time with clients. 
Even the piercers say it’s a breath of 
fresh air. We went further, and now 
are doing piercing pop-ups at other 
jewelry stores. It’s been really fun and 
interesting.” 

As the shop settles into 16th Street, 
its neon sign game is only getting 
stronger. Along with the eye — Fiat 
Lux means “let there be light” — and 
the hand, which honors the makers 
whose work it carries, is anew one 
that states, “Outlast the Hills.” 

“We want someone to think of jew- 
elry as not just throw-away fashion,” 
McCarthy says. “We're not interested 
in that. We’re interested in someone 
buying something and passing it 
down. They wear it their whole life, 
then maybe it goes into an estate sale 
and someone 100 years from now buys 
it and wears it, and also feels empow- 
ered. That’s the dream.” 


Nuala Sawyer is SF Weekly’s news editor. 


nsawyer@sfweekly.com | @ @TheBestNuala 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Everyone should have a friend 
who unloads a “Top 100 Songs of the 
Year’”-type playlist at the end of Decem- 
ber without fail. But for Nico Schwieter- 
man of Tenderloin boutique Fleet Wood, 
it gets a little more involved that simply 
compiling good songs as they come up. 
This Thursday, Dec. 6, from 4-10 p.m., 
the Larkin Street shop hosts its fourth 
annual 100 Under 100 Party, which 
somehow manages to fit a ton of art- 
work among all the “Still Searching for 
the American Dream” T-shirts, the geo- 
metric sculptures of bismuth crystals 
grafted onto charred driftwood, and 
zines like Fear of a Female Planet. 

As it happens, every artist includ- 
ed is under the age of 100, but it’s 
more about the price. While no bou- 
tique, however hip or smartly curated, 
can break America’s addiction to click- 
ing through Amazon, it’s San Francis- 
co's best chance to find an awesome 
gift for $25 that wasn’t suggested to 
you by an algorithm — and every art- 
ist in the show has but one piece. But 
how can you possibly cram so much 
stuff into such a little space and keep 
it all organized? 

“You know what? Spreadsheets!” 
Schwieterman tells SF Weekly. “It’s 
amazing. Most people have their shit 
together, which is great. We'll hang 
everything on Wednesday so people 
can preview earlier on Thursday.” 

For a long time, Fleet Wood’s 
best-selling item was a line of T-shirts 
and bags that read “Good Grammar Is 
Sexy.” (It’s been a staple at music fes- 
tivals like Treasure Island for years.) 
But now, it’s a long-sleeve shirt that 
says “Respect the Hustle” on the back. 

“The whole line is inspired by fine 
art and what it takes to be an artist 
or run a shop and do creative art,” 
Schwieterman says. “Even if you're a 
web designer and you freelance from 
home, it’s still about respecting the 
hustle. Just show up for shit.” 

The 100 Under 100 party is going 
to be a packed house, with DJs Martha 
Queen and Winston O’Boogie at the 
decks for two-hour shifts — vinyl-on- 
ly, Schwieterman emphasizes. It’s not 
the only event on the calendar, either. 
Only two weeks later, the almost-four- 
year-old shop and its accompanying 
screenprinting business, Studio Nico, 
will throw their annual holiday party 
for vendors and assorted hyperlocal 
makers, and next February, the an- 
niversary celebration promises to be 
a time. But it’s First Thursdays and 
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Shop Hyperlocal This Season 


the monthly Lower Polk/Tenderloin 
Art Walk that remain the saving grace 
of Fleet Wood and the surrounding 
neighborhood. 

“We can kind of send people around 
to each other’s stores, which has total- 
ly been the lifeline of small businesses 
in this neighborhood,” Schwieterman 
says. We’re all buddies. We've all got- 
ten to know each other. We’re sending 
people around: ‘Oh, you haven’t been 
to Everyday [Skate Shop]? You should 
check out [clothing shop] The Loin! It’s 
been around forever.” 
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Since a coalition of likeminded 
people got involved with the Lower 
Polk Community Business District 
two years ago, the Art Walk has grown 
exponentially. 

“More people are realizing, finally, 
that the Tenderloin is awesome and 
there’s places to eat: Vietnamese, 
Thai, whatever you can get your hands 
on,’ she says. I don’t know what it is, 
but the Art Walk numbers from each 
place have been going up.” 

The city has helped, too. A grant 
from the Office of Economic and 
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Workforce Development has afforded 
the CBD a social-media intern. But 
mostly it’s the realization among in- 
terested parties that working together 
is mutually beneficial. 

By virtue of where her business 
is, and the moxie it takes to keep it 
going, Schwieterman has become 
something of a community advocate. 
(Full disclosure: We have several 
mutual friends, and once attended a 
destination wedding that was almost 
destroyed by a hurricane.) She’s on 
good terms with many of the people 
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in the neighborhood, of whatever 
background or economic class, be- 
cause everybody looks out for every- 
body. After meeting over lunch at 

the taqueria inside Mid City Market 
on Geary Street, she and I encounter 
a friendly and visibly unhoused guy 
whom she greets by name, using her 
phone to determine if the silver dollar 
he just got has any monetary value. 
(Maybe: A similar-looking one in used 
condition appears to have sold for 
$2,300.) 

Whereas many merchants in her 
position might regard San Francis- 
co’s homeless situation as a threat 
to their livelihoods, Schwieterman 
is different. She’s distressed by the 
occasional encampment sweeps on 
nearby Myrtle Alley, both because of 
their punitive nature and because it 
appears that SFPD and the Depart- 
ment of Public Works spend money 
simply to move people around. She’s 
glad that the neighborhood has been 
able to procure two additional beat 
cops — not because she wants to see 
people arrested, but because their 
mere presence can act as a deterrent. 
A representative for the city has been 
conducting neighborhood meetings 
and asking people what they might 
need. 

“Everyone gets to voice their 
opinions, and people are starting 
to listen,” she says. “There’s a lot of 
awesome shit in the Tenderloin. It’s 
always been that way. I used to live 
at Polk and Eddy 13 years ago, when 
it was actually scary to walk around. 
Now, it’s just unpredictable.” 

In the end, all that engagement has 
been good for business. Doing it alone 
is hard, and even Instagram charges 
you to get your stuff out there. 

“We're getting a lot of neighbor- 
hood businesses who are like, ‘Hey, 
you do shirts and you're in this neigh- 
borhood also.’ It’s very tightly knit 
here. And it’s hard to survive on your 
own. 

However tightly knit, that’s still a 
lot of people to pack into a tiny store- 
front on Dec. 6. But Schiweterman is 
unfazed. 

“We just tell everyone to prepare 
for the most amazing shitshow 
they’ve ever seen,” she says. 


Fleetwood, 
839 Larkin St., 415-439-9293 or 
fleetwoodsf.com 
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Comics area 
medium, not a genre 
— superheroes are a 
genre,” Hibbs says. 
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By Ida Mojadad began exposing people to the best of 


the medium with two graphic-novel- 
of-the-month clubs, one for adults and 
then one for kids. For $25 a month, 
members are sent a book of the staff’s 
choosing — and about 80 percent 

of the time, the author comes to the 
store so readers may ask questions and 
discuss the work they just consumed. 
If a would-be audience member can’t 
make it in person, the talk is streamed 
on the store’s YouTube page. 

The roughly 450 members drive 
most of the 30 or so events Comix 
Experience hosts each year. Hibbs 
feels that kind of community fostering 
open to all is dwindling on Divisadero 
Street, which houses an increasing 
amount of fitness studios and restau- 
rants. 

“It’s literally, right now, the differ- 
ence between life and death,” Hibbs 
says. He launched the book club to 
offset minimum wage increases and 
after a friend, who wasn’t particularly 


On a recent afternoon, Comix 
Experience owner Brian Hibbs tells a 
prospective seller with a box of old comic 
books after several minutes of trying to 
sort out a deal over the phone that it 
sounds like a waste of time. Leave it at 
that, and Hibbs may sound jaded after 
nearly 30 years of running the Di- 
visadero Street bookstore, and five years 
of owning the Comix Experience Out- 
post on Ocean Avenue. 

Although Hibbs worries about the 
comic book industry, he can’t hide 
his enthusiasm for it and the cultural 
moment it’s in. Whether that benefits 
his stores or not, he just wants people 
to see this medium for what it is: an 
innovative art form unlike the rest. 

“Comics are a medium, not a genre 
— superheroes are a genre,” Hibbs 
says to the skeptics. “It’s a uniquely 
American way of telling a story.” 

Three years ago, Comix Experience 
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They've Got Issues 
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enthusiastic about comics, told him, 
“If you put a book in my hand every 
month, I would buy it.” 

So he did. Some recent books from 
the adult club span genres and include: 
Western adventure Coyote Doggirl by 
BoJack Horseman production designer 
Lisa Hanawalt, hockey comedy Check, 
Please! by Ngozi Ukazu, and epic fanta- 
sy Mage by Matt Wagner. 

Kids belonging to the club recently 
dove into Brenna Thummler’s Sheets, 
which Hibbs says challenges them by 
approaching death in a sweet, brave 
manner without scaring them away 
— yet it appeals to adults, too. Comics 
and graphic novels geared toward chil- 
dren have taken off, which is a turn- 
around from the past 20 years when 
the industry chased them away. 

Nonfiction books are also big sell- 
ers as of late and have their own wall 
for “people who think that comics are 
too juvenile,” Hibbs says. Persepolis, 
Marjane Satrapi’s graphic memoir of 


growing up during the Iranian Rev- 
olution is a consistent favorite, as is 
historical comic Hip Hop Family Tree by 
Ed Piskor. 

In October, the city’s Office of Eco- 
nomic and Workforce Development 
chose Comix Experience as one of 11 
independent bookstores to receive a 
total of $103,000 in grants to remain 
competitive with online retailers. 
Hibbs says he’ll put it largely toward 
growing the monthly book clubs, espe- 
cially as bringing in kids instills a spirit 
of fandom among a new generation. 

A fair amount of comics’ newfound 
popularity is owed to films and televi- 
sion. The Marvel Cinematic Universe 
is a behemoth that boosted shows 
like Jessica Jones and Luke Cage, plus 
a horror revival of Archie Comics that 
includes the Chilling Adventures of 
Sabrina — all of which has led to a “mi- 
crobump’” of new visitors seeking the 
original source material. 

But Hibbs worries about corporate 
executives from the top comic pub- 
lishers Marvel, D.C., and Image riding 
that demand too far by producing a 
glut of mediocre or subpar books that 
will turn fans away in the next couple 
years. He doesn't bother ordering many 
of them because no one wants them. 

“They’re killing the golden goose,” 
Hibbs says. “It’s not right or fair to the 
consumers.” 

The superhero genre ultimately 
accounts for roughly 15 percent of 
what Comix Experience stocks. Sorting 
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through all the comics and graphic 
novels can be daunting, and that’s 
where his staff, not a deluge of Ama- 
zon listings, come in. 

Much of the store’s activity centers 
around the Divisadero Street location 
since the Outpost on Ocean Avenue 
is hardly centrally located, though 
worth visiting alone for the “We've got 
issues’ tagline. Despite public doubts 
about what would become of the Out- 
post as the five-year lease was set to 
expire in December, Hibbs recently 
signed a three-year extension. 

As long as Comix Experience Out- 
post breaks even, Hibbs intends to 
keep it open for the precise reason he 
took over ownership of the store in 
2013, then called Comic Outpost: “No 
one wants to see a [comic] store close.” 
His ownership of the Divisadero Street 
store will reach the 30-year mark on 
April 1.2019. 

“I was a small child who didn’t have 
the foggiest idea what I was doing but 
it worked out,” Hibbs says of being 21 
at the time he started out. “You don’t 
make money owning a comic book 
shop — you do it because you love it. 
It’s stores like this that are the life- 
blood of the community.” 


Comix Experience, 

305 Divisadero St., 415-863-9258 
and Comix Experience Outpost, 
2381 Ocean Ave., 415-239-2669, 
comixexperience.com 
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BOOKS AND PUBLIC DISCOURSE: REBECCA 
SOLNIT AND PAUL YAMAZAKI 


Dec. 6, 7-9 p.m., Public Knowledge, 151 Third St. Free; sfmoma.org 


With Kindles, iPhones, and audiobooks having become so popular, will tangible, 
paper books someday go extinct? Author and historian Rebecca Solnit and City 
Lights book buyer Paul Yamazaki believe that books will always play a vital role in 
fostering discourse. Recently, we’ve seen this with the adaptation of Margaret 
Atwood’s The Handmaid's Tale, which has brought out a new wave of cloaked- 
and-bonneted protesters. The complicated urban culture of Native Americans is 
front and center with Tommy Orange’s novel There There, and Ta-Nehisi Coates 
has become a voice for our era. On Thursday, Solnit and Yamazaki sit down with 
Deena Chalabi, curator of public dialogue at SFMOMA, to discuss the ways in 
which books change our thinking, our behavior, and our politics. 


SUNDAY 


ij "Barts Skivivies RUN 
} 


Proudly supported by Tito’s Handmade Vodka 


SANTA SKIVVIES RUN 


Dec. 9,11 a.m., Lookout, 3600 16th St. $35; santaskivviesrun.org 


San Franciscans love to get naked. Whether it’s Bay to Breakers, Gay Pride Pa- 
rade, Folsom Street Fair, or the New Year Polar Bear Plunge, there are count- 
less opportunities each year to show off that gym (or couch potato) bod. But 
few have the fundraising skills of the Santa Skivvies Run, which collected more 
than $75,000 for the San Francisco AIDS Foundation last year. Leave the track 
pants at home for this run. (Hey, the colder it is outside, the more likely it is 
you ll beat your personal record.) Plus, runners and their supporters get free 
entrance to live performances, awards, and contests at Santa’s Village on Noe 
and Beaver streets after the event. 


FRIDAY 


SF QUEER FOLK 
PUNK SHOW: 
SHAWNA VIRAGO, 
MYA BYRNE, 
RYAN CASSATA 


Dec. 7, 7:30 p.m., The 
Lost Church, 65 Capp St. 
$10; thelostchurch.com 


On Friday swing by The Lost 
Church for a stellar lineup of 
local, trans singer-songwrit- 
ers. Shawna Virago, artistic 
director for the San Fran- 


m 


cisco Transgender Film Festival, isan author and self-de- gay disco songs and queer country ballads. Last but not 
scribed “folk-punk” artist who explores the queer dream _ least is Ryan Cassata, a mid-20s trans dude who started a 


of San Francisco. Mya Byrne is an NYC transplant, poet, 
and award-winning musician who’s worked the small 
folksy venue scene for decades and who recently dove into 


SATURDAY 


7" Hhrwal East Bay 
Alfernctie Bookt ine cht 


TON Sal 
BS Ss Ain 


\e~ 


ZG 


12/8/2018 11:00 am-5:00 pm 
Omni Commons, 4799 Shattuck Ave, Oakland 
ebabz.org 


SFWEEKLY.COM ® THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2018 ° 13 


viral YouTube channel at age 13 and whose songs explore 
male identity and the challenges of toxic masculinity. 


EAST BAY 
ALTERNATIVE BOOK 
AND ZINE FEST 


Dec. 8, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Omni 
Commons, 4799 Shattuck Ave. 
Oakland. Free; ebabz.org 


You don’t have to have a Master’s de- 
gree — or hell, even a publisher — to 
produce a book of your work, as 
proven by the dozens of talented 
writers and artists partaking in the 
East Bay Alternative Book and Zine 
Fest this weekend. Founded in 2010 
to give at-home artists and photo- 
copy aficionados a chance to show 
off their wares, the fest has only 
grown in size each year. On Saturday, 
more than 60 artists take over two 
floors for the all-volunteer-run ex- 
travaganza. With zines, records, 
small book publishers, prints, pho- 
tography, and music, there’s without 
a doubt a gift in store at this year’s 
EBABZ (“e-babes”) for that “impossi- 
ble-to-shop-for” friend or family 
member. 








Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing or have a 
listing added, e-mail (Calendar@sfweekly.com), 
fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, 
S.F., CA 94103). Deadline is noon Tuesday for the 
following week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, 
as space allows. Our complete listings of local 
events - searchable by keyword, date, and genre 
— are available online. 





AMBIANCE 
SAN FRANCISCO 


ART - GALLERIES 


Brian Gross Fine Art. Phil Sims: COLOR / 
exploration in painting and ceramics: Brian 
Gross Fine Art is pleased to present Phil 
Sims: COLOR / exploration in painting and 
ceramics, an exhibition of new works, opening 
Saturday, November 3, 2018, with a reception 
from 4-6pm and artist talk at 4:30pm. On 
view will be a selection of new paintings and 
ceramic sculptures exploring the “perceptual/ 
emotional nature of color”, the defining 
motivation behind all of Sims’ work. Tues- 
days-Saturdays, 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 22. 248 Utah, San Francisco, 
415-788-1050, briangrossfineart.com. 

California Historical Society Museum. Boom- 
towns: How Photography Shaped Los Angeles 
and San Francisco on view at the California 
Historical Society, San Francisco: The new 
medium of photography arrived in California 
just in time to witness the period of rapid, 
nearly unimaginable growth ushered in by 
the state's official entry into the Union in 
1850. Boomtowns: How Photography Shaped 
Los Angeles and San Francisco considers the 
significant role photography played in defining 
how the rest of the country saw California's 
two most prominent cities. The exhibition 
features works by both anonymous photog- 
raphers and well-known artists such as Ansel 
Adams, Laura Adams Armer, Arnold Genthe, 
Eadweard Muybridge, Carleton Watkins, and 
Minor White. Tuesdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Continues through March 10. 415-357-1848. 
info@calhist.org. www.californiahistoricalso- 


ciety.org/exhibitions/upcoming_exhibitions. 
Op / html. 678 Mission, San Francisco, 415-357- 
ast bo- arty: 1848, californiahistoricalsociety.org. 


Canessa Gallery. When Government Worked: 
Modern Archival Prints of compelling doc- 
umentary images, taken by renowned doc- 
umentary photographer Arthur Rothstein 
(1915-1985) remind us that President Roo- 
sevelt’s New Deal “relief, recovery and 
reform” programs are enduring examples 
of compassionate government action. Great 
holiday gifts! Fri., Dec. 7, 6-9 p.m. 646- 
496-6211. Ann@ArthurRothstein.org. www. 
ArthurRothstein.org. 708 Montgomery, San 
Francisco, 415-392-1768, canessa.org. 

Cartoon Art Museum. A Treasury of Animation: 
From the earliest hand-drawn cartoons to 
today’s blockbuster CGI films, all animation 
begins with an artist and an idea. The Cartoon 
Art Museum's latest exhibition A Treasury of 
Animation showcases original production art 
following the evolution of animation from the 
1920s onward. Highlights include background 
paintings, cels and production art from 
beloved films like Disney's Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs and Fantasia and theatrical 
shorts starring icons like Bugs Bunny, Tom and 
Jerry and Popeye. The exhibition explores 
the history of television animation from the 
first TV animated series Crusader Rabbit 
through primetime favorites like The Simp- 


HOLIDAY 
STORE PARTIES! 


Mave fun & save 


* Discount cannot be combined with other discounts. 


Remember, at Ambiance we really like you! 





OUR LOCATIONS 
1458 Haight ® 3979 24th ® 1858 Union ® 756 Irving 


www.AmbianceSF.com e @AmbianceSF 
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sons. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Jan. 8. $10. 
415-227-8666. gallery@cartoonart.org. www. 
cartoonart.org/event/a-treasury-of-anima- 
tion/. 781 Beach, San Francisco, 415-227-8666, 
cartoonart.org. 


Castro Street. Castro Art Walk: December 6th, 


6-9pm: Join us Thursday, December 6th from 
6:00pm-9:00pm for the Castro Art Walk! Thu., 
Dec. 6, 6-9 p.m. Free. 415-872-9285. castroar- 
twalk@gmail.com. www.castroartwalk.com/. 
Castro, San Francisco, N/A. 


Center for the Arts, Religion, and Education 


(CARE). The Erosion of Memory: Works 
by Anne Tait: Tait’s work is influenced by 
vernacular 19th-century memorials and the 
influence of industrialized printmaking on 
images of memory and domesticity. Prints, 
paintings, glass etchings, and embroidery 
pieces combine cemetery grave imagery with 
monograms. Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays, 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. Free. 510-849-8935. www.care- 
gtu.org. 1798 Scenic, Berkeley, 510-849-8935, 
care-gtu.org. 


Charles M. Schulz Museum. Working Dogs: 


Dogs were always part of Charles Schulz's 
life. This being the case, he and his wife Jean 
championed the working dogs among us: the 
canines who assist the disabled, search for 
and rescue people affected by disasters, give 
help to first responders, herd livestock, and 
offer us their unconditional love. In the new 
exhibition Working Dogs, the Charles M. Schulz 
Museum and Research Center celebrates 
our four-legged heroes and looks at how 
Charles Schulz payed tribute to them in life 
and in Peanuts. With a few of Snoopy’s many 
hard-working personas - Attorney, Flying 
Ace, Grocery Clerk, and Hired Hand - Schulz 
acknowledged how much better life is when 
we share the working day with dog Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 27. $12. 2301 Hardies Lane, Santa 
Rosa, 07-579-4452, schulzmuseum.org. 


Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco. 


Wesley Tongson: The Journey: Chinese Cul- 
ture Center presents the unique Hong Kong 
ink artist Wesley Tongson and his mature 
“finger painting” works, some never before 
exhibited. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 6-8 p.m. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 15. Free. 750 Kearny, San 
Francisco, 415-986-1822, c-c-c.org. 


Classic Cars West. Hysterical Organs : Mitsu 


Okubo and Aubrey Learner: New works explore 
the unsettling corners of corporeality from 
Aubrey Learner's quietly creepy “unnatural 
histories” to the twisted manifestations in 
Mitsu Okubo’s paintings. Exploring these un- 
settling corners of corporeality is the driving 
thrust of Hysterical Organs, the two-person 
installation opening November 2nd at Classic 
Cars West in Uptown Oakland. Paintings, prints 
and other 2D works will fill the walls of the 
cavernous showroom as they fill you with a 
luxurious and colorful unease. Fri., Dec. 7. 
free. 510-922-1319. info@classiccarswest. 
com. classiccarswest.gallery/collections/ 
hysterical-organs. 411 26th St., Oakland, 
415-626-1135, classiccarswest.com. 


De Young Museum. Steve Kahn: The Hollywood 


Suites: Los Angeles in the early 1970s was a 
place of economic, cultural, and social turbu- 
lence, and many artists responded by exper- 
imenting with non-traditional approaches to 
art making. Within this atmosphere of creative 
investigation, the photographer Steve Kahn 
began to work on a project that would become 
The Hollywood Suites. In 1974, he rented out 
rooms in a motel on Melrose Avenue and 
started to photograph professional bondage 
models posed within. However, his attention 
was quickly drawn away from the women and 


toward the mundane rooms in which they 
worked. He began to focus on the dilapidated 
interiors, including uneven curtains hanging 
askew from windows and doors that seemed 
to both offer and deny passage. His endeavor 
grew into a multifaceted conceptual series 
that used the motel’s physical features 
to adroitly explore ideas of psychological 
bondage and containment. Presenting this 
recently rediscovered project, Steve Kahn: 
The Hollywood Suites marks the artist's first 
museum exhibition and is one of the first 
exhibitions since his untimely death earlier 
this year. Through March 31, 2019. 50 Hagiwara 
Tea Garden, San Francisco, 415-750-3600, 
www.deyoungmuseum.org. 


Don Soker Contemporary Art. Theodora Varnay 


Jones: DIALECTICS: angles of cognition, inthe 
orbit of photography. Theodora Varnay Jones 
has always had a deep interest in the works 
of Paul Cezanne who transformed landscape 
painting; most radically explicitly acknowl- 
edging that what is real in art is different and 
independent from the actuality of nature. The 
natural world is referenced in many of Varnay 
Jones’ recent works. However, in her complex, 
layered images and sculptures, the depicted 
shapes and forms no longer represent any 
of the source objects. Their implications are 
their fugitive nature and changing contextual 
meaning. Fridays, Saturdays, 12-6 p.m. Contin- 
ues through Dec. 22. Theodora Varnay Jones: 
DIALECTICS: angles of cognition, in the orbit 
of photography. The natural world is refer- 
enced in many of Varnay Jones’ recent works. 
However, in her complex, layered images and 
sculptures, the depicted shapes and forms no 
longer represent any of the source objects. 
Their implications are their fugitive nature 
and changing contextual meaning. Rubbing, 
her choice of drawing technique for many of 
her new works has an almost photographic 
accuracy, yet still revealing some of her 
hand's control in the process. She traces 
several viewpoints of her source materials, 
and then layers them in combination with line 
drawings or ghostly duplicate shapes of the 
depicted original. Fridays, Saturdays, 12-6 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 22. 2180 Bryant 
St. #205, San Francisco, 415-291-0966, www. 
donsokergallery.com. 


Grace Cathedral. Les Colombes by Michael 


Pendry: In the U.S. for the first time af- 
ter global acclaim, German artist Michael 
Pendry’s “Les Colombes: The Doves” will be 
presented in the cathedral. Two thousand 
paper doves, symbols of spirit and peace, 
will soar in a 45-foot long aerial sculpture. 
Volunteers from Grace Cathedral's congrega- 
tion and the community will fold the doves, 
whose wings will bear messages of hope and 
inspiration. In addition, there will be three 
special events where the visual spectacle of 
Les Colombes is accompanied by a sound and 
light performance including a sound cloud by 
Munich electro-pop collective Digital Haze. 
Through Jan. 31, 2019, 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Free. 
415-749-6300. reception@gracecathedral. 
org. www.gracecathedral.org/events/les- 
colombes-the-doves-by-michael-pendry/. 
1100 California, San Francisco, 415-749-6300, 
gracecathedral.org. 


Hosfelt Gallery. Patricia Piccinini: Inter-natural: 


In her second solo exhibition at Hosfelt Gal- 
lery, Patricia Piccinini presents an immersive 
installation of hyper-realistic sculptures prob- 
ing the increasingly permeable boundaries of 
humanness. Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays, 
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Thursdays, 11 
a.m.-7 p.m. Continues through Jan. 26. Free. 
415-495-5454. info@hosfeltgallery.com. 
bit.ly/Inter-natural. Rina Banerjee: Human 


Likeness: Rina Banerjee fills the gallery 
with fantastical sculptures & paintings in an 
exhibition describing the human experience 
in an era of migration. Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
Fridays, Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Con- 
tinues through Dec. 31. Free. hosfeltgallery. 
com/index.php?p=exhibitions&id=315. 260 
Utah, San Francisco, 415-495-5454, hosfelt- 
gallery.com. 


Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Scott Fraser: Earthly 


Delights: Jenkins Johnson Gallery, San Fran- 
cisco is excited to present Earthly Delights, a 
solo exhibition of Scott Fraser's ambitiously 
witty and highly detailed paintings. This will 
be the third solo exhibition of one of America’s 
leading contemporary realist still life painters 
at Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Earthly Delights 
reveals the culmination of the artist's recent 
investigations into objects in various states 
of stillness, suspension, and animation. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 22. 464 Sutter, San Francisco, 
415-677-0770, jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 

McEvoy Foundation For The Arts. Take Only 
Memories/Leave Only Footprints: ‘Take Only 
Memories, Leave Only Footprints’ is a daily 
program of videos presented in conjunc- 
tion with MFA’s fall exhibition, ‘No Time.’ 
Through Jan. 19, 2019, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Free. 
415-580-7605. info@mcevoyarts.org. www. 
mcevoyarts.org/. No Time: ‘No Time’ explores 
human relationships to the natural world in 
the past, present, and future. The artworks 
show how artists reimagine the landscape. 
Tuesdays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturdays, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Jan. 19. Free. 
415-580-7605. info@mcevoyarts.org. www. 
mcevoyarts.org/. 1150 25th St, San Francisco. 


Modernism. Patti Oleon: Somewhere Else: The 


oil paintings of Patti OLEON are highly rep- 
resentational depictions of period interiors, 
gathered during recent travels to Budapest, 
Prague, Venice, Berlin, and Istanbul, yet, 
like a stage set before the opening of a 
play, these interiors are resolutely devoid 
of human habitation. Highly detailed, yet 
unfamiliar and unplaceable, her depictions of 
interiors incorporate the distortions resulting 
from photo-documentation with a hand-held 
camera, using available light, and shallow 
depth of field. She composes structures and 
intersections of light and form from sections 
of these spaces, and then faithfully paints, 
using old master techniques, what the camera 
records, including any oddities of reflected 
light, seeking the edge between realism and 
illusion, the tension between the known and 
the unidentifiable. Pervasive warm light 
creates an ambiguous, sensuous skin that 
contradicts the motionless, powerful void. 
The entire room becomes a still life, with a 
relationship between time and image echoing 
a Proustian sensibility. Tuesdays-Saturdays, 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 
22. 724 Ellis, San Francisco, 415-541-0461, 
modernisminc.com. 

Paul Thiebaud Gallery. Wayne Thiebaud “Mono- 
types”: Paul Thiebaud Gallery is pleased 
to present an exhibition of work by North- 
ern-California artist, Wayne Thiebaud. Wayne 
Thiebaud: Monotypes runs from December 1, 
2018 through January 26, 2019. This marks 
the first occasion that his monotypes have 
been exhibited together formally. Over forty 
works comprise the show. Monotypes are rare 
amongst Thiebaud’s print work. Spanning the 
breadth of his primary genres— from still life 
and figures to cityscapes and landscapes-— 
the prints were made in two concentrated 
efforts, first during 1977 and later in 1991. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues 
through Jan. 26. 645 Chestnut, San Francisco, 


415-434-3055, paulthiebaudgallery.com. 


Right Window Gallery. Jim Haynes: Scar: An 


exhibition of corroded photographs from Jim 
Haynes, who has investigated the technique 
of augmenting silver gelatin prints with 
rust, copper, and various acidic patinas. 
Daily, noon-midnight. Free. 992 Valencia, 
San Francisco. 


Robert Koch Gallery. Edward Burtynsky: An- 


throposcene: Robert Koch Gallery is proud 
to present Canadian photographer Edward 
Burtynsky’s highly anticipated Anthropo- 
cene project, his seventh exhibition at the 
gallery since 1999. Five years in the making, 
Anthropocene presents beautifully composed 
photographs mapping the impact of human 
intervention on planet Earth. Anthropocene 
will be exhibited concurrent to the release 
of the artist's sixth Steidl monograph of the 
same title, and his film documentary collabo- 
ration with filmmakers Jennifer Baichwal and 
Nicholas de Pencier; in conjunction with two 
museum exhibitions, one at the Art Gallery 
of Ontario and the other at the Canadian 
Photography Institute of the National Gallery 
of Canada. ARTIST RECEPTION: Thursday, No- 
vember 1, 2018, 5:30 - 7:30 pm Through Dec. 
29. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 415-421-0122, 
kochgallery.com. 


Romer Young Gallery. Joseph Hart: Monk 


Tooth: Hart's work incorporates gestural 
drawing, traditional applications of paint, and 
mixed-media assemblage to create off-kilter 
abstractions that clunk, seep and haze across 
and through the picture plane. ‘Monk Tooth” 
features a suite of new paintings that smear, 
stack, and wedge disjointed shapes and 
swaths of color into dynamic compositions, 
highlighting the artist's enthusiasm for 
material surprise and formal playfulness. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 15. 1240 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-550-7483, romeryounggallery.com. 


Tenderloin Museum. Urban Abstracts by Patricia 


Araujo: The Tenderloin Museum is pleased 
to present Urban Abstracts, a collection of 
paintings by the renowned artist Patricia 
Araujo. For over a decade, Araujo has painted 
the facades of both iconic city landmarks and 
downtown buildings. A lauded SF artist whose 
paintings celebrate San Francisco cityscapes, 
Araujo exults the beauty of what can appear 
commonplace. “In my cityscapes, | sense the 
presence of the silent stage uninterrupted 
by inhabitants. My works speaks about the 
possibility of growth and renewal, exploring 
architectural practice as both imagination and 
reality. A marvelous city, that is in constant 
flux." Thu., Dec. 6, 6-9 p.m. Free. 415-351- 
1912. info@tenderloinmuseum.org. www. 
facebook.com/events/556959531432123/. 
398 Eddy, San Francisco, 415-830-4640, 
tenderloinmuseum.org. 


USF Campus, Thacher Gallery. University of 


San Francisco Debuts New Thacher Gallery 
Exhibit on November 29: Featuring more than 
40 volumes from the permanent collection 
of the University of San Francisco's Donohue 
Rare Book Room, Quiet Spaces encourages 
the exploration of diverse persona; and col- 
lective experiences and perceptions of the 
theme of sanctuary. Through Feb. 10, 2019, 
12-6 p.m. Free. 415-422-5178. www.usfca.edu/ 
thacher-gallery/quiet-spaces. 2130 Fulton, 
San Francisco, 415-422-2044, usfca.edu/ 
library/thacher. 


COMEDY 


“Craftwork Comedy” a craft drink and stand-up 


comedy showcase: @ Copyright Cock- 
tail Kitchen, 1123 Folsom st San Francisco 


, ‘Craftwork Comedy” a craft drink and 
stand-up comedy showcase, features an 
exciting menu of craft beverages and live 
comedy . This event is co-hosted by Dro’ kno's 
(SF Sketchfest, Cobbs, Punchline) & Terry 
Dorsey(Comicview, Laffapalooza, IMPROV) 
early arrival is strongly suggested. Thu., Dec. 
6, 8:30-10 p.m.; Thu., Dec. 13, 8:30-10 p.m.; 
Thu., Dec. 20, 8:30-10 p.m.; Thu., Dec. 27, 
8:30-10 p.m., $10.00, 707-782-6245, copyright- 
comedy@gmail.com, www.eventbrite.com/e/ 
craftwork-comedy-craft-drink-and-come- 
dy-showcase-tickets-51168047006. 

Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ 
local comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, 
bestofsfstandup.com. The Variety Preview 
Room (The Hobart Building), 582 Market, 
San Francisco, 415-781-3893, varietync.org/ 
screening-room. 

Bootleg Comedy Show: Free Comedy!! Come 
enjoy some laughs from some of the best 
comedians in the Bay Area. The food is good, 
the drinks are delicious, and the laughs are 
plenty. Bring your friends and shake off the 
day. Saturdays, 8-9:30 p.m., Free. Bootleg Bar 
& Kitchen, 2360 Van Ness Ave, San Francisco. 

BYOD: A Dog Friendly Comedy Show: The only 
dog-friendly comedy show in the Bay Area! 
Join us at legendary Mission bar El Rio for a 
night of laughs, treats, and good boys. Dog 
not required for entry, but highly encouraged! 
Wed., Dec. 12, 8 p.m., $8, 813-833-7276, lui- 
saisbell@gmail.com, www.eventbrite.ca/e/ 
byod-bring-your-own-dog-comedy-show- 
tickets-5233575665/. El Rio, 3158 Mission, 
San Francisco, elriosf.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, 
and Scott Simpson offer comedians (and 
audiences) a chance to unburden their minds 
at this regular night of stand-up. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, cttcomedy.com. 
Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
415-882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

Comedy @ The Comet Club: Your free weekly 
chance to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). 
Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
sufficientcomedy. Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, 
San Francisco, 415-567-5589. 

Comedy Machine: A one-night, three-round com- 
edy tournament featuring eight comedians 
all competing to be chosen as the champion. 
Unlike any other comedy show in the Bay Area, 
we give the power to the audience to choose 
who they want to see continue. Comedians 
literally live and die by the fans. Hosted 
weekly by comedian Will Cole. Wednesdays, 
8:30-10 p.m., $7 adv., $10, www.facebook.com/ 
sfcomedymachine. The Purple Onion at Kell's, 
530 Jackson St., San Francisco. 

Comedy Night at Il Pirata: Tony Sparks has 
presided over this long-running local show- 
case since 2005. First Friday of every month, 
9 p.m. II Pirata, 2007 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-626-2626, ilpiratasf.com. 

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. Fri- 
days, 8 p.m. 

Comedy Oakland: Weekly comedy featuring 
up-and-coming comedians alongside in- 
dustry pros. Fridays, Saturdays, 9:30 p.m.; 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m., $13-$15, 
ComedyOakland.com. Spice Monkey, 1628 
Webster, Oakland, 510-268-0170, spicemon- 
keycafe.com. 

Comedy Oasis: Hosted by Juan Medina. Second 
Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., $5. Oasis, 
298 lith St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, 
sfoasis.com. 

Comedy Thursdays: Hosts Tony Sparks and 
Rudy Ortiz Thursdays, 8 p.m., Free. Il Pirata, 
2007 16th St., San Francisco, 415-626-2626, 
ilpiratasf.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the 


a 
a a“ 


Un-Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 
p.m., $10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, un-scripted.com. 


Downtown Comedy Night: Saturdays, 6-9 p.m., 


$15. Bar Fluxus, 18 Harlan Place, San Francisco. 


Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry mu- 


sical sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 
p.m., free, duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny 
Foley's Irish House, 243 O'Farrell St., San 
Francisco, 415-954-0777, johnnyfoleys.com. 


Getting Sketchy! Free Sketch Comedy Work- 


shop: Open Sketch Comedy workshop hosted 
by David Stolowitz. Brainstorm, share, write, 
refine, record, and produce great sketches for 
the Internet or your next show! May involve 
field trips around the mission. Donations 
to Mutiny Radio always welcome but not 
required. Sundays, 4-6 p.m., 415-550-0511, 
fireborn7@gmail.com, www.facebook.com/ 


events/1248736631894198/. Mutiny Radio, 
2781 21st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 


Godfrey's Reality Check & Talent Extrava- 


ganza: A wacky talent showcase with host 
Meredith Godfrey. Second Saturday of every 
month, 8 p.m., free. The Hearth, 4701 Geary 
Blvd., San Francisco, 415-751-0200. 


Haight Ashbury Comedy Night: Come out to 


Haight Ashbury Comedy night at Milk Bar 
located in the heart of the historic Haight-Ash- 
bury district to see some of SF's best comedic 
talent. Comedians on the show have been 
featured on NBC, ABC, MTV, Comedy Central, 
SF Sketchfest, Comedy Day and Punchline. 
Thursdays, $15. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San 
Francisco, 415-387-6455, milksf.com. 


Happy Hour Comedy Open Mic: Amateur 


underground standup comedy. Sign up at 
5:30 pm or on Bay Area Facebook Comedy 
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Network. Fridays, 6-8 p.m., $5, 415-550-0511, 
director@mutinyradio.fm, www.MutinyRadio. 
fm. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., San Francisco, 
mutinyradio.fm. 

Harold Night: Join us for a night of long form 
improv comedy featuring house Harold teams 
Local Honey, Paint Dept, and JACKSON with 
occasional appearances by Harold class grad- 
uates or holiday-themed shows. Wednesdays, 
9 p.m., $5. Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, www.stagewerx.org. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, 
San Francisco, 415-431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

HellaFunny Sundays: Like to laugh and have 
a good time? Then come to “HellaFunny 
Sundays” to see a mix of San Francisco's 
best comedians! Comedians on this showcase 
have been seen on Comedy Central, NBC, 


ABC, Viceland, MTV and many many more. 
Sundays, 7 p.m., $15. Neck of the Woods, 
406 Clement, San Francisco, 415-387-6343, 
neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & 
Queers: Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica Sele, 
with all genders welcome (but misogyny most 
definitely not). Mondays, 6 p.m. Oasis, 298 11th 
St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Inside Baseball: Not sure what kind of comedy 
to see? Inside Baseball features all the kinds. 
A different lineup each week for 5 bucks at 
Stage Werx Theatre in SF. Wednesdays, 10- 
11:30 p.m., $5, insidebaseballcomedy.com. 
Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San Francisco, 
stagewerx.org. 

Joke Workshop: Pam Benjamin moderates 
this weekly opportunity for San Francisco's 
amateur stand up comedians to perfect their 
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craft and get some productive feedback. “If 
you're gonna give someone a s!@# sandwich, 
make the bread taste good” she tells pro- 
spective and aspiring comics. Mondays, 6-8 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 17, 415-550-0511, 
director@mutinyradio.fm, www.facebook. 
com/mutinyjokeworkshop/. Mutiny Radio, 
2781 21st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

KML presents Lobster, Actually: Sketch 
comedy for the hopeless holiday romantic: 
This holiday season, laugh, cry, eat some 
peppermint bark, and laugh some more with 
Killing My Lobster. Bring your husband and 
his best friend who's in love with you, and 
remember, Lobsters Actually are all around. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 15, $10, 415-816-3691, allison@ 
killingmylobster.com, www.killingmylobster. 
com. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
pianofight.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
free. The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 
510-834-1517, oaklandlayover.com. 

LORD of the ZINGS: Every 3rd Friday from 6-9pm 
featuring some of the bay area’s hottest and 
newest comics! Happy hour drink specials, 
music before and after, get a burrito next door 
and bring it to the bar! Always FREE!!!! Every 
third Friday, 6-9 p.m., Free, https://www.face- 
book.com/events/232432940656052/?ac- 
tive_tab=about, www.facebook.com/ 
events/232432940656052/?active_ 
tab=about. The Knockout, 3223 Mission, San 
Francisco, 415-550-6994, theknockoutsf.com. 

Milkin It: Haight Ashbury Comedy: Every 
second and third Tuesday night of the month, 
the Milk Bar hosts Milkin’ It, a free night of 
comedy featuring local and national comics 
hosted by comedians Andrew Holmgren and 
Leslie Small. Second and Third Tuesday of 
every month, 8 p.m., free, 415-387-6455, 
aholmgren89@gmail.com, www.eventbrite. 
com/e/milkin-it-haight-ashbury-comedy-tick- 
ets-44167356/753?aff=sfweekly. Milk Bar, 1840 
Haight, San Francisco, milksf.com. 

Monday Happy Hour Comedy: Cara Tramontano 
hosts this free monthly stand-up showcase. 
Second Monday of every month, 7 p.m., 
free/donation, mondayhappyhourcomedy. 
com. The Royale, 800 Post, San Francisco, 
415-441-4099, theroyalesf.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with 
hosts Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Satur- 
days, 11:59 p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night 
with Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan 
Cronin) plus guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., 
free, nightlifeonmars.com. Murphy's Pub, 
217 Kearny St., San Francisco, 415-693-9588. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 
p.m., free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
415-896-6374, clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Pamtastic’s 
Comedy Clubhouse is every Friday 8-10pm 
bringing audiences the best of SF and be- 
yond's underground comedy scene live, live 
streaming and podcast post at www.muti- 
nyradio.fm Fridays, 8 p.m., $10. Mutiny Radio, 
2781 21st St., San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: 
Weekly single-elimination comedy tourna- 
ment. Wednesdays, 8:30 p.m., $15, purpleo- 
nionatkells.com. Kells Irish Restaurant & Bar, 
530 Jackson, San Francisco, 415-955-1916, 
kellsirish.com. 

Real Live Comedians: Second Wednesday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $10 advance, facebook. 
com/RealLiveComedians. PianoFight, 144 
Taylor, San Francisco, 415-816-3691, piano- 
fight.com. 

Scenes & Songs with Flash Mob Musical: Flash 


Mob Musical uses a one word suggestion 
to inspire a montage of scenes and songs 
made up entirely on the spot! No games. No 
narrative. No net. Fridays, 8 p.m., $5. Stage 
Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, www. 
stagewerx.org. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvi- 
sational theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., 
$17-$20, improvsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 
533 Sutter, San Francisco, 415-882-9100, 
sheltontheater.org. 

The Setup- Speakeasy Comedy Nights!: Craft 
beer and comedy merge harmoniously in the 
Beer Basement at Ales Unlimited, where The 
Setup draws some of the funniest local and 
nationally touring stand-ups in the business. 
The space is small and cozy but the hops and 
the laughs are big, with performers hailing 
from such comedic institutions as Comedy 
Bang Bang, San Francisco Sketchfest and 
The Comedy Store. So order a drink from 
Ales Unlimited's world-class selection of 
microbrews, wines and specialty cocktails, 
then head downstairs for a truly underground 
experience in the heart of the Tenderloin. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8-10 p.m., 10, 415-598- 
8158, info@setupcomedy.com, goo.gl/yTHqGu. 
Beer Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 
thebasementsf.com. 

SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, San Francisco, 415-397- 
7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? 
Let Endgames Improv turn headlines into 
punchlines at this interactive and sponta- 
neous comedy show. Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., 
$5, endgamesimprov.com. Stage Werx, 446 
Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Shit Talk: Featuring comedians from around 
the Bay Area and special guests. Hosted by 
Yuri Kagan. Wednesdays, 7 p.m., Free. Oasis, 
298 11th St., San Francisco, 415-985-4442, 
Sfoasis.com. 

The Something Something Shindig: Second 
Monday of every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk 
Bar, 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 415-387- 
6455, milksf.com. 

Stand Up on the Edge: The Freshest comedy 
show in SF ona monday. Mondays, 8-10 p.m., 
Free, 301-452-2355, barakanoel@gmail.com, 
barakanoel.com. Delirium Cocktails, 3139 16th 
St., San Francisco. 

Storking Comedy: Stand-Up at a Music Venue: 
Storking Comedy showcases the funniest 
up and coming Bay Area comedians. The 
show also features hilarious interviews with 
each performer. Live music often follows 
the comedy show at 9:30 pm. All comedy 
audience members receive a discounted 
cover charge to see the bands. Thursdays, 
7:30-9 p.m., Free, sadcomedyrsvp@gmail.com, 
www.storkclubcomedy.eventbrite.com. Stork 
Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, 
storkcluboakland.com. 

The Tabernacle: A weekly stand-up showcase 
hosted by 3 of San Francisco's hardest work- 
ing comedians: Steve Post, Allison Mick, 
and Jim McVeigh. Each Wednesday, The 
Tabernacle features a strong, fresh, line-up 
of local heavy-hitters, bigger names you've 
seen on TV, and other out-of-town visitors. 
Wednesdays, 7-8:30 p.m., $5-$10, facebook. 
com/tabernaclesf. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 

This Week's Show: Fresh standup from the best 
comics in the Bay Area and beyond at San 
Francisco's top sports bar and nightclub--all 
for less than the price of a movie ticket. 
Wednesdays, 8-10 p.m., $10. Fort One Bar & 
Lounge, 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco, 
415-671-8081, fortisf.com. 


Throwback Thursday: Every Thursday night, 
Chivalry Club gets the scoop on a photo from 
your past and then turns it into a raucous, 
hullaballoo of improvised comedy. Thursdays. 
Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Thunderdome: 2 Teams. 1 Victor. Should they 
fail, the audience shall send them to the 
slaughterhouse. Should they succeed, the 
audience shall judge them yet again the 
following week as they face a new challenger! 
Tuesdays, $5. Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, 
San Francisco, www.stagewerx.org. 

Tony Sparks Comedy Open Mic: @ Copyright 
Cocktail Kitchen, 1123 Folsom st San Francisco 
, Tony Sparks has hosted this open mic in 
SoMa since 1989. After the closing of the 
“Brainwash Cafe” in 2017 that came to an 
abrupt end. Thanks to Copyright Cocktail 
Kitchen & Heavyweight Comedy we are back 
at it every Thursday right across from where 
it all started! Dave Chappelle, Fazion Love and 
Ali Wong have all preformed on this open mic. 
Come out and help support a SF tradition of 
good laughs and good food every Thursday. 
Thursdays, 6-8 p.m. Continues through Dec. 
27, Free, 707-782-6245, copyrightcomedy@ 
gmail.com, www.eventbrite.com/e/tony- 
sparks-open-mic-tickets-51096170020. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tues- 
days, 6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy. 
tumblir.com. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

True Hustle Thursdays: Anthony Medina re- 
unites much of the old Brainwash Cafe crew 
in this Mutineer spin on the classic open 
mic. K Britney Davis hosts a ladies segment 
to offer alternatives to the majority glut of 
straight men. Thursdays, 7-9 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 20, 415-550-0511, anthony@ 
truehustleentertainment.com, truehustleen- 
tertainment.com. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., 
San Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 
8 p.m., $17-$27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 
142 Throckmorton, Mill Valley, 415-383-9600, 
142throckmortontheatre.com. 

Uncertainty Principle: Uncertainty Principle is 
duos improv. Two people enter. Two people do 
improv. No one dies. Wednesdays, 10 p.m., $5. 
Stage Werx Theatre, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
www.stagewerx.org. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames Improv 
makes fun of your romantic foibles for free at 
this long-running weekly comedy catharsis. 
Fridays, 10:30 p.m., free with RSVP, endgames- 
improv.com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San 
Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Balboa Theatre. Balboa Classics: Classic movies 
every week. Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. Popcorn 
Palace: Every Saturday at 10 a.m. $10 gets 
ticket plus popcorn and drink! Saturdays, 10 
a.m. Balboa Beer Movies: Saturdays, 10 p.m. 
3630 Balboa, San Francisco, 415-221-2184, 
balboamovies.com. 


FILM EVENTS & 
REPERTORY 


Christopher B. Smith Rafael Film Center. Die 
Walkure: Die Walkure (The Valkyrie) is the 
second of the four operas in Richard Wagner's 
Ring cycle, an epic of gods, monsters and 
humanity on a superhuman scale. Antonio 
Pappano, music director of The Royal Opera, 
conducts Keith Warner's production. The 
singers include Nina Stemme as Briinnhilde 
and Stuart Skelton and Emily Magee as the 
twins Siegmund and Sieglinde. Sun., Dec. 9, 
12-2 p.m. $15. 415-454-1222. rafaeltheater@ 
cafilm.org. rafaelfilm.cafilm.org/die-walkure/. 
1118 Fourth St., San Rafael, 415-454-1222, 
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rafaelfilm.cafilm.org. 

August Hall. The Redford Center Benefit Event: 
A special evening of food, drinks, film, music, 
fun, and the presentation of the inaugural 
Robert Redford Award. Proceeds of the 
event support the game-changing work of 
The Redford Center. Thu., Dec. 6, 6:30-11 p.m. 
$75 - $10,000. 415.872.5745. redfordcenter@ 
demonstratepr.com. redfordcenter.org/ 
the-redford-center-benefit-event. 420 Mason 
St, San Francisco, www.augusthallsf.com/. 

Clay Theatre. 7he Room: Tommy Wiseau's cin- 
ematic bomb is every bit as bad as it’s 
cracked up to be. You'll crack up as well at 
this riotous midnight screening with lots of 
Rocky Horror-style audience participation. 
Second Saturday of every month, 11:59 p.m. 
2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-267-4893, 
www.landmarktheatres.com/san-francisco/ 
clay-theatre. 

Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly the- 
matic film screenings presented in the Kanbar 
Forum by the Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts 
program. Saturdays. Free with museum 
admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 415-528- 
4444, exploratorium.edu. 

Balboa Theatre. Balboa Classics: Classic movies 
every week. Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. Popcorn 
Palace: Every Saturday at 10 a.m. $10 gets 
ticket plus popcorn and drink! Saturdays, 10 
a.m. Balboa Beer Movies: Saturdays, 10 p.m. 
3630 Balboa, San Francisco, 415-221-2184, 
balboamovies.com. 

The Knockout. Cyberpunk Cinema: Thrillhouse 
Records presents a classic sci-fi flick every 
month, preceded by an episode of Cowboy 
Bebop. Second Monday of every month, 6:30 
p.m. Free. cyberpunkcinema.tumblIr.com. 
3223 Mission, San Francisco, 415-550-6994, 
theknockoutsf.com. 

Christopher B. Smith Rafael Film Center. Die 
Walkiire: Die Walkiire (The Valkyrie) is the 
second of the four operas in Richard Wagner's 
Ring cycle, an epic of gods, monsters and 
humanity on a superhuman scale. Antonio 
Pappano, music director of The Royal Opera, 
conducts Keith Warner's production. The 
singers include Nina Stemme as Briinnhilde 
and Stuart Skelton and Emily Magee as the 
twins Siegmund and Sieglinde. Sun., Dec. 9, 
12-2 p.m. $15. 415-454-1222. rafaeltheater@ 
cafilm.org. rafaelfilm.cafilm.org/die-walkure/. 
1118 Fourth St., San Rafael, 415-454-1222, 
rafaelfilm.cafilm.org. 

Clay Theatre. 7he Room: Tommy Wiseau's cin- 
ematic bomb is every bit as bad as it’s 
cracked up to be. You'll crack up as well at 
this riotous midnight screening with lots of 
Rocky Horror-style audience participation. 
Second Saturday of every month, 11:59 p.m. 
2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-267-4893, 
www.landmarktheatres.com/san-francisco/ 
clay-theatre. 

Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly the- 
matic film screenings presented in the Kanbar 
Forum by the Exploratorium’s Cinema Arts 
program. Saturdays. Free with museum 
admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 415-528- 
4444, exploratorium.edu. 

Roxie Theater. Along For The Ride: Filmmaker 
Nick Ebeling profiles the professional exile 
and eventual re-emergence of Dennis Hopper 
following the making of “The Last Movie.” 
Daily. Talkies at the Roxie: An ol’ west style 
variety revue featuring alternative comedy, 
live music, oddball performances, and short 
films every first Friday of the month. First 
Friday of every month, 10 p.m. Popcorn for 
Breakfast: Saturday Cartoons: The Roxie pres- 
ents an assortment of great classic cartoons 
(in both black & white and full color) for 
Saturday-morning slackers of all ages. Second 


Saturday of every month, 11 a.m. 3117 16th 
St., San Francisco, 415-863-1087, roxie.com. 

The Knockout. Cyberpunk Cinema: Thrillhouse 
Records presents a classic sci-fi flick every 
month, preceded by an episode of Cowboy 
Bebop. Second Monday of every month, 6:30 
p.m. Free. cyberpunkcinema.tumblIr.com. 
3223 Mission, San Francisco, 415-550-6994, 
theknockoutsf.com. 

Temescal Arts Center. Shapeshifters Cinema: 
Free monthly film series featuring exper- 
imental image manipulators and ambient 
sound shamans. Second Sunday of every 
month, 8 p.m. Free. shapeshifterscinema. 
com. 511 48th St., Oakland, 510-923-1074, 
temescalartscenter.org. 

Roxie Theater. Along For The Ride: Filmmaker 
Nick Ebeling profiles the professional exile 
and eventual re-emergence of Dennis Hopper 
following the making of “The Last Movie.” 
Daily. Talkies at the Roxie: An ol’ west style 
variety revue featuring alternative comedy, 
live music, oddball performances, and short 
films every first Friday of the month. First 
Friday of every month, 10 p.m. Popcorn for 
Breakfast: Saturday Cartoons: The Roxie pres- 
ents an assortment of great classic cartoons 
(in both black & white and full color) for 
Saturday-morning slackers of all ages. Second 
Saturday of every month, 11 a.m. 3117 16th 
St., San Francisco, 415-863-1087, roxie.com. 

Temescal Arts Center. Shapeshifters Cinema: 
Free monthly film series featuring exper- 
imental image manipulators and ambient 
sound shamans. Second Sunday of every 
month, 8 p.m. Free. shapeshifterscinema. 
com. 511 48th St., Oakland, 510-923-1074, 
temescalartscenter.org. 


FREE EVENTS 


“1999”: w/ DJ Mark Andrus. Thursdays, 9 
p.m., Free, facebook.com/1999sf. Raven, 
1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-431-1151, 
ravenbarsf.com. 

All-Star Jam with Los Train Wreck: Second 
Tuesday of every month, 8 p.m., free. El Rio, 
3158 Mission, San Francisco, 415-282-3325, 
elriosf.com. 

Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam: Sundays, 
4 p.m., free. The Lucky Horseshoe, 453 
Cortland, San Francisco, www.theluckyhorse- 
shoebar.com. 

Bingotopia: Show your B-I-N-G-O face. Thurs- 
days, 7 p.m., free, www.theknockoutsf.com/ 
bingotopia.html. The Knockout, 3223 Mission, 
San Francisco, 415-550-6994, theknockoutsf. 
com. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia night. Mondays, 
8 p.m. Nickies, 466 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-255-0300, www.nickies.com. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia night. Mondays, 
8:15 p.m. Blarney Stone Bar & Restaurant, 
5625 Geary, San Francisco, 415-386-9914. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia night. Tues- 
days, 7:30 p.m. Long Bar and Bistro, 2298 
Fillmore, San Francisco, 415-440-1700, www. 
longbarsf.com. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia night. Tuesdays, 
8:30 p.m. Martin Macks Restaurant and Bar, 
1568 Haight, San Francisco, 415-861-2236. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Trivia contest. Wednes- 
days, 8 p.m. Bus Stop, 1901 Union, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-567-6905, www.facebook.com/ 
BusStopBar. 

Brainstormer Pub Quiz: Team up for fun and 
games with your hostess, Marissa. Wednes- 
days, 8 p.m. The Napper Tandy, 3200 24th 
St., San Francisco, 415-550-7510, www.nap- 
pertandysf.com. 

Brainstormer Trivia: Win prizes with your team 
at this classic trivia night. Wednesdays, 7:30 


p.m. Danny Coyle’s, 668 Haight, San Francisco, 
415-558-8375, www.dannycoyles.com. 

“Bubble”: Thursdays, 10 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/LowerHaightbubble. Underground SF, 
424 Haight, San Francisco, 415-864-7386, 
undergroundsf.com. 

“Built for Speed”: Thursdays, 10 p.m., free, 
www.myspace.com/rocksyourass. Delirium 
Cocktails, 3139 16th St., San Francisco, 415- 
552-5525. 

“Burn Down the Disco”: w/ DJs 2shy-shy & Melt 
w/U Second Wednesday of every month, 9 
p.m., free. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., San 
Francisco, 415-647-2888, makeoutroom.com. 

The Castle Quiz: Free weekly trivia contest with 
cash (and beer) giveaways for the brainiest 
know-it-alls. Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m., free. Ed- 
inburgh Castle, 950 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-885-4074, thecastlesf.com. 

Classical Revolution: Mondays, 8 p.m., free/ 
donation, www.classicalrevolution.org. Rev- 
olution Cafe, 3248 22nd St., San Francisco, 
415-642-0474, revolutioncafesf.com. 

DJs Carmen y Miranda: Fridays, 6 p.m., free. 
El Rio, 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 415-282- 
3325, elriosf.com. 

Open Mic Night: All forms of live entertainment 
welcome at this weekly event. One drink or 
food purchase required. Mondays, 7 p.m. 
Gallery Cafe Live, 587 Post, San Francisco, 
415-346-6161, www.gallerycafelive.com. 

Gaucho, Eric Garland’s Jazz Session, The Am- 
nesiacs: Wednesdays, / p.m., free. Amnesia, 
853 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-970-0012, 
amnesiathebar.com. 

“Guilty Pleasures”: w/ TophZilla, Rob Metal, 
DJ Stef, Disco-D Thursdays, 9:30 p.m., free. 
Gestalt Haus, 3159 16th St., San Francisco, 
415-655-9935, gestaltsf.com. 

“Haute”: Saturdays, 10:30 p.m., free. 5A5 
Steak Lounge, 244 Jackson, San Francisco, 
415-989-2539, www.5a5stk.com. 

Honey: Community building group celebrating 
LBTQQ young women. Wednesdays, 4-6 p.m., 
free. LYRIC, 123-127 Collingwood, San Fran- 
cisco, 415-703-6150, www.lyric.org. 

“Jet Set”: Salsa, reggaeton, and Latin hip-hop 
with resident DJ Erick Santero. Wednesdays, 
9 p.m., free; $3. Luka’s Taproom & Lounge, 
2221 Broadway, Oakland, 510-451-4677, lu- 
kasoakland.com. 

“Jungle Boogie”: With resident DJs Poizen, Kool 
Kyle, and Uncle Joe. Thursdays, 10 p.m., free. 
Luka’s Taproom & Lounge, 2221 Broadway, 
Oakland, 510-451-4677, lukasoakland.com. 

Karaoke Lounge: High-quality singing with no 
charge for songs or entrance. Daily, free. 
The Mint Karaoke Lounge, 1942 Market, San 
Francisco, 415-626-4726, www.themint.net. 

Karaoke Night: Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Black- 
thorn Tavern, 834 Irving, San Francisco, 415- 
564-6627, www.blackthornsf.com. 

Karaoke with KJ Paul: Sundays, 9 p.m., free, 
www.kjpaul.com. Dalva, 3121 16th St., San 
Francisco, 415-252-7740, www.myspace. 
com/186529294. 

Krazy for Karaoke: With Omar Rockriguez. 
Mondays, 9 p.m., free, www.theknockoutsf. 
com/karaoke.html. The Knockout, 3223 
Mission, San Francisco, 415-550-6994, the- 
knockoutsf.com. 

M.E.E.T.: Community building group celebrating 
GBTQQ young men. Fridays, 4-6 p.m., free. 
LYRIC, 123-127 Collingwood, San Francisco, 
415-703-6150, www.lyric.org. 

Native Plant Nursery Volunteer Days: Help 
Greg Gaar, native plant guardian. Sundays, 
noon. Haight Ashbury Neighborhood Coun- 
cil Recycling Center, 780 Frederick, San 
Francisco, 415-753-0932, www.hanc-sf.org. 

OMG! Karaoke: In the front room. Wednesdays, 8 
p.m., free. El Rio, 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 


415-282-3325, elriosf.com. 

Open Mike Karaoke: Daily, 6 p.m., free; free. 
Encore Karaoke Lounge, 1550 California, 
San Francisco, 415-775-0442, www.encore- 
karaokesf.com. 

Open Mic with Brendan Getzell: Mondays, 8 
p.m., free. Hotel Utah, 500 Fourth St., San 
Francisco, 415-546-6300, hotelutah.com. 

Open Mic with Chris Rodriguez: Tuesdays, 
9 p.m., free. Ireland’s 32, 3920 Geary, San 
Francisco, 415-386-6173, irelands32sf.com. 

“Original Famous Twang Sundays”: Sundays, 
4 p.m., free. Thee Parkside, 1600 17th St., San 
Francisco, 415-252-1330, theeparkside.com. 

“Peaches”: w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady 
Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and Andre 
Thursdays, 10 p.m., free, facebook.com/ 
peachesladydjcrew. Skylark Bar, 3089 16th St., 
San Francisco, 415-621-9294, skylarkbar.com. 

The Pick Bluegrass Jam: Second Monday of 
every month, 6 p.m., free, www.thepicksf. 
com/jam.aspx. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 415-970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Pub Quiz Night: Prizes for winning teams. 
Tuesdays, 8:30 p.m. Maggie McGarry’s, 1353 
Grant, San Francisco, 415-399-9020, www. 
maggiemcgarrys.com. 

Quiz Night: Team trivia game. Thursdays, 6:15 
p.m. Elephant and Castle, 424 Battery, San 
Francisco, 415-268-3900, www.elephant- 
castle.com. 

Quiz Night: Trivia game hosted by Stan Lee. 
Mondays, 8 p.m., free. Blackthorn Tavern, 
834 Irving, San Francisco, 415-564-6627, 
www.blackthornsf.com. 

Quiz Nights: The only place in town hosting 
two nights of trivia every week. Tuesdays, 9 
p.m.; Thursdays, 9 p.m. Mad Dog in the Fog, 
530 Haight, San Francisco, 415-626-7279, 
www.facebook.com/pages/Mad-Dog-In-The- 


a eee he: 
a gor pHao a = eRe: = — 
eT aT i 


BIGG GIGA TIC - 
"ANTIBALAS » CHALI 6) 
ELEVATERS « FUNKY METERS «A 
“| a a RIZE + PR 


oe DARBY doll * CLAIRE LIP 
Creu GLASS - . LORD = 


£% aT dats ' 


JAY AND SILENT BOB 


cieaae ERNATHY « LORI AJA Napa \NDE 
ei ; ! i 


Fog/111245485569064. 

Ragtime Tuesdays: Tuesdays, 5 p.m., free. Pier 
23 Cafe, Pier 23, San Francisco, 415-362-5125, 
pier23cafe.com. 

“Return of the Cypher’: Sundays, 9:30 p.m., 
free. Boom Boom Room, 1601 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 415-673-8000, boomboomblues. 
com. 

“Rock ‘n’ Roll Fantasy”: w/ DJs Donovan Drum- 
mond and Don C. Baird Sundays, 6 p.m., free. 
The Brown Jug, 496 Eddy St., San Francisco, 
415-441-8404. 

“Shellac Shack’’: DJ Chas Gaudi spins vintage 
blues, jazz, rock 'n’ roll, and other 78 RPM 
goodies. Mondays, 7 p.m., free, www.myspace. 
com/shellacshack. The Homestead, 2301 
Folsom, San Francisco, 415-282-4663, www. 
homesteadsf.com. 

“Shelter”: Tuesdays, 10 p.m., free, www.face- 
book.com/shelter.sf. Underground SF, 424 
Haight, San Francisco, 415-864-7386, un- 
dergroundsf.com. 

“Singin’ Sundays”: Weekly karaoke night. 
Sundays, 8 p.m., free. Butter, 354 11th St., 
San Francisco, 415-863-5964, www.smoothas- 
butter.com. 

Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert: Sundays, 7:30 
p.m., free. The Royal Cuckoo, 3202 Mission, 
San Francisco, 415-550-8667, royalcuckoo. 
com. 

“Soul-Full”: Classic hip-hop, funk, soul, & more 
with DJ Aebl Dee. Sundays, 8 p.m., free. Luka’s 
Taproom & Lounge, 2221 Broadway, Oakland, 
510-451-4677, lukasoakland.com. 

“Stamina”: w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and guests 
Sundays, 10 p.m., free, staminasundays.com. 
F8, 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 415-857-1192, 
feightsf.com. 

Sunday Sessions: Sundays, 10 p.m., free. Ma- 
drone Art Bar, 500 Divisadero, San Francisco, 
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415-241-0202, madroneartbar.com. 

“Sweater Funk”: Sundays, 10 p.m., free, face- 
book.com/sweaterfunk. The Knockout, 3223 
Mission, San Francisco, 415-550-6994, thek- 
nockoutsf.com. 

“Three Day Weekend”: With DJ C-Moses. 
Mondays, 9 p.m., free. Luka’s Taproom & 
Lounge, 2221 Broadway, Oakland, 510-451- 
4677, lukasoakland.com. 

Transmagic: Community building group cele- 
brating trans/gender-variant youth. Tuesdays, 
4-6 p.m., free. LYRIC, 123-127 Collingwood, 
San Francisco, 415-703-6150, www.lyric.org. 

Trivia Quiz: Team game of questions and an- 
swers, with prizes. Tuesdays. The Bitter End, 
441 Clement, San Francisco, 415-221-9538, 
www.travelnotes.org/BitterEnd/. 

Craig Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod: 
Saturdays, 4-6 p.m., free. Atlas Cafe, 3049 
20th St., San Francisco, 415-648-1047, at- 
lascafe.net. 

Whiskey Wednesday: Because Friday is too long 
to wait. Wednesdays, 4 p.m., free. Bender's, 
806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco, 415-824-1800, 
www.bendersbar.com. 

Women’s Wednesdays: Once a week, meet with 
working women as well as stay-at-home moms 
for an hour of inspiration. Run by Rabbi Ahron 
Hecht. Wednesdays, 12:15 p.m. Richmond 
Torah Center, 423 10th Ave., San Francisco, 
415-386-8123, www.rtchabad.org. 

Wrapped in Plastic: First Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free. The Royale, 800 Post, 
San Francisco, 415-441-4099, theroyalesf.com. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Judy Bebelaar - And Then They Were Gone: 
Left Coast Writers® Book Launch, And Then 
They Were Gone: Teenagers from Peoples 
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Temple from High School to Jonestown, by 
Judy Bebelaar begins in San Francisco at 
the small school where Reverend Jim Jones 
enrolled the teens of his Peoples Temple 
church in 1976. Within a year, most had been 
sent to join Jones and other congregants in 
what Jones promised was a tropical para- 
dise based on egalitarian values, but which 
turned out to be a deadly prison camp. Many 
of these powerful stories are told here for 
the first time. Mon., Dec. 10, 6-7:30 p.m., 
Free, 415-927-0960, zruskin@bookpassage. 
com, www.bookpassage.com/event/left- 
coast-writers%C2%AE-judy-bebelaar-and- 
then-they-were-gone-san-francisco-store. 
Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, San 
Francisco, bookpassage.com. 

Launch Party and Book Signing with RS 
Whipple: Paxton Gate's Curiosities is hosting 
a pop-up gallery of original artwork from 
“When I Was Big and You Were Little,” the 
debut picture book by SF author-illustrator 
RS Whipple, from November 28th to December 
9th. Festivities will conclude with a Launch 
Party and Book Signing on Friday, December 
7th., Set in an Indian-American household, 
“When | Was Big and You Were Little” is a book 
about bedtime fears and the imagination’s 
unique power to soften their hold. A magical 
tale of an unconventional father-daughter 
duo told with vibrant illustrations inspired 
by walks in the Marin Headlands. Fri., Dec. 
7, 5-7 p.m., Free, 415-252-9990, rswhipple@ 
gmail.com, paxtongate.com/curiosities/ 
events/events-curiosities-for-kids. Paxton 
Gate’s Curiosities for Kids, 766 Valencia, San 
Francisco, www.paxtongate.com. 

Left Coast Writers: Monthly readings by mem- 
bers of the LCW literary community. Second 
Monday of every month, 6 p.m., free, left- 
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The Art Work of Mahnaz Badihian 
Presented at the 
Live Worms Gallery In San Francisco 


Artist Reception Dec. 7th, 6:00-9:00pm 
On View from Dec. 7 through Dec. 9% 


Live Worms Gallery 


1345 Grant Ave (Green & Vallejo) 


San Francisco CA, 94133 


Gallery Hours 
Dec. 7th, 6:00-9:00pm 
Dec. 8th, 12:00-8:00pm 
Dec, 9th, 12:00-5:00pm 


To Inquire: 415-306-3435, 415-686-2919 or 
zanhamsf@gmail.com 
www.mahmag.org 
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coastwriters.com. Book Passage, 1 Ferry 
Building Ste. 42, San Francisco, 415-835-1020, 
bookpassage.com. 

Michael Lally: From a ‘60s-era verse letter 
to John Coltrane to a 2017 examination of 
Life After Trump, Another Way to Play col- 
lects more than a half century of engaged, 
accessible, and deeply felt poetry from a 
writer both iconoclastic and embedded in 
the American tradition. In the vein of William 
Carlos Williams and Frank O'Hara, Michael 
Lally eschews formality in favor of a colloquial 
idiom that pops straight from the page into 
the reader's synapses. This is the definitive 
collection of verse from a poet who has been 
around the world and back again. Sat., Dec. 
8, 7:30-9 p.m., Free, 415-431-6800, patrick@ 
thegreenarcade.com, www.TheGreenArcade. 
com. The Green Arcade, 1680 Market, San 
Francisco, thegreenarcade.com. 

The Moth StorySLAM: Dan Kennedy presides 
over this monthly gathering of raconteurs 
at which 10 volunteers are randomly chosen 
to tell a five-minute tale. Second Monday of 
every month, 7 p.m., $8-$16, themoth.org. 
Rickshaw Stop, 155 Fell, San Francisco, 415- 
861-2011, rickshawstop.com. 

The Shout: Monthly storytelling event. Second 
Monday of every month, 7:30 p.m., $5- 
$20, theshoutstorytelling.com. Perch, 440 
Grand, Oakland, 510-922-1507, facebook. 
com/perchcoffee. 

Tuesdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings 
curated by Jack Hirschman. Tuesdays, 6:30 
p.m., free. North Beach Branch Library, 850 
Columbus Ave, San Francisco, 415-355-5626, 
sfpl.org. 

Wanderland Writers - Wandering in Cuba: Left 
Coast Writers® Book Launch, Once again Wan- 
derland Writers head south to explore-—this 
time to Cuba, an island country that has paid a 
high price for self-determination: revolution, 
isolation and hardship. But somehow this 
nation and its amazing people continue to 
reinvent themselves and fascinate us with 
their marvelous creativity and vitality. Join 
Linda Watanabe McFerrin and Joanna Biggar 
as they discuss Wandering in Cuba. Wed., Dec. 
12, 6-7:30 p.m., Free, 415-927-0960, zruskin@ 
bookpassage.com, www.bookpassage.com/ 
event/left-coast-writers%C2%AE-wander- 
land-writers-wandering-cuba-san-francis- 
co-store-0. Book Passage, 1 Ferry Building 
Ste. 42, San Francisco, bookpassage.com. 

Writers with Drinks: Spoken-word variety 
show that mixes genres — including poetry, 
stand-up comedy, sci-fi, romance, mystery, 
erotica, memoir, and more — to raise money 
for local nonprofits. Second Saturday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., $5-$20, writerswithdrinks. 
com. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., San 
Francisco, 415-647-2888, makeoutroom.com. 

Writers With Drinks featuring Shawn Wen 
and Jennifer S. Cheng: This American Life 
contributor Shawn Wen, author of A Twenty 
Minute Silence, Followed by Applause: An Es- 
say, reads at San Francisco’s longest-running 
spoken word event. She's joined by Jennifer S. 
Cheng, author of Moon: Letters, Maps, Poems. 
Plus Jaymee Goh (The Last Cheng Beng Gift), 
Bryan Thao Worra (Outsiders Within), May-Lee 
Chai (Useful Phrases for Immigrants) and Alan 
Chazaro (Iron Horse Review). Hosted by Char- 
lie Jane Anders. Sat., Dec. 8, 7:30-9:30 p.m., 
$5 to $20, 415-647-2888, charlieanders2@ 
gmail.com. Make-Out Room, 3225 22nd St., 
San Francisco, makeoutroom.com. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS & 
EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambas- 


sadors: The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an 
adorable romp of North American river otters 
to Pier 39. Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 
415-623-5300, aquariumofthebay.org. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian 
Art Museum Collection: More than 2,500 
objects from the museum's permanent col- 
lection explore the major cultures of Asia. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. 200 Larkin, San Francisco, 
415-581-3500, asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: 
Glimpse into the poetic, exuberant lives of 
Jack Kerouac, Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen 
Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, and other Beat Gen- 
eration characters via original manuscripts, 
memorabilia, letters, personal items, and 
other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 
540 Broadway, San Francisco, 415-399-9626, 
thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Lo- 
cated in a historic cable car powerhouse, the 
museum displays a variety of cable car gear, 
photographs, installations explaining how the 
cars work, and several antique vehicles. Daily. 
Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 415-474-1887, 
cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Habitat Earth: 
The California Academy of Sciences’ newest 
planetarium show redefines the traditional 
concept of astronomical presentation, turning 
the telescopes around and focusing on the 
greatest wonder of the universe — Earth 
itself — as it invites viewers to discover what 
it means to live in today’s connected world on 
the only planet known to sustain biodiversity 
and life. Daily. Animal Attraction: Exhibit about 
the wild courtship and mating strategies 
in the animal kingdom. Daily. Earthquake: 
Treat your senses to seismic overload in this 
exhibit that includes a walk-in Earth model 
illustrating plate tectonics, a recreation 
of a Victorian salon that shakes like two 
of San Francisco's most famous quakes, a 
planetarium show, interactive displays, and 
more. Daily. Color of Life: The Academy's 
bright new summer show celebrates the 
chromatic diversity of nature with live ani- 
mals, interactive displays, dioramas, videos, 
and more. Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch as 
the Academy's flightless friends are offered 
their breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. 
& 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive into 
the Academy's live coral tank and offer live 
explanations of its denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. 
& 2:30 p.m. Sharks and Rays: Learn about the 
Reef Lagoon’s residents. Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
1:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get up close 
and personal with some of the Academy's 
scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. 
NightLife: Weekly afterhours party featuring 
dance music, drinks, scientific presentations, 
hands-on activities, and more for people who 
like to pair their intellectual curiosity with 
a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 p.m. $10-$12. 
calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 55 Music 
Concourse, San Francisco, 415-379-8000, 
calacademy.org. 

Chinese Historical Society of America. The 
Chinese of America: Toward a More Perfect 
Union: This bilingual exhibit follows the 
course of Chinese-American immigration 
from the 19th century to today via photo- 
graphs, artifacts, and historical narratives. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. 965 Clay, San 
Francisco, 415-391-1188, chsa.org. 

Contemporary Jewish Museum. Lamp of the 
Covenant: Dave Lane, often described as “an 
outsider artist,’ has repurposed 6 tons of 
steel into a 90-foot sheath of globes, light 
bulbs, old tools, and other objects that hang 
over the museum's central lobby. Like the 
eternal light that can be found in every syn- 


agogue, Lane’s gigantic lamp can be seen as 
a symbol of higher connection — both literally 
and figuratively. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thurs- 
days-Sundays. 736 Mission, San Francisco, 
415-655-7800, thecjm.org. 

Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Ex- 
ploratorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black 
maze designed to heighten one's awareness 
of the sense of touch — reopens at the new 
location after a slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. $12-$15 (in addition to regular museum 
admission). Permanent Exhibits: The family 
science museum's gigantic new complex 
is split into six separate gallery sections 
that focus on human behavior, senses & 
perception, biology, the environment, and 
much more — all with the Exploratorium’s 
famously whimsical and interactive features. 
Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. After Dark: 
Leave the kids at home — this monthly party 
features adult-themed science programs, 
performances, and cocktails. Y'know, stuff 
grown-ups like. Ages 18+ only. First Thursday 
of every month, 6-10 p.m. $10-$15. Pier 15, San 
Francisco, 415-528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 

GLBT History Museum. Queer Past Becomes 
Present: Multipart exhibit tracing the history 
of queer youth activism, exploring lost S.F. 
“gayborhoods,” paying tribute to pioneering 
lesbian magazine The Ladder, spotlighting 
Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and more. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 30 Years 
of Collecting Art That Tells Our Stories: 
Elisabeth Cornu curates a selection of visual 
art that recalls scenes from the heady, hot, 
turbulent days of gay life from the 1960s to 
the 1990s. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
4127 18th St., San Francisco, 415-621-1107, 
glbthistorymuseum.org. 

International Art Museum of America. Free 
Guided Museum Tour: Monthly tour of the 
IAMA's diverse exhibits and highlighted 
artists. Second Sunday of every month, 1:30 
p.m. free. 1025 Market St., San Francisco, 
415-376-6344, iamasf.org. 

Legion of Honor. The Salon Doré: Recently 
restored, this installation recreates the 
extravagant French Neoclassical interior 
of the Hotel de la Trémoille in Paris. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: 
Porcelain from England and continental 
Europe. Tuesdays-Sundays. 100 34th Ave., 
San Francisco, 415-750-3600, legionofhonor. 
famsf.org. 

The Marine Mammal Center. Marine Science 
Sundays: Learn about oceans and the wildlife 
within during classroom presentations and 
docent-led tours of the MMC. Second and 
Fourth Sunday of every month, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Free. 2000 Bunker Road, Sausalito, 
marinemammalcenter.org. 

Randall Museum. Meet the Animals: Live 
presentations about the animals who live 
at the museum. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 
199 Museum, San Francisco, 415-554-9600, 
randallmuseum.org. 

Randall Museum @ Mission Art Center. Drop-In 
Science Workshop: Each week kids and par- 
ents can participate in artistic activities 
that illuminate some aspect of science. Sat- 
urdays, 10:30 a.m. $3-$5. Meet the Animals: 
Though the Randall's regular facilities in 
Corona Heights are temporarily closed, the 
animals who live at the museum will make 
weekly trips down to the Mission for free 
live presentations. Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 
Drop-In Art Workshop: Get creative with arts 
and crafts projects for children and parents 
alike. Saturdays, 1 p.m. $3-$5. 745 Treat, San 
Francisco, 415-554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 

San Francisco Maritime National Historical 
Park Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Water- 
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front: Historic memorabilia, nautical artifacts, 
slide presentations, and large-scale deco- 
rative installations recreate the sights and 
sounds of San Francisco's bustling shipping 
and fishing industries in this free daily exhibit. 
Daily, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, 
San Francisco, 415-447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art 
(SFMOMA). New Work: LANZA Atelier: This 
exhibition introduces three new projects 
by Mexico City-based architecture firm 
LANZA Atelier. It draws upon their interests 
in Mexico City’s architectural history and in 
bringing communications together through 
architectural interventions. Mondays, Tues- 
days, Thursdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 151 
3rd St., San Francisco, 415-357-4000, www. 
sfmoma.org. 


THEATER 


42nd Street Moon's DAMES AT SEA: It's 
42ND STREET meets ANYTHING GOES meets 
Busby Berkeley in Hollywood in this gem of 
a show which opened Off-Broadway in 1968 
and helped launch the career of Bernadette 
Peters. Sweet, innocent Ruby arrives in New 
York with big dreams and lands in the chorus 
of anew show — but the theatre is about to be 
torn down! Can sailor-turned-songwriter Dick 
find a new venue for the show while juggling 
temperamental diva Mona, frazzled producer 
Hennesy and starry-eyed ingénue Ruby? Full 
of vim, verve, and tap-dancing, DAMES AT SEA 
will charm its way into your heart. Thu., Dec. 
6, 7-9 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 7, 8-10 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 
8, 1-3 & 6-8 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 9, 3-5 p.m.; Wed., 
Dec. 12, 7-9 p.m.; Thu., Dec. 13, 7-9 p.m.; Fri., 
Dec. 14, 8-10 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 15, 6-8 p.m.; Sun., 
Dec. 16, 3-5 p.m., $30 - $75, 415-255-8207, 
tickets@42ndstmoon.org, 42ndstmoon.org/ 
damesatsea/. Gateway Theatre, 215 Jackson, 
San Francisco. 

Barbarella: On Stage & In Space!: The year 
is 4018 and Barbarella, Earth's preeminent 
five-star double-rated astronavagatrix, is on 
a secret mission to save the galaxy from the 
evil cyberneticist Durand Durand. To succeed, 
Barbarella must thwart an amorous tyrant, 
save her new angel friend, and traverse an 
alien world armed with only ancient weapons, 
her spaceship, and her incomparable talent. 
Based on the comic book by Jean-Claude 
Forest, this theatrical production is a modern, 
progressive take on the sci-fi classic made 
famous by Roger Vadim and Jane Fonda. Pop 
your exaltation transference pellets and join 
us Thursdays, Fridays, and Saturdays between 
Nov 29th and Deci5th. Thursdays-Satur- 
days, 8-10 p.m. Continues through Dec. 15, 
$20, 510-612-7858, dreamsontherockspro- 
ductions@gmail.com, www.facebook.com/ 
events/214556319416997/. Exit Stage Left, 
156 Eddy, San Francisco, sffringe.org. 

Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical 
revue spoofs pop culture with extravagant 
costumes. Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 
Green, San Francisco, 415-421-4222, beach- 
blanketbabylon.com. 

A Bronx Tale: Two time Academy Award winner 
Robert De Niro and four-time Tony Award 
winner Jarry Zaks bring their incredible New 
York musical to cities across America. A Bronx 
Tale takes place in the early 1960s and follows 
the story of a young man caught between the 
father he loves and the mob boss he'd love 
to be. Saturdays, Sundays, 2 p.m.; Fridays, 
Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Tuesdays-Thursdays, 7:30 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 23, $60+. Gate- 
way Theatre, 215 Jackson, San Francisco. 


Crazy For You: “CRAZY FOR YOU uncorked the 


American musical's classic blend of music, 
laughter, dancing, sentiment and showman- 
ship with a freshness and confidence rarely 
seen during the C decade...Crazy for You 
scrapes away decades of cabaret and jazz 
and variety-show interpretations to reclaim 
the Gershwins’ standards, in all their glorious 
youth, for the dynamism of the stage.” -The 
New York Times Thu., Dec. 6, 7:30-10 p.m.; 
Fri., Dec. 7, 8-10:30 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 8, 2-4:30 
& 8-10:30 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 9, 2-4:30 p.m.; 
Thu., Dec. 13, 7:30-10 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 14, 
8-10:30 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 15, 2-4:30 & 8-10:30 
p.m.; Sun., Dec. 16, 2-4:30 p.m., $35 - $65, 
415-340-2207, box@bamsf.org, www.bamsf. 
org/crazy-for-you/. Alcazar Theater, 650 
Geary, San Francisco, www.noehill.com/sf/ 
landmarks/sf195.asp. 


A History of World War II: The D-Day Invasion 


to the Fall of Berlin: Multi award-winning 
actor/playwright and Theatre Rhinoceros Ar- 
tistic Director John Fisher will take audiences 
on a whirlwind tour of the past with his ac- 
claimed solo show “A History of World War II: 
The D-Day Invasion to the Fall of Berlin” at The 
Marsh San Francisco. Capturing the Best Actor 
award from the 2017 United Solo Festival, this 
highly entertaining work also demonstrates 
how WWII helped Fisher win boyhood battles 
with his older brother. Thursdays, 8 p.m.; 
Thursdays, 8:30 p.m. Continues through Dec. 
15, $20-$35 sliding scale, $55-$100 reserved, 
415-282-3055 (Monday through Friday, 1pm- 
Apm), marsh@themarsh.org, themarsh.org/ 
history_of_world_war_ii/john-fisher/. The 
Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 
themarsh.org. 


The Jewelry Box: Performed by Brian Copeland, 


who has been hailed by the San Francisco 
Chronicle as “among the Bay Area’s most 
honest, thoughtful and eloquent storytellers,” 
and directed by David Ford, this hilariously 
heartwarming story follows a young Brian as 
he heads to the “mean streets” of Oakland 
to buy his mom a Christmas present. When 
he finds the perfect gift - a jewelry box in 
the White Front Department store - six- 
year-old Brian sets out to earn the required 
$11.97 by Christmas. Rife with references to 
1970s Oakland, The Jewelry Box recounts 
Brian’s adventures as he scours the “help 
wanted" ads, applies for jobs, and collects 
bottles, inching his way toward the perfect 
Christmas gift. Saturdays, 5 p.m.; Fridays, 8 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 15, $20-$35. The 
Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 
415-826-5750, themarsh.org. 


The Marsh San Francisco Presents “The 


Jewelry Box”: The family-friendly Bay Area 
holiday favorite “The Jewelry Box” returns to 
The Marsh San Francisco. Performed by Brian 
Copeland and directed by David Ford, this hi- 
lariously heartwarming story follows a young 
Brian as he heads to the “mean streets” of 
Oakland to buy his mom a Christmas present. 
Rife with references to 1970s Oakland, “The 
Jewelry Box” recounts Brian’s adventures 
as he scours the “help wanted” ads, applies 
for jobs, and collects bottles, inching his 
way toward the perfect Christmas gift. 
Fridays, 8-9:30 p.m.; Saturdays, 5-6:30 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 15, $20-$35 sliding 
scale, 415-282-3055, marsh@themarsh.org, 
themarsh.org/jewelrybox/brian-copeland-3/. 
The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San Fran- 
cisco, themarsh.org. 


The Marsh San Francisco Presents “Why 


Would I Mispronounce My Own Name?”: Irma 
Herrera’s show “Why Would | Mispronounce 


My Own Name?” weaves history and comedic 
insights into stories about names as she sheds 
light and throws shade on societal prejudices 
and assumptions. When giving her name its 
correct Spanish pronunciation, some people 
assume she’s a foreigner - despite the fact 
that Irma’s family has been in South Texas for 
generations, or that she is an award-winning 
social justice activist, lawyer, and journalist. 
Coming to The Marsh San Francisco, Irma’s 
notes from American history and laugh 
out-loud humor invite audience members 
to consider what it will take for everyone 
to get along. Thu., Dec. 6, 8 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 
8, 5 p.m., $20-$35 sliding scale, $55-$100 
reserved, 415-282-3055, marsh@themarsh. 
org, themarsh.org/mispronounce-my-name/ 
irma-herrera/. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Va- 
lencia, San Francisco, themarsh.org. 


Mary Poppins: The entitled children of the stern 


Mr. Banks have made short work of a string 
of nannies. But when the tattered sorceress 
Mary Poppins arrives on their doorstep, she 
must use a combination of magic and common 
sense to engage the children to drop their 
silver spoons and lead their deadened dad 
to kite-flying redemption. A new take on 
a classic tale, this musical will truly make 
you believe that anything can happen if you 
let it—and want to sing “Supercalifragilis- 
ticexpialidocious” from the chimney tops! 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Jan. 12, 
$40-$100. San Francisco Playhouse, 450 Post, 
San Francisco, 415-677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 


Men On Boats: Spinning historical, theatrical, 


and gender conventions on their heads, this 
subversive tale of ten men, four boats, and 
two rivers contains none of the above. Pack 
your gear for this 21st-century theatrical spin 
on 19th-century American explorer and one- 
armed Civil War veteran John Wesley Powell, 
who assembles a brawny and eclectic band of 
men-soldiers, trappers, and adventurers—to 
explore Wyoming's waterways. Inspired by 
Powell's actual travel log from 1869, Jaclyn 
Backhaus’s nimble and ingenious script is 
provocative, laugh-out-loud theater, per- 
formed by a diverse cast of female-identifying 
actors who infuse America’s historic myths 
of male conquest with a sly blast of subtext. 
With the speed and force of white-water 
rapids, Backhaus conjures her epic story—in 
which simple materials are transformed into 
perilous canyons and death-defying cliffs—out 
of movement and sheer imagination, shaping 
an innovative and innately theatrical play 
that became an off-Broadway sensation. 
Wednesdays, Saturdays, Sundays, 2 p.m.; Tues- 
days-Saturdays, 7:30 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 16, $15-$110. American Conservatory 
Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, San Francisco, 
415-749-2228, act-sf.org. 


Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, per- 


formance artists, and others take the stage 
at this regular staging of works in progress. 
Mondays, 7:30 p.m., $7. The Marsh Theater, 
1062 Valencia, San Francisco, 415-826-5750, 
themarsh.org. 


The Oakland Raiders, True Crime & Coming of 


Age in SF: The Marsh San Francisco presents 
C.W. Nevius’ “The Oakland Raiders, True Crime 
& Coming of Age in SF.” Thirty-eight years ago, 
Nevius came to San Francisco from a small 
newspaper in Colorado Springs, to work at the 
San Francisco Chronicle. Assigned to cover 
the Oakland Raiders, Nevius was taken along 
for the ride of his life to the Super Bowl. He 
was also involved in covering the story of a 
shocking sexual assault case at the University 
of San Francisco, featuring an All-American 
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basketball player. Throughout these expe- 
riences, many lessons were learned, many 
from a crusty, chain-smoking editor from 
Oklahoma. Fridays, 8-9:15 p.m.; Saturdays, 
8:30-9:15 p.m. Continues through Dec. 15, 
$20-$35 sliding scale, $55-$100 reserved, 
415-282-3055 (Monday through Friday, 1pm- 
4pm), marsh@themarsh.org, themarsh.org/ 
oakland_raiders_true_crime/chuck-cw-ne- 
vius/. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San 
Francisco, themarsh.org. 


One Googol and One: One Googol and One opens 


on Dec 7-22 at Brava; a play about historical 
injustices & how each of our stories from the 
past shape our modern identities. Starting 
Dec. 7, Thursdays-Saturdays, 8-10 p.m.; 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 2-4 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 22, Students: $17; under 30: $35; 
GA: $45., 415-424-2008, Info@sfbatco.com, 
www.sfbatco.org. Brava Theater Center, 2781 
24th St., San Francisco, brava.org. 


San Francisco Neo-Futurists Present: The 


Infinite Wrench at PianoFight: The SF 
Neo-Futurists present The Infinite Wrench, 
an ever-changing explosion of 2-minute plays. 
Join us as we explore the irrepressible, the 
honest, the WTF, and the new. Fridays, Satur- 
days, 9:30-11 p.m., $14-19 at door; $18 online, 
415-816-3691, info@sfneofuturists.com, www. 
sfneofuturists.com/. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, pianofight.com. 


Saturday Write Fever: S.F. Theater Pub’s Stuart 


Bousel and Megan Cohen host this “writing 
sprint” where hastily penned thematic mono- 
logues get performed before the ink even gets 
a chance to dry. Second Saturday of every 
month, 8:30 p.m., free. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, 
San Francisco, 415-673-3847, theexit.org. 


Shotz: Amios cooks up a new set of thematically 
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linked one-act, five-minute plays that share 
common criteria. Second Wednesday of 
every month, 8 p.m., $10, amios.wordpress. 
com. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
415-816-3691, pianofight.com. 


So You Think You Can Circus: This year’s Winter 


Showcase will feature dozens of circus artists 
young and less-young... all performing before 
the discerning eye of our Celebrity Judge 
Panel, including Holiday mainstays Santa 
Claus and our beloved Yeti. Sat., Dec. 8, 7:30- 
9:30 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 9, 2-4 p.m., $5 - $20, 
415-759-8123, accounts@circuscenter.org, 
circuscenter.org/mainstage. San Francisco 
Circus Center, 755 Frederick, San Francisco, 
www.circuscenter.org. 


Southern Lights: 3Girls Theatre transforms Z 


Below into the down-home Texas Crossroads 
Bar for an all-new revival of Lee Brady's 
beloved country music romance play. Thurs- 
days-Saturdays, 7:30-9:30 p.m.; Saturdays, 
2-4 p.m.; Saturdays, 3-5 p.m.; Saturdays, 3-5 
p.m. Continues through Dec. 22, $20 - $45., 
3girlstheatre.org/southernlights-by-lee- 
brady/. Z Below, 470 Florida, San Francisco, 
415-626-0453, zSpace.org. 


Vampire Christmas: Hot on the heels of last 


year’s monstrous seasonal special Just 
Another Zombie Holiday Show, Vampire 
Christmas is EXIT's latest foray into creating 
our own holiday classics, one twisted creature 
feature at a time. Co-written by longtime 
EXIT veterans and heroes of the indie theater 


scene, Allison Page and Stuart Bousel, and 
directed by Alejandro Emmanuel Torres. 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8-10 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 15, $20-$30, 415-673-3847, 
mail@theexit.org, www.theexit.org/vam- 
pire-christmas/. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, San 
Francisco, theexit.org. 
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Award-winning writer/ 
performer Nilaja Sun in the 
West Coast premiere of 
Pike St.at Berkeley Rep. 


By Jeffrey Edalatpour 


Nilaja Sun dramatizes the trag- 
edy of an approaching hurricane in Pike 
St. (at Berkeley Rep through Dec. 9) by 
imagining the lives of a Puerto Rican 
family in New York. She inhabits a vari- 
ety of different characters in the same 
way that the universally well-regarded 
Anna Deavere Smith does. But their 
techniques appear to diverge, in that 
Smith relies on recorded interviews, 
truncating her subjects’ lived experi- 
ences and then stitching together her 
monologues. She acts out these stories 
on stage to provide the audience witha 
360-degree view of a significant cultural 
moment, such as the L.A. riots in Twi- 
light: Los Angeles, 1992. In her work, 
Smith is a reporter, a playwright, and an 
actress. 

Sun, on the other hand, writes and 
performs a fictional story based on the 
lives of people she’s actually known. 
They don’t tell their own tales. She 
interprets their experiences for them 
and builds an 80-minute narrative out 
of those miscellaneous strands. Pike 
St. doesn’t cohere in the same way that 
Smith’s work does. It’s a fable, told in 
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a realistic mode, that coheres around 

a natural disaster and not the psychol- 
ogy of her characters. Like Smith, Sun 
is a keen observer of people’s foibles 
and tics, inhabiting several characters 
and their experience of the hurricane 
as it threatens the city. But it’s her skill 
as an actress that keeps the audience 
interested, not the way Sun has set up 
this one-person play. 

Pike St. opens with Sun already on 
stage as the audience takes their seats. 
Radio announcements play weather 
updates over the speakers. At first, the 
actress appears to be in a meditative 
space, eyes closed, taking deep breaths. 
Then Sun starts to fold in on her- 
self. Her arms bend and contort, her 
breathing gets strained. We watch her 
body writhe in torment. When the play 
begins, Candi opens her eyes to stare 
at the audience in a silent yet angry 
confrontation. Those few moments at 
the start of Pike St. are the most com- 
pelling. They suggest that something 
otherworldly is taking place. But that 
sense of mystery disappears until the 
very last minute. 

Instead, Sun chooses to follow Can- 
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di’s mother Evelyn. She’s on the phone 
with Con Edison — New York’s equiv- 
alent of PG&E — trying to arrange 
backup power should the hurricane 
cut off their electricity. Evelyn tells 
the phone rep that her daughter had a 
brain aneurysm, that Candi’s been un- 
able to breathe on her own without a 
respirator for the past five years. They 
live with Evelyn’s father, a widower 
who can’t wait for his daughter to leave 
the apartment so he can be alone with 
his girlfriend. They’re also expecting 
Evelyn’s brother Manny that day. He’s 
a soldier due to return from a tour of 
duty in Iraq. And from time to time, 
their elderly Jewish neighbor Mrs. Ap- 
plebaum knocks on the door. 

Sun moves from character to char- 
acter credibly and with great ease. But 
the transitions are often as abrupt as 
Faye Dunaway’s memorable scene in 
Chinatown (1974), where she’s slapped 
into confessing that she’s both a moth- 
er and a sister. Where Smith’s stage- 
craft builds meaningful transitions 
between her myriad monologues, Sun 
has to shift in and out of character, 
and shift and shift. It’s remarkable 
that her work doesn’t come across 
as dizzying or frantic even though 
the characters don’t make much of a 
lasting impression. Mrs. Applebaum’s 
dialogue, for example, seems cribbed 
from a collection of stereotypes. She 
kvetches and likes bagels and knishes 
and whatever else the deli has to offer. 
When we find out at the end that she’s 
a Holocaust survivor, it doesn’t attend 
to or fill out any aspect of her character 
that we’ve heard or come to under- 
stand about her. 

The misery on stage also starts 
to become relentless because Sun 
doesn’t shape it. She just presents 
it like a laundry list. When Manny 
arrives, we quickly find out that he’s 
suffering from PTSD. Evelyn is in a fog 
of despair about her daughter. Their 
father eventually gives a monologue 
about killing women and children in 
an earlier war. If Pike St. had been 
conceived of as a play, populated with 
other actors, the limitations of these 
dramatic plot points would bring the 
show to a standstill. It’s Sun herself 
who commands our attention with her 
emotions. They inform us that a trage- 
dy has already taken place well before 
the hurricane blasts the land. 


Pike St.., 

through Dec. 9 at Berkeley Rep, 
2015 Addison St., Berkeley. $30; 
510-647-2949 or berkeleyrep.org 


Miracles and Misery on Pike St. 
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People’s Republic of Desire 


Hong Kong Association of Northern California 


People’s Republic of Desire 
Not rated. Opens Friday at the Roxie Theater. 
The first known webcam went live in 1993. As of mid-2016, almost half 
of China’s 710 million internet users were live-streaming themselves. Prog- 
ress, question mark? Hao Wu’s markedly depressing documentary People’s 
Republic of Desire looks into this questionable phenomenon, in which the 
streaming hosts operate out of their homes on China’s YY social network. 
Some are singers, some are comedians, and most just do whatever. If hosts 
get enough penniless fans known as diaosi, this attracts big spenders 
known as tuhao, who are in it to get applauded by the diaosi for being so 
rich — and that’s before getting to the shitshow that is the YY Annual Com- 
petition, for which the hosts require support from the diaosi and the tuhao 
and third-party talent agencies to win. A common refrain from all involved 
is how lonesome and bored they are in real life, and the competition is ulti- 
mately the same bread and circuses humans have engaged in since boredom 
was invented. Speaking of bread, throughout People’s Republic of Desire, Wu 
frequently cuts to the food that ties the circus’ participants to the physical 
world: people eating in restaurants, preparing meals in their homes, and in 
one particularly poignant shot, a KFC container on the desk of a tuhao who 
expects to shell out $850,000. Are we not amused? Sherilyn Connelly 


Divide and Conquer: The Story of Roger Ailes 
Not rated. Opens Friday at the Opera Plaza Cinema. 
Alexis Bloom’s documentary Divide and Conquer: The Story of Roger Ailes 
is a small but vital part of the story of how our country got to this particular 
circle of Hell, a tale which is so messed up that Glenn Beck comes across as 
rational. Being a hemophiliac, Fox News founder Roger Ailes lived in fear of 
bleeding — *cough* snowflake *cough* — and he made a career out of ex- 
ploiting the fears of others, a mongering that culminated in the 2016 elec- 
tion. On the road to this dark apotheosis, he was responsible for his fellow 
sweaty jowl-farmer Richard Nixon becoming telegenic enough to be elected 
President in 1968, devised the Willie Horton ads for the first Bush’s 1988 
campaign, and founded a short-lived cable news channel in 1994 called 
America’s Talking. In this Fox News precursor, Ailes put the female anchors 
behind transparent desks with lights shining on their legs, which isn’t even 
the earliest example of the lechery that would lead to his overdue downfall. 
One of Divide and Conquer’s more surprising revelations is that Ailes really 
wanted to be a song-and-dance man, and his favorite form of exercise was 
tap-dancing. A man doesn’t get accepted as a painter or legitimate enter- 
tainer, so he sets out to conquer the world? Yep, it’s that same old story 
again. SC 
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Right Angle 





By Peter Lawrence Kane 


“Go while you’re still alive,” 
Esquire said of Angler last week, which 
only sounds slightly less funereal in the 
full context of its laudatory blurb. In 
crowning the Saison spinoff as the maga- 
zine’s Best New Restaurant in America 
for 2018, the editors cited chef Joshua 
Skenes’ “twisted fixation on finding the 
Best Ingredient Right Now” and threw in 
a bonus Roxy Music reference. When the 
restaurant you were already reviewing in 
a given week happens to win the top 
award from a highly regarded national 
media outlet, there is little choice but to 
brush off your lapel like Luke Skywalker 
at the end of The Last Jedi and carry on. 
The only other restaurant on Esquire’s 
list of 20 that I’ve been to is Che Fico, al- 
though Nancy’s Hustle in Houston 
sounds magnificent and also Iam com- 
ing for you eventually, Voyager in Fern- 
dale, Mich. 

Is Angler really the best? I don’t 
know for sure, but I can see it. Skenes 
would reconfigure the orbit of the 
moon if doing so would cause pertur- 
bations in the ocean’s currents that 
would lead to a bloom of krill that 
would then make a single fish harvest- 
ed from a calving glacier on the coast 
of Antarctica taste more intensely 
like itself than nature could muster. 
Angler’s ratio of staff-to-patrons is 
almost astonishing, its decor is apres- 
ski-meets-Voyageurs-National-Park, 
and the cocktails are very good. The 
only thing about it that rubbed me 
the wrong way — and I honestly and 
truly mean the only thing — is that 
the cryptic menu is of marginal utility 
beyond telling you what dishes the 
kitchen decided it wants to cook that 
day. Consequently, it can be hard to 
put together an a la carte meal that will 
leave you convinced that yours was a 
representative experience. 

As it happened, I also had the op- 
portunity to eat at Saison for the first 
time in my life last month as part of 
the Chase 2019 Private Dining Series. 
(I was alone among a group full of 
people who earn way more than I do, 
which usually sucks, but that time it 
was lovely. I honestly enjoy sticking 
out like a sore thumb whose nail is 
painted sea green at those things.) 
The two restaurants’ kitchens are a lot 
alike, hung with arrangements of fruits 
and herbs in various states of desicca- 
tion that look almost Calder-esque if 
you walk around. At Angler, things are 
incrementally more rustic, and there’s 
slightly less of an emphasis on Grand 


Saison and Angler share a theme: 
Make something taste as much — 
like itself as physically possible. 


Cru Burgundies, but the alchemical 
through-line is apparent. Skenes and 
his team so desire to make every item 
burst with its own essence that it’s 
almost Kantian, an obsession with ele- 
vating the thing-in-itself. 

At Saison, this might mean a re- 
serve caviar wrapped in warmed sea- 
weed over a broth so buttery that the 
eggs don’t pop at all, they melt — and 
then serving it with Krug, the toastiest 
of Champagnes. Or a “whole radish” 
that’s really more of a salad made from 
every part of a radish, along with a ge- 
lee generated from the poaching liquid. 

At Angler, there may be an embered 
ruby beet ($13), roasted and possibly 
confit’ed in some way until it looks like 
a sentient meteorite. Or a Hot Fried 
Rabbit ($40) that could described, 
simultaneously most realistically and 
most fancifully, as “bone-in rabbit 
sausage.” This isn’t tweezer food; this 
rabbit happened to be two unremark- 
able brown pucks on a bed of nothing, 
a move that suggests its own form of 
swagger. But they’re fairly incredible, 
rich and satisfying and guided by an 
idea of total rabbit-ness. 

Then there’s the spotted prawns 
($20 each), imports from Saison that 
seem hand-selected based on the quan- 
tity of roe inside. They’re gorgeous, 


messy, and saline-sweet, there to be 
shredded with the fingers. You get the 
impression that Angler’s menu is so 
severe because maybe, possibly, there 
aren't step-by-step recipes per se, just 
gut feelings of what to do with a par- 
ticular item or cut in order to draw out 
its thing-ness. 

This sounds high-concept, but 
looked at another way, it be better 
understood as radically back-to-basics. 
It’s also an unforgiving way to go about 
everything, with no margin for error. 
Failure to attain perfection is straight 
failure, since there will be no sauces to 
conceal any blemishes — as in the an- 
telope tartare ($20), which obliterates 
any trace of gaminess and comes with 
lettuce leaves that have been individu- 
ally seasoned. 

Of course, that ethos doesn’t strict- 
ly apply to things like the Parker House 
rolls with seaweed butter ($8 and $3, 
respectively). That’s not to suggest 
they’re anything but technically good, 
only to say that they take it easy on 
themselves. Salty and puffy-crisp and 
eight to an order, they’re fine if you 
just want a cocktail and a snack to 
snoop around and see what this place 
is about. Sit in the back, at the game 
bar — “game” as in wild animals, not 
the NFL — and stare at the schematic 





Photo by Peter Lawrence Kane 


diagrams of jellyfish and the taxi- 
dermied bear and the bighorn sheep 
and all the impeccably attired servers 
scurrying. 

Of the 10 drinks on the cocktail 
menu, zero have more than three list- 
ed ingredients. The Don Lockwood, a 
stripped-down version of a drink made 
famous by the Queens, N.Y., bar Dutch 
Kills and named after Gene Kelly’s 
character in “Singin’ in the Rain,” is a 
dad’s drinks for dad’s dads: bourbon, 
scotch, and maple. The Tuxedo #3 is 
more elegant, a gin-apricot-sherry tri- 
fecta garnished with a helix of lemon. 
For dessert, an ice cream sundae comes 
with a light shell of caramel and some 
cocoa nibs, the only too-trendy com- 
ponent in anything. It looks like Dairy 
Queen, but instead of soft-serve, it’s 
medium-hard-serve, and it doesn’t ex- 
actly melt. At $13, there are certainly 
more affordable ice creams out there, 
but it’s a showcase for vanilla-icity, 
one of the most complex (and unfairly 
maligned) flavors out there. Angler 
may not be a deep-sea fish with razor 
chompers, but it is certainly biolumi- 
nescent and lighting its own way. 


Angler 
132 The Embarcadero, 415-872-9442 
or anglerrestaurants.com 
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HOME OF 
WORLD-FAMOUS 
IRISH COFFEE 


BUENA VISTA CAFE 
2765 Hyde Street (at Beach) 
San Francisco | 415 474 5044 
wwww.thebuenavista.com 
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KUNG CF NOODLES 
w= Hand Pulled Everyday snm_ 


1639 Irving St. 415-566-8318 
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DINING DIRECTORY 








Broadway Grill 
1400 Broadway, Burlingame 
(650) 343-9333 
bworill.com 


BERKELEY 


Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 


La Note Restaurant 
2377 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 


BRISBANE 


7 Mile House 
2800 Bayshore Blvd. 
(415) 467-2343 
7milehouse.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 
3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


Lasan 
3145 Fillmore St at Greenwich 
San Francisco 
(415) 346-4900 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth’'s 
2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 


Long Bridge Pizza Company 


234/ 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


DOWNTOWN 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
420 Geary St, San Francisco 
(415) 346-3121 


Escape From New York Pizza 


333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 


John's Grill 
63 Ellis Street at Powell 
(415) 986-0069 
johnsgrill.com 


The Original Tommy's Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 
(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


EL GRANADA 


India Beach 
425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
(650) 712-7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 


FINANCIAL 


Sears Fine Food 
439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 


Golden Gate Bar & Grill Tap Room 
525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 
ggtaproom.com 


Kirimachi Ramen 
3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 872-9171 
kirimachi.com 


Biscuits & Blues 
401 Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415) 292-2583 
biscuitsandblues.com 


HAIGHT STREET 


Indian Oven 
233 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-1628 
indiaovensf.com 


Danny Coyle’'s 
668 Haight St. 
(415) 558-8375 


Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 


Kate's Kitchen 
A471 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 


HAYES VALLEY 


Revelry Bistro 
297 Page Street 
(415) 241-6833 
revelrybistro.com 
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Cal Mart 
585 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-3516 
calmartnv.com 


MARINA DISTRICT 


Maybeck's 
3213 Scott St., San Francisco 
(415) 400-8500 
maybecks.com 


Luisa’s Pizza & Pasta 
1550 California St, San Francisco 
luisasrestaurantsf.com 


Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 
San Francisco 
(415) 757-0552 
ramenshalala.com 


Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
Silvercloudsf.com 


MISSION 


Arinell Pizza 
509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-1303 


Eiji 
317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-8149 


Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 
798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 


Napper Tandy 
3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 


Puerto Allegre 
546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
puertoalegresf.com 


Sixth Course 
1544 15th St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-2461 
sixthcourse.com 


Taqueria Cancun 
2288 Mission St, San Francisco 
taqueriacancunsf.com 


NOE VALLEY 


Clay Oven Indian Cuisine 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
(415) 826-2400 
clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


NORTH BEACH 


North Beach Restaurant 
1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 392-1700 


northbeachrestaurant.com 


Original U.S. Restaurant 
414 Columbus Avenue 
(415) 398-1300 
Originalusrestaurant.com 


Rose Pistola 
532 Columbus Avenue 
(415) 399-0499 
rosepistolasf.com 


OCEAN BEACH 


Cliff House 
1090 Point Lobos Ave 
(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 


PACIFIC HEIGHTS 


Scopo Divino 
2800 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 928-3728 
Scopodivino.com 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 
2765 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


SAN MATEO 


Sky Lounge 
76 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-6623 
skylounge/6.net 


Escape From New York Pizza 
715 Harrison St 
(415) 896-0700 


Goat Hill Pizza 
171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 
goathill.com 


The Chieftain Irish Pub 
198 5th Street at Howard 
(415) 625-0436 
thechieftain.com 


Mathilde French Bistro 
315 5th St, San Francisco 
(415) 546-6128 
mathildesf.com 


Oasis Grill 
T1I-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 
oasisgrill.com 


21st Amendment Brewpub 
563 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 369-0900 
2ist-amendment.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
2123 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 753-3347 


UNION SQUARE 


Marrakech SF 
419 O'Farrell St, San Francisco 
(415) 776-6717 
marrakechsf.com 


Yemeni Restaurant 
385 West Portal Ave, San Francisco 
(415) 441-8832 
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Perbacco at 12 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Having started in 1849 as a 
stand on Clay Street, Tadich Grill is the 
oldest continuously operating restaurant 
in California. But it’s only been at its cur- 
rent location since the late 1960s. (Tech- 
nically, the north side of California Street 
between Battery and Front wasn’t even 
land at all, until the city filled in the Bay 
eastward from Montgomery Street.) But 
Tadich will likely hold its title for a long 
time to come, making any other culinary 
enterprises around it look like fly-by- 
night operations — even Michael Mina, 
which has been open next to Tadich Grill 
since 2004. 

“We're always going to be the new 
kid on the block,” admits Staffan Terje, 
chef of Perbacco, the 12-year-old Pied- 
montese restaurant on the opposite 
side of Tadich. “It’s funny: When we 
opened it, a lot of people in the restau- 
rant industry were like, ‘Eh, it’s kind of 
a B-minus location, good but not great. 
Fortunately, we proved them wrong.” 

The space had not had great luck, 
having been a steak-and-clam-chow- 
der spot called Gold Coast, an Italian 
restaurant called Seven Hills, and 
something very 1970s-sounding called 
Love's. 

“We've matured into what I would 
say is not a good old standby, but 
one of those places that’s reliable,” 
Terje says. “Where you know that the 
experience might not be the newest 
and hippest, but what you get is great 
service and great food in a nice atmo- 
sphere. I think we’re fortunate that 
our architect and designer designed a 
timeless restaurant. We haven't had to 
do much.” 

At the same time, while 12 years 
pales beside Tadich’s century-and-a- 
half, it’s an eternity when compared 
to the general public’s rapid growth in 


Perbacco to up Its pasta game 


sophistication. Italian food, even a spe- 
cialized form of Northern Italian food, 
is a perennial classic. That in itself is 
not going to change, but you still have 
to keep pace. 

Fortunately, so have specialty 
purveyors, making once-obscure 
ingredients easier to come by and 
allowing the kitchen to experiment 
more. For instance, Perbacco has be- 
gun importing pasta flour from a mill 
in Piedmont rather than through a 
big distributor — and they’ve added 
two full-time pasta-making positions. 
Owing to its history, its proximity to 
France, and its use of butter more than 
olive oil, Terje says that Piedmont is 
“the capital of what we consider pure 
Italian — and I don’t believe there’s a 
‘true’ Italian food. It’s regional cuisines 
within the country. They fight about it 
constantly.” 

People have been exposed to a lot 
more over the last few years, he says, 
so that not only do novelties wear off 
but so does the idea of novelty itself. 





Photo by Eric Wolfinger 


And people whose approach to restau- 
rant dining is to check off notches on 
a predetermined list aren’t necessarily 
Perbacco’s core constituency. But the 
chef seems to worry less about diners’ 
palates than about staff retention, 
clearly a concern with so many top-tier 
places out there. How do you keep a 
talented chef de cuisine who’s eager to 
move up? 

“You constantly have to wrack your 
brain,” he says. “Where are they going 
to be in two months? How can I make 
them better? At the same time, how 
can I make them do things for me so 
that I don’t have to work so hard?” 

The trick to aging gracefully amid 
all the shiny new objects vying for din- 
ers attention is to make incremental 
changes without succumbing to fads. 
For instance, as is the case with many 
chefs, Terje admits to having been 
slightly dismissive of vegetarian and 
vegan tastes. But as it became clear 
that they were here to stay, he took it 
as a challenge. He now makes bagna 


SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 


cauda, that garlicky and almost sneaki- 
ly uncouth staple, with miso instead of 
anchovies. That way, everybody wins. 

“You see some places go, “Well, 
we re getting older, so let’s change it, 
and they fail miserably,” Terje says. 
“Because people go, ‘What happened? 
Why did you change it instead of slowly 
evolving?’ ” 

One product of Perbacco’s evolution 
is Barbacco, the trattoria with more of a 
Southern Italian focus next door. (They 
share a common prep space, but other- 
wise retain separate identities.) Since 
they’re surrounded by a dense workday 
population, Perbacco and Barbacco will 
probably never want for a hungry clien- 
tele, but Terje also credits their success 
to his longtime partnership with his 
general manager and co-owner, the ev- 
er-dapper Umberto Gibin. The two met 
in Irvine before crossing paths years 
later in Sausalito, where Gibin was at 
Poggio when he asked Terje if he want- 
ed to open a restaurant together, each 
in control of their respective domain. 

“I know so many chefs who are 
dear friends who complain about their 
front-of-house person, and there’s a 
few chefs I know who have the same 
luck as I have,” Terje says, citing Ravi 
Kapur and Jeff Hanak’s partnership at 
Liholiho Yacht Club. “When you work 
with someone who is so professional 
and so good at what they do, you don’t 
have to put your nose into it. Umberto 
feels the same about me. We collabo- 
rate on things, but we let each other 
deal with what we’re good at.” 

Gibin describes the arrangement 
similarly, as a series of consultations 
built on trust rather than a strict policy 
of noninterference. 

“We're not afraid to step on each 
other’s feet,” he says. “We're in busi- 
ness. The idea is to be successful. It’s 
like a marriage: If you don’t com- 
municate, eventually you're going to 
divorce.” 

Anyone who’s been to Perbacco 
knows that Gibin is a master of the 
art of anticipation, always keeping 
his cool on the floor. Having plenty of 
cufflinks and watches, some “80 or 85” 
pocket squares, and “a great collection 
of ties — last week, there were 130,” he 


PAL | ee ER I) ee eet 
415-345-0600 415-896-0700 415-668-5577 


333 Bush =. 3242 22nd St. 
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The Castro 
415-252-1515 
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Weekday Lunch Specials! 


*Served Monday-Friday till 3pm (at Valencia location) 


‘Dinner all day 


Monday: Burritos Grandes 
Wednesday: One Item Combo 
Thursday: Mamas Special 
Friday: Tostada Salad 
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3991-A 17th* 
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415-864-9795 
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Check out art galleries; rotating monthly! 
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HISTORIC FAMILY, DOG-FRIENDLY RESTAURANT, SPORTS BAR & LIVE MUSIC 


2800 BAYSHORE BLVD, BRISBANE 
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VISIT THE Historic CLIFF HOUSE 


Dine in the casual Bistro restaurant or the stylish Sutro’s. 
See amazing sunsets with live jazz every Friday night. 
Enjoy our famous Sunday Champagne Brunch Buffet. 

Book private events in the elegant Terrace Room. 


CliffHouse.com 415-386-3330 
1090 Point Lobos San Francisco 94121 


415-666-4027  virginia@cliffhouse.com 
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adheres effortlessly to the image of an 
urbane gentleman. 

As Gibin describes it, his manage- 
ment approach is almost zen. Your 
body and your mind have to be present 
with 100-percent attention, he says, 
always reading the dining room and 
studying new faces to glean what they 
want, sometimes before they know it. 

“Tam a traditionalist, but I always 
look ahead,” he says, adding that he be- 
lieves there are some things that aren't 
valid anymore that you can’t get stuck 
on. “But I still believe there is only one 
kind of hospitality and one way to do 
things: do it well.” 

After so long in the industry, can 
he even relax when he dines out? Or 
is his eye constantly roaming about, 
scrutinizing? 

“My wife already knows I always like 
to be facing the dining room,” he says. 
“T have to have full vision of the dining 
room and possibly the kitchen, so I can 
see the action.” 

What Gibin likes is to be greeted 
promptly and courteously, and have a 
beverage served quickly. From then on, 
the pace can slow down. But presenta- 
tion is important. 

“IT don’t want to see a mound of food 
on my plate,” he says. “That’s not appe- 
tizing. Give me something that looks 
good and I’m happy with that. If it’s a 
small plate, I’ll order another one. It 
doesn’t matter.” 

Seeing that Gibin is Italian by birth 
and Terje is a native of Sweden, there’s 
bound to be some butting of heads over 
food. 

“We had a fun discussion yesterday, 
talking about different regions of Italy,” 
Terje says. “I was like, ‘How many have 
you really spent time in?’ He’s like, 
‘Honestly, not that many.’ Italians — if 
you re in Piemonte, you'll maybe go to 
Tuscany or go skiing in Valle D’Aosta. 

“Then again,” he adds, “I’ve never 
been to Bakersfield. Italy can fit in Cal- 
ifornia, but I drove up to Oregon cook- 
ing for a wedding a month ago. Getting 
up to Redding and Shasta. I'd never 
been there. It’s not the nicest place, 
but they do have an In-N-Out Burger.” 


Perbacco 
230 California St., 
415-955-0663 or perbaccosf.com 


A Potrero Hill Tradition Since 1974 
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Lamb Burger 


with Onion Rings 


With coupon. Expires 12/21/18 


1135 18th St. San Francisco 
(415) 282-9289 





The Brazen Head 
Bar opens at 4pm e Dinner nightly 5pm-1am 


3166 Buchanan @ Greenwich e Tel: (415) 921-7600 
www.brazenheadsf.com 


North Beach 
Restaurant 


A San Francisco Tradition Since 1970 


Prime Rib Nights 


Every night 
at the Marina’s Best Kept Secret 





North Beach Restaurant has 
served the finest Cucina Toscana in 
the Bay Area for more than 45 years. 
Famous for its home-cured prosciutto 
and the freshest caught wild fish in 
the Bay Area, the restaurant is a 
dining destination with great food, 
award-winning wine list, relaxed 
atmosphere and superb service. 


Serving continuously from 
11:30am -11:45pm 

Private Banquet Rooms (up to 135) 
Valet Parking 

1512 Stockton Street, San Francisco 


(415) 392-1700 
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Wavves' latest record sounds as though surf rock and punk arm-wrestled each other to a draw, with some glam 


thrown infor good measure. 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Isn’t it odd that Freddie Mercury, 
one of the queerest humans to have ever 
lived, is probably most famous because 
Queen’s comically hyper-aggressive “We 
Will Rock You” gets played at every sin- 
gle sporting event in America? And isn’t 
it weirder still that Gary Glitter’s “Rock & 
Roll Part 2” has also played at just about 
every stadium and arena for decades, 
even years after Glitter — born Paul 
Francis Gadd — was convicted of posses- 
sion of child pornography, among other 
later crimes? That 1972 glam-rock an- 
them is gradually falling into disfavor, 
but it probably endured for so long be- 
cause it’s almost entirely instrumental, 
with little trace of its creator’s voice. Oh. 
My. Gadd. 

It’s not very politically correct to 
state so candidly, but here goes: Unsa- 
vory personal conduct notwithstand- 
ing, Gary Glitter’s music pulsates with 
a life-affirming energy that almost no 
one has ever been able to match. But 
on “Million Enemies,” a standout track 
on the 2017 album You’re Welcome, the 
San Diego surf-punks Wavves came 
pretty close. They know it, too. The 
video is an explicit throwback to glam 
and the very earliest music videos, with 
over-the-top outfits and effects on the 
lights to the narrative framing device 
of a teenage fan’s excitement getting 
squelched by her hypocritical mom. 
(She has a Wavves album in her collec- 
tion sandwiched between Roxy Music 
and David Bowie.) 

The band throws in a few curve balls 
like that to keep things interesting, 
bassist Stephen Pine says. And he can 
assign a certain mood to every Wavves 
album. 

“It could also be a technical aspect,” 
he adds. “We always try to get a little 
obsessive about drum sounds, and once 
we get a drum sound that we really like, 
we tend to stick with it for a lot of the 
album. On You're Welcome, we got a’70s 
Gary Glitter drum sound going that I 
feel like dictated the direction of some 
of the songs.” 

After he and his interviewer talk 
over each another to express admira- 
tion for Glitter’s sound and horror at 
his personal conduct, Pine adds that 
“it’s a bad reference to use, but his mu- 
sic is great.” 

The prolific quartet will roll into San 
Francisco on Wednesday and Thursday, 
Dec. 12 and 13 for shows at the Fill- 
more that they'll be co-headlining with 
Beach Fossils. While that’s hardly the 


most unheard-of arrangement, it’s still 
fairly unusual, and it came about be- 
cause everybody got along and the lo-fi 
Brooklyn trio was at the same point in 
the cycle between records as Wavves 
was. Putting aside egos, if any, is always 
good to see. 

“We've kind of been friends for 
awhile and on each other’s radar,” Pine 
says. I know Dustin [Payseur] has been 
working on a new album and so have 
we, so it felt like a good time to tour 
together. | like the pairing, and yeah, 
nobody’s feelings get hurt. 

“Secretly, I think the second spot 
is the best spot,” he adds. “You get to 
pack up early and have a little bit of fun 
that night.” 

A little bit of fun might be the 
band’s motto. While tendentiousness 
and self-seriousness are grave afflic- 
tions across the entire indie universe, 
Wavves is prone to moments of silli- 
ness. Sadly, the YouTube clip “Wavves’ 


Worst Interview Ever” has been 
removed from the internet. (It was 
probably never all that terrible, howev- 
er, although Pine admits that his band- 
mate may have been tripping on acid in 
between their set at Lollapalooza and a 
later show at Chicago’s Empty Bottle.) 

These days, Wavves is six albums 
deep, although Pine admits that 2008's 
Wavves and 2009’s Wavvves — which 
the band differentiates internally as 
“Two V’s” and “Three V’s” — are usually 
taken to be one record because they 
look and sound so similar. Plus they 
came together only months apart. But 
if 2013’s Afraid of Heights is “suwper-per- 
sonal and a little depressing and dark” 
(although still one of his personal 
favorites) then You’re Welcome is “dis- 
sociative.” 

On it, guitarist-vocalist Nathan 
Williams sings mostly about “fictitious 
stories that don’t make any sense,” Pine 
says, with very little that’s lyrically per- 





Courtesy of the Artist 


sonal. The band is working on a seventh 
album already, and over the weekend, 
Wavves — which has covered holiday 
classics like Vince Guaraldi’s “Christmas 
Time Is Here” in years past — put out 

a two-track Yuletide-themed EP. Emo 
Christmas includes an under-two-min- 
ute title song that isn’t nearly as mopey 
and lugubrious as it might sound, plus 
the neo-’60s “So Glad It’s Christmas.” 
Swap out some Mannheim Steamroller 
while baking this year, because these 
songs are equal parts Santa Claus and 
Santa Monica Pier. 


Wavves, 

with Beach Fossils and Spiritual 
Cramp, Wednesday and Thursday, 
Dec. 12-13, 8 p.m., at the Fillmore, 
1805 Geary Blvd. $25; 
thefillmore.com 


Sve 
FEATURING: 


PLINY THE ELDER. ALL DAY, EVERY DAY. 
KITCHEN OPEN MON-SAT AT 4:00 PM 


THROWBACK 
THURSDAY 


CELEBRATE THE PAST OF THIS 
GLORIOUS CITY WITH “THE STEVE 
MCQUEEN” DRINK SPECIAL: 

AN ICE COLD CAN OF ANCHOR 
CALIFORNIA LAGER AND 

A SHOT OF BULLEIT BOURBON 
FOR JUST $8... 


DEPTH CHARGE PRESENTS 


SPACE VACATION 
ARCHER NATION (santa cruz) 


ROCK N ROLL! 
DOORS 9PM / SHOW 10PM 
ALWAYS $5 COVER 


SERVICE INDUSTRY 
SUNDAY (epm-2am) 


PAYING BACK TO THE HARD WORKING 
SERVICE INDUSTRY WORKERS, WE 
OFFER YOU A BOTTLE OF LONE STAR 
BEER + A SHOT OF EL JIMADOR FOR 
JUST $8... 


FRESH SQUEEZE 
MONDAYS (apm-spm) 


EVERY MONDAY AFTERNOON CASSY 
BUSTS OUT THE FRESH FRUIT TO MAKE 
YOU TASTY MOJITOS, GREYHOUNDS, 
AND MORE TO WET YOUR WHISTLE... 


TEQUILA 
TUESDAY 


$6 GETS YOU AN ICE COLD CAN OF 
TECATE AND SHOT OF HORNITOS 
TEQUILA 


WHISKEY 
WEDNESDAY 


IT’S LIKE YOUR PARENT’S BASEMENT, 
ONLY THEY’RE ALWAYS OUTTA TOWN... 
$5 GETS YOU AN ICE COLD 120Z CAN OF 
PBR AND A SHOT OF JIM BEAM EVERY 
WEDNESDAY... 


HEWHOCANNOTBENAMED 


(OF THE DWARVES) 


BALLS OUT PUNK ROCK! 
DOORS 9PM / SHOW 10PM 
$5 COVER 





BENDERS BAR & GRILL 


806'S. VAN NESS @ 19TH 
415.824.1800 
MONDAY-SUNDAY 
2PM-2AM 
WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM 
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THURS DEC 6 « 7PM-11PM « $8 
DJ FOODCOURT PRESENTS 


THIS TRAIN DON'T STOP 
Wt 


DOORS AT 7PM, SHOW AT 8PM! 
FOLLOWING AT 11PM-2AM FREE! 


D) JEFF & DJ LARS 
(THE BOARS) 
SPINNING ‘TIL CLOSING! 

FRI DEC 7 » 7PM-9:30PM + $10 
“ABOUT LAST NIGHT: A ONE NIGHT 
STAND STORY TELLING SERIES” 
REAL PEOPLE SHARING REAL STORIES ABOUT 


HORRIFYING ONE NIGHT STANDS, AWKWARD 
HOOKUPS, & REGRETTABLE ROMPS 


DOORS AT 7PM, SHOW AT SPM! 
FOLLOWING AT 10PM-2AM 


BOOM! SHAK-A LAK-A 


W/ DJ 2SHY-SHY, DJ MELT W/U 


FUNK/SOUL/HIP-HOP/SYNTH-POP/INT'L 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


SAT DEC 8 « 6:30PM - 9:45PM ¢ $5-20 SLIDING 


WRITERS WITH DRINKS 
W/ HOST CHARLIE JANE ANDERS! 


(ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE CENTER FOR SEX & CULTURE) 
DOORS AT 6:30PM, SHOW AT 7:30PM! 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM-2AM 


EL SUPERRITMO! 


DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, REGGAETON, SALSA Y MAS! 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


SUN DEC 9 * 7PM-10:30PM ° $10 


FANG BLENNIES 
NAME THE BAND (Brazil) 


DEATH BY FIREWORKS 


MON DEC 10 « GPM-9PM « FREE! 
KING COBRA 
AFRO-FUNK, SOUL, FUNK, DISCO, 


AND INTERNATIONAL GROOVES 
W/ DJ ABEL OLESON AND GUESTS 


FOLLOWING AT 9PM-2AM « FREE! 


KARAOKE MAKEOUT WITH 


YOUR HOST LEVI BOOTH! 


(FEATURING KJ PAUL KARAOKE) 
BRINGING THOUSANDS OF SONGS FROM KJ PAUL'S 


LIBRARY, PLUS FOG/LIGHTING EFFECTS TO YOU! 


TUE DEC 11 ¢ 9:30PM-2AM ¢ FREE! 


SLOW JAMS 
DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL & STUFF 
DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 
WED DEC 12 ¢ 7:30PM-2AM ¢ $10 


ELVIS PRESLEY TRIBUTE 
MARKING 50TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE ‘68 COMEBACK SPECIAL! 


SAN FRANCISCO ELVIS ALL STARS 
LIVE BAND PERFORMING ELVIS PRESLEY SONGS, 
W/HANK MANINGER, MITCH POLZAK, LES JAMES, & 
GUEST VOCALISTS! 

DOORS AT 7:30PM 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 





415-647-3997 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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By Zack Ruskin 
On the same day the Rolling 


Stones will announce a 2019 tour of 
North America — a trek that will find 
the aging rockers playing tunes that 
stretch back 50 years or more — Minus 
the Bear guitarist Dave Knudson is ex- 
plaining why his band is calling it quits 
after nearly two decades together. 

“T guess you get to a point where 
you re comfortable and satisfied with 
what you've done and there are other 
things on the horizon that people want 
to explore,” Knudson says. “The tour- 
ing grind of being gone for over half 
the year and never really letting up on 
that can play a detrimental role in your 
family life and health and your general 
sanity. It just seemed like a good time 
to hang it up and move onto the next 
phase.” 

With six albums and numerous EPs 
to their name, Minus the Bear has cer- 
tainly cemented its legacy as a stalwart 
member of the indie scene. Known for 
a sound that blends math rock with 
elements of prog and emo, the Seattle 
quartet is likely most famous for a pair 
of records they released in the mid- 
aughts: 2005’s Menos el Oso and 2007's 
Planet of Ice. 

When Minus the Bear announced 
their intentions to hang it up following 
one last jaunt across the U.S., it wasn’t 
because they’d grown tired of each oth- 
er or lost interest in the music. Rather, 
it was mainly fueled by a desire to 
spend more time with family. (Knud- 
son and singer Jake Snider each have 
young children.) 

“T’'m just ready to take a break and 
take a breath,” Knudson says. “I want 
to hang out with my son and just be 
there for him. I think he gets a little 
anxiety-ridden when dad’s gone.” 

One thing Knudson says this last 
tour has offered is a chance to interact 
with fans. 

At recent meet-and-greets during 
the first leg of Minus the Bear’s final 
tour, the stories he’s heard have really 
clued him into just how badly his band 
will be missed. 

“There was a surgeon who told us 
that when he performs surgery, he just 
listens to Minus the Bear tunes con- 
stantly to keep him going,” Knudson 
laughs. “Then there was a guy from the 
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Minus the Bear 
Prepares tor Hibernation 





Army who said he bonded with anoth- 
er guy in either Iraq or Afghanistan 
over Minus the Bear. At one point, one 
of them saved the other’s life and ever 
since then their motto has been “Minus 
the Bear is the sound of freedom!’ ” 

On a local level, Knudson says 
Minus the Bear will definitely miss 
coming through the Bay Area on tour. 
In their early days, they could often be 
found at Bottom of the Hill, a gig that 
usually led to late-night shenanigans at 
the Phoenix Hotel. 

“Every time we played Bottom of 
the Hill,” he says, “it was like, “OK, 
let’s go to the Phoenix!’ We had many 
a wild night there, both in and out of 
the pool.” 

As the band gained popularity and 
accrued critical acclaim, Minus the 
Bear made the leap to the Great Amer- 
ican Music Hall, which Knudson says 
“was kind of like our home for a little 
while.” 

For Minus the Bear’s swan song in 
San Francisco, they'll take the stage at 
the Regency Ballroom, where audience 


members can expect a setlist that bal- 
ances favorites like “Pachuca Sunrise” 
and “Absinthe Party at the Fly Honey 
Warehouse” with deeper cuts intended 
to acknowledge longtime fans. 

“We're definitely hitting songs from 
every release we've done,’ Knudson 
confirms. “It’s nice to be able to make 
sure we hit songs from all of the releas- 
es, because I know some of the fans 
have been with us from the beginning 
and so we want to make sure that 
something from the first EP is in the 
setlist. We’re trying to make it as com- 
prehensive as possible.” 

Currently scheduled to be the 
band’s sixth-to-last show ever, Minus 
the Bear’s San Francisco performance 
will be followed by stops in Sacramento 
and Portland before the tour concludes 
with a three-night stand at Seattle’s 
famed Showbox. For those who were 
unable to snag tickets, the band plans 
to put together a live album of record- 
ings from their final tour, and is also 
hoping to film their Seattle shows for 
eventual release. 


Minus 
the Bear 


Photo by Chona Kasinger 


While the clock ticks ever closer to 
Minus the Bear’s last show, Knudson 
is trying his best to soak up every last 
minute. He has plans to spend a week 
in Mexico with his wife in January 
once everything is finished, but for 
now, he’s just doing his best not to let 
his emotions overtake him when he’s 
on stage. 

“I visibly remember that at our 
Philly show, there was a group of peo- 
ple that were just sobbing during the 
encore,’ he says. “I was thinking to 
myself, “Thank God I’m sweating right 
now because otherwise they would see 
some tears on my face. ” 


Zack Ruskin covers news, culture, and music 
for SF Weekly. 


feedback@sfweekly.com | @ @zackruskin 


Minus the Bear 

Tuesday, Dec. 11, 8 p.m., at the 
Regency Ballroom, 1300 Van 
Ness Ave. $25; 415-673-5716 or 
theregencyballroom.com 


USIC CONCERT &CLUBLISTINGS OO AAAAAAALLAN 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To change an existing listing or to 
have a listing added, email (Calendar @sfweekly. 
com), fax (777-1839), or mail (835 Market St., 
Suite 550, S.F..CA 94103). Deadline is noon 
Tuesday for the following week's issue. Our 
Concerts section lists major shows and special 
events. Call individual clubs for show details. 
Except as noted, all phone numbers are in the 
A415 area code. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our complete listings of local clubs - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


THURSDAY, DEC. 6 


ROCK 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Acous- 
tic Open Mic with Josh Beemish, 7 p.m., free. 
Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Koo Koo Kanga Roo, w/ Kitty Kat Fan Club, 6:30 

p.m., $15. 

The Condor Club: 560 Broadway, San Francisco. 
The Bloozdogz, Fridays, 3-7 p.m.; Thursdays, 
4-7 p.m., Free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Smoked 
Out Soul, 9 p.m., $5, smokedoutsoulmusic@ 
gmail.com. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
SUNFELLOW,, w/ Folk Revival, Box of Matches, 
8 p.m., $15. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. The 
Shannon Céilf Band, first Thursday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free. 

The Regency Ballroom: 1300 Van Ness Avenue, 
San Francisco. Hoobastank, w/ Secondhand 
Serenade, Audiovent, 8 p.m., $25. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Honey of the Heart (Justin Ancheta & Maren 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY, DEC. 6 


Alice In Wonderland: W/ One Republic, Michael 
Franti, 7:30 p.m., $97.75. The Masonic, 1111 
California, San Francisco. 

Dweezil Zappa: 8 p.m., $42.50. The Fillmore, 
1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Louis The Child: W/ Big Wild, R Lum R, Wafia, 
7:30 p.m., $43.50. Bill Graham Civic 
Auditorium, 99 Grove, San Francisco. 

Orbital: W/ Lee Coombs, 8 p.m., $39.50. The 
Midway, 900 Marin, San Francisco. 

Postmodern Jukebox: 8 p.m., $39.50. Warfield 
Theatre, 982 Market, San Francisco. 

Shakey Graves: W/ Kolars, 8 p.m., $29.50. Fox 
Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 

Sister Sparrow & The Dirty Birds: W/ 
Tracorum, 8 p.m., $20. The Independent, 
628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 7 


Bomba Estéreo: W/ La Reyna Tropical, 8 
p.m., $32.50. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 
Telegraph, Oakland. 

It’s a Woman's World : Benefit for Women 
Crush Music: Pamela Parker, Sit Kitty Sit, 
The Wyatt Act, Melissa Jones and No Lovely 
Thing, Amy Unauthorized, The Onyx, Jules 
Indelicato, Trixie & The Mudlords, Pamtastic 
of Mutiny Radio, Hosted by Guinevere Q, 7 
p.m., $15. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, 

San Francisco. 


Metke), first Thursday of every month, 8 p.m. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Alec Ben- 
jamin, w/ Kyle Nicolaides, 8 p.m., $16. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Christopher 
Ford, first Thursday of every month, 4 p.m. 
Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Me First and The 
Gimme Gimmes, w/ Drakulas, Mean Jeans, Thu., 

Dec. 6, 8 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 7, 8 p.m., $25. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. Sun- 
dance Saloon, Gay-friendly country dancing, 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., $5. 

Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco. Whisky Pills 
Fiasco, first Thursday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Andrew 
Bayer, w/ Ben Bohmer, 10 p.m., $15. 

Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“Tubesteak Connection,” w/ DJ Bus Station 
John, 9 p.m., $5-$7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘‘My So-Called 
Night,” ‘90s dance party with VJs Jorge Terez 
& Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Picante,” 
w/ DJ Marco & guest DJs, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Class 
of ‘84," w/ DJs Damon, Steve Washington, 
Dangerous Dan, and guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 
before 9:30 p.m.). 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Takeover 
Thursday, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. Wild 
Thought Thursdays, 10 p.m., $10. 

Love + Propaganda: 85 Campton Place, San 
Francisco. Computer Love, Free. 

The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco. 
LSG New Music Series, 8 p.m., $6. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Thirst Trap Thursday, The latest hip-hop and Top 
AO jams with DJ Eric Brian, 9 p.m., Free. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. BFF.fm, w/ 
Drew Smith. Rotating BFF.fm DJs spin a variety 
of tunes including indie rock, garage, electronic 
music, and more., 9 p.m., Free. 


Lemaitre: W/ Night Lights, 9 p.m., $25. 
August Hall, 420 Mason St, San Francisco. 
Little Steven & The Disciples of Soul: 8 
p.m., $69.50. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 

San Francisco. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 8 


The Allman Family Revival: 9 p.m., $40. The 
Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

Royal Jelly Jive: W/ Sun Hop Fat, 9 p.m., 
$20. The Independent, 628 Divisadero, 
San Francisco. 

She & Him: W/ special guest Jamie Lee, 8 
p.m., $40.50. The Masonic, 1111 California, 
San Francisco. 

WONDER-Full 15 SF: A Tribute to Stevie 
Wonder: W/ DJ Spinna, 9 p.m., $25. 
Mezzanine, 444 Jessie, San Francisco. 


SUNDAY, DEC. 9 


Peter Bjorn and John: W/ Talos, 8 p.m., $25. 
The Independent, 628 Divisadero, San 
Francisco. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 11 


Atreyu: W/ Memphis May Fire, Ice Nine Kills, 
Sleep Signals, 7 p.m., $28.50. The Fillmore, 
1805 Geary, San Francisco. 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 12 


Beach Fossils & WAVVES: W/ Spiritual Camp, 
8 p.m., $25. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San 
Francisco. 

Kurt Vile and the Violators: W/ Jessica Pratt, 
8 p.m., $36. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 
Telegraph, Oakland. 





Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Throwback 
Thursdays,” w/ DJ Jorge Terez, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., 
Free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. 1999," w/ DJ 
Mark Andrus., 9 p.m., Free. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. “Next Level 
Thursdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. 
“Bubble,” 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. EaSWay, 
Rapper EaSWay returns home to the Bay Area 
for an exclusive performance of his highly-antic- 
ipated second EP, “Nothing to Lose.,”’ 8-10 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Chris 
Songco, w/ Carlie Mari, LEX the Lexicon Artist, 8 
p.m., Free, hotelutahevents@gmail.com. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Groove 
Theory,” w/ DJ Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. 
“Peaches,” w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady 
Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 
10 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco. Live 
Jazz at The Elite Cafe, Thursdays, 6:30-9:30 
p.m., Free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


FRIDAY, DEC. 7 


ROCK 


Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. Boy Division 
/ December Edition / SF Firefighters Toy Drive!, 
The second installment of Cat Club SF’s NEW 
second Friday lineup!, 9:30 p.m.-3 a.m., $5-$8, 
boydivisionsf@gmail.com. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Ivor 
Collins, 8 p.m. 

The Condor Club: 560 Broadway, San Francisco. 
The Bloozdogz, Fridays, 3-7 p.m.; Thursdays, 
4-7 p.m., Free. 

Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco. “Take 
a Trip: Old Music for Dance People,” w/ DJ John 
Diaz, 10 p.m., free. 

Great American Music Hall: 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. Pinback, w/ Morricone Youth, 9 
p.m., $27. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Oldies Night,” w/ DJs Primo, Daniel, Lost Cat, 
friends, first Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $4. 

LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, San Francisco. Friday Night 
Blues, weekly blues dance lessons and DJ party, 
8 p.m., $11-$15. 

The Lost Church: 65 Capp, San Francisco. Queer 
Folk Punk Show, Three of the most acclaimed 
transgender singer-songwriters share the 
stage. w/ Shawna Virago, Mya Byrne, and Ryan 
Cassata, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15, mgmt@ryancassata. 
com; Queer Songwriter Showcase, Featuring 
Shawna Virago, Mya Byrne and Ryan Cassata, 
8:15 p.m., $15. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Lapalux, 
w/ Russell Butler, 9 p.m., $20. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Lisa Kin- 
dred, first Friday of every month, 4 p.m.; Lonnie’s 
Eggs, first Friday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. Me First and The 
Gimme Gimmes, w/ Drakulas, Mean Jeans, Thu., 
Dec. 6, 8 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 7, 8 p.m., $25. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Doyle, 
w/ The Memphis Murder Men, Brume, 9 p.m., $22. 

Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco. Jinx Jones & The 
KingTones, first Friday of every month, 9 p.m. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Majestic 
Casual, w/ Chris McClenney, Noah Slee, 10 


p.m., $20. 

Audio: 316 tith St., San Francisco. Le Youth, w/ 
Spacely, 10 p.m., $15. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘“Manimal,” 
9 p.m., free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. | Candy, 
9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Strange- 
love,’ New Wave, industrial, goth, and gloomy 
‘80s with DJ Tomas Diablo, first Friday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.). 

Columbus Cafe: 562 Green, San Francisco. SOUL 
TIME! Funky Soul First Fridays, DJ's spinning 
1960's & 70's funk, soul, crossover, northern soul, 
and disco all on original vinyl 45 records., first 
Friday of every month, 8:30 p.m.-1a.m., Free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 lith St., San Francisco. Riddm 
Hours, w/ Helicopter Showdown, Xaebor, Seriph, 


Dare, Vatic, K9, J-Costa, first Friday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $17-$25. 

The Grand Nightclub: 520 Fourth St., San Fran- 
cisco. Latino Fridays, World Class DJ's playing 
the best Latin Hits x Top 40 x Hip Hop, 10 p.m.-2 
a.m., Free. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. “Flight 
Fridays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. CID Inc, w/ 
Vincenzo, 9:30 p.m., $25. 

Oasis: 298 Tith St., San Francisco. ‘Polyglamorous,” 
first Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $7-$10. 
Origin: 1538 Fillmore, San Francisco. “OMGF,” 

9:30 p.m. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Hard,” w/ DJ 
Haute Toddy, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $3. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Raven," 
Every Friday with DJ Mark Andrus. Free before 


ONE OF AMERICA’S LARGEST MEN’S AND BOY'S 


HUST BE SULE 


UP TO 


0% OFF 
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Exclusions Apply* 
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Tipm., 9 p.m.-2 a.m., $10, info@ravenbarsf.com. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Vittles,” 
w/ DJ Bulldog Mike, first Friday of every month, 
8 p.m. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. ‘Soul 
Funky,” w/ resident DJ Kevin Garcia, first Friday 
of every month, 7-10 p.m., free. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. “Dance 
Fridays," weekly salsa & bachata party, 7:30 p.m. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. In The Groove 
- First Fridays, w/ Seriation, Scott Beatz. In The 
Groove features a refreshingly unique infusion of 
remixed hits from yesterday & today., 10 p.m.-2 
a.m., Free, wishsfevents@gmail.com. 


HIP-HOP 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Shad, w/ Frak, Versoul, 9 p.m., $15. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco. Top 
40 Dance Party, DJ Souljah & guests, spinning 
current & classic hip hop, top 40 hits. No Cover, 
no dress code. 9pm-closing, $3 drink specials/ 
vodka cranberry/lemon drops. Pool Tables & 
Beer Pong, 9 p.m., Free. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Quinoa 
Co-Op, first Friday of every month, 8-10 p.m., 
Free. 

Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco. Audium 9, 
8:30 p.m., $20. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Don 
Prell’s SeaBop Ensemble, first Friday of every 
month, 5:30 p.m., $10 suggested donation per 
adult; Stu Pilorz/Mark Rinta Quartet, Stu Pllorz 
and Mark Rinta lead the band for a weekly 
after-work jazz party., Fridays, 5:30-8 p.m., 
$10 suggested donation. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘’Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco. John 
Kalleen Group, first Friday of every month, 7 p.m. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Her Skillet Lickin’ Soultet, first Friday 
of every month, 10 p.m. 
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Comstock Saloon: 155 Columbus, San Francisco. 
Gaucho, Mondays, Fridays, 8-11 p.m., Free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Wrapped in 
Plastic, first Friday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 
9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Joyce Grant, 
8 p.m., free. 


ROCK 


Uptown Nightclub: 1928 Telegraph, Oakland. 
First Friday Showcase, A live music showcase 
celebrating Bay Area artists and musicians., first 
Friday of every month, 5 p.m., Free. 


SATURDAY, DEC. 8 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Laura Gibson, w/ Meric Long, Sea Of Bees, 
8:30 p.m., $17. 

Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. 
Derek Schmidt: Major Arcana, Each of the 22 
songs represents one of the trump cards of 
the tarot deck, from the Fool to the Universe, 
embodying aspects and symbols for that card, 
both on a symbolic and personal level. | combine 
electronic and acoustic arrangements with my 
own songwriting to capture each card., 8 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Tormenta 
Tropical,” w/ resident DJs Oroll & Theory, second 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Cloning Dolly, w/ Marty Gold, 9 p.m., $15. 

PianoFight: 144 Taylor, San Francisco. Gutter Swan 
Happy Hour, Sat., Dec. 8, 5:30-7:30 p.m., Free, 
infotron@pianofight.com. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Dave Work- 
man, second Saturday of every month, 4 p.m. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., San Francisco. The Slackers, 
w/ The Aggrolites, Viernes 13,, Big Dwayne & 
Another Jerk (DJ Set), 9 p.m., $22. 

St. Mary's Pub: 3845 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Bangarang Crash," w/ resident DJs Shawn 
Atkinson, Madame Streggae, Sir Rudy Blackout, 
Special Lord B, and the Mighty Zeke, second 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Spite, 
w/ Left Behind, Orthodox, Depths of Hatred, 
These Streets, Koba, 7 p.m., $15. 

Tupelo: 1337 Grant, San Francisco. Hot Pocket, 
second Saturday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 
The Willows: 1582 Folsom St., San Francisco. SOUL 
TIME!, 60's & 70's soul ‘n funk vinyl party., Every 
third Saturday, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. continues through 

Dec. 17, Free. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Pura, 
Reggaeton, Merengue, Salsa, Bachata, Cumbia, 
Hip Hop, Top 40, $10; “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20. 

111 Minna Gallery: 111 Minna, San Francisco. “Back 
to the ‘90s," second Saturday of every month, 
9:30 p.m., $10. 

Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘2 Men 
Will Move You," w/ DJs Primo & Jordan, second 
Saturday of every month, 9 p.m. 

Audio: 316 tith St., San Francisco. Shiba San, w/ 
DJ Dials, 10 p.m., $20. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Club Gos- 
sip," w/ DJ Damon & guests, second Saturday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $8 ($5 before 9:30 p.m.). 

DNA Lounge: 375 lth St., San Francisco. “Bootie 
S.F.,""9 p.m., $10-$20. 

The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San Francisco. 
“Empire Ballroom,” 9 p.m., $20 before 11 p.m. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Holy Cow 
Saturday, Enjoy your favorite Hip Hop & Club Hits 
at high volume!, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. DEWR, 
w/ Taylor and the Pretty Noises; Meant to Bend, 9 
p.m.-midnight, $10, hotelutahevents@gmail.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. Sin- 
fulSaturdays, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free, host@infu- 
sionlounge-sf.com; “Infusion Saturdays," 10 
p.m.-2 a.m., $10. 

Lone Star Saloon: 1354 Harrison, San Francisco. 
Studio 5'4," SF's disco celebration of shorties 
w/ DJ Omnibot, 9 p.m., $5. 
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Indie pop 


PETER BJORN AND JOHN 


8 p.m., Sunday, Dec. 9, at The Independent. $25; theindependentsf.com 


Photo by Johan Bergmark 


Some 12 years after taking over the indie music world with their surprise hit “Young Folks,” Peter Bjorn and John are 
deep into their career, producing their most sonically ambitious material yet while retaining the quirky sweetness 
that defines their sound. The Swedish trio — aptly composed of singer-guitarist Peter Moren, bassist Bjorn Yttling, 
and percussionist John Eriksson — all started the band in 1999 after sharing an interest in 60s baroque-pop, among 
other peculiar tastes. They released their self-titled debut album and sophomore effort Falling Out in 2002 and 2004, 
respectively, but their breakout onto the international stage came with 2006’s Writer’s Block, a delightfully strange 
indie-pop opus crowned by the whistle-centric earworm “Young Folks,” along with other signature cuts like “Amster- 
dam” and “The Chills.” That and the haunting, lonely album cover made Writer’s Block a defining work of the decade 
that would greatly influence later indie pop artists. The band went on to experiment with darker themes and instru- 
mental material on follow-ups Seaside Rock and Living Things, and they released another instant indie classic with 
Gimme Some, echoing a return to their sunshine-y roots with a heavier focus on guitar. The group’s latest, October’s 
Darker Days, is an infectiously catchy yet sleekly grim collection of welcomingly thoughtful indie pop that hears the 
three musicians at their most creatively confident peak. Tim Casagrande 


Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Bounce!,” 
9 p.m., $3. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“El SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & EI Kool 
Kyle, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Fehrplay, w/ 
Zehv, 9:30 p.m., $25. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. Snow Ball: a 
Wintery Wonderland Party, w/ Syd Gris, DJ Icon, 
9:30 p.m., $18; Snow Ball : with Opel & Permission 
Granted in association with Beats Drop Cancer, 
W/ Syd Gris, DJ Icon, Kudeki, Cptn Jay, Oona X, 
Cara Mazzi, Wayne Lynch, Zara Mez, Funkenstein, 
Dancing Mandy, and more., 9:30 p.m., $13 - $18. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Saturgay,”’ w/ 
DJ Stanley Frank, 9 p.m.-2 a.m., Free before 
10pm, $3 after. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. Club Raven 
- Throwbacks & More, Video DJ Mark Andrus 
spinning throwback music videos & more!, 9 
p.m.-2 a.m., $10, info@ravenbarsf.com. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Savoir 
Adore, w/ Lean, Le Solitaire, 8 p.m., $15; “Cock- 
block,” second Saturday of every month, 10 
p.m., $10. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. ‘Pound 
Puppy,” w/ DJs Taco Tuesday & Kevin O'Connor, 


second Saturday of every month, 10 p.m. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. Good Vibes 
Saturday, Good Vibes Dance Party, no cover, 9:30 
p.m.-2 a.m., free. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Frolic: A 
Celebration of Costume & Dance,” furry party 
with resident DJ NeonBunny, second Saturday 
of every month, 8 p.m., $8 ($4 in costume). 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. ‘‘Hell’a 
Tight!,”’ w/ Lindsay Slowhands, second Saturday 
of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. Our House 
December Edition, w/ P-DUB, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., 
Free, wishsfevents@gmail.com; “Our House,” 
w/ resident DJs Jes-E & Bobby Orozco, second 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Kap G, 
10:30 p.m., $20. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco. Kayvon Music, w/ Chris O'Bannon, 
Surveen Singh, LeeLonn, 9 p.m., $13. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Cameo 
Fridays, Hip-hop from the 80's, 90's, and today’s 
Top 40, 10 p.m.-2 a.m. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 


“Straighten It Out,” w/ DJ Jerry Nice, second 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 

The Lister: 77 Cambon Drive, San Francisco. 80's 
and 90's Throwback Party, w/ DJs and MCs, 9 
p.m., Free. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Craig 
Ventresco and/or Meredith Axelrod, Saturdays, 
4-6 p.m., free. 

Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco. Audium 9, 
8:30 p.m., $20. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. Mision 
Flamenca, Monthly live flamenco music and 
dance performances., second Saturday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., $15. “Paris-Dakar African Mix 
Coupe Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco. Kami- 
kaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 

Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, San Francisco. Caffe 
Trieste Saturday Concert, 2 p.m. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Damir, 
8 p.m. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Willie G, 8 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
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Hip-hop 


(at Red Bull Music: Generations) 7 p.m., Friday, Dec. 7, at The UC Theatre. $15; theuctheatre.org 


A founding member of the Bay Area’s monumental HBK Gang, the hip-hop collective that helped launch the careers 
of local superstars like Kehlani and G-Eazy, P-Lo’s career is one defined by perseverance and limitless ambition. The 
producer-rapper phenom, who hails from the East Bay, co-founded the HBK Gang in 2008 with other talents like 
Iamsu! while still in high school, bringing a new, kinetic energy into the Bay Area’s hip-hop scene. P-Lo’s impressive 
production chops have made him a highly in-demand talent behind the scenes, producing tracks for Wiz Khalifa, YG, 
and Trey Songz — but the producer has also established himself as a rapper to pay attention to, turning heads with 
his acclaimed 2013 mixtape MBMGC 2. Last year saw the release of P-Lo’s first full-length LP, More Than Anything, 

a creatively bold collection of distinctly Bay Area rap that he followed up with July’s PRIME, which sounds as if it is 
ready to explode on the charts with insanely catchy hooks and deeply layered production. P-Lo leads the lineup of 
Generations, a showcase that celebrates the Filipino-Bay Area connection, with some help from Oakland rising-rapper 
ALLBLACK and Manila-vocalist Jess Connelly. Tim Casagrande 


BrazilVox, second Saturday of every month, 
9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. ‘Club 
Fuego,” 8 p.m. 


SUNDAY, DEC. 9 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
The 6th Annual Festive Festival Of Bands Benefit 
Concert, w/ The Great White Shark, Beyond 
2000, Golden Gate Rockers, 3 p.m., $20. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Be Un- 
broken: Bluegrass Fire Relief Benefit Concert & 
Auction, w/ The T Sisters, Lost Radio Flyers, Blue 
Summit, Chuck Poling, 8 p.m., $25. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. The 
Luxomatics, 6 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Carriers, 
w/ Nick Flessa, Dead Poet Society, 3 p.m., $10, 
hotelutahevents@gmail.com. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues 
Power, 4 p.m.; The Door Slammers, second 
Sunday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. Sun- 
dance Saloon, Gay-friendly country dancing, 
Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m., $5. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Big Top,” 
9 p.m., free. 

The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco. “Kick It!: 
‘80s at 8,” w/ DJ MC2, 8 p.m. 

EI Valenciano: 1153 Valencia, San Francisco. Rincon 
Cuba Descarga (Cuban Dance Party)celebrating 
2018 San Francisco Bay Area Cuban Festival, 
Join us in celebrating the 2018 San Francisco 
Bay Area Cuban Festival. Special Sunday Party 
on October 2ist from 6-1lpm at El Valenciano 
(1153 Valencia, San Francisco). Come to enjoy 
our music, food and cultural heritage., This 
Sunday, live music by Son Chévere (Son group) 
and Sentimiento y Manana (Changi group)., 
Sundays, 5-11 p.m. Continues through Dec. 29, 
$10, sanfranciscobacubanfestival@gmail.com. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” w/ 
DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 10 p.m., free. 

Holy Cow: 1535 Folsom, San Francisco. Holy Sun- 
days, Day and night club party, Sundays, 3-9 p.m. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Sweater Funk,” 10 p.m., free. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Jock,” 
Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 

MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Bounce,"' 10 p.m. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. WERD., w/ 
CINTHIE (Beste Modus / Berlin), 9 p.m., $5-10. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,” 9:30 p.m., free. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco. DCMBR, w/ Sabrina Sounds, Drew 
Allen, 8 p.m., $16. 

Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco. ‘Select 
Sundays,” w/ DJs Lando & Natural, 10 p.m. 
Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. nothing,now- 
here., w/ Wicca Phase Springs Eternal, smrt- 

death, St. Panther, 7:30 p.m., $22. 


JAZZ 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. 
“Brazil & Beyond,” 7 p.m., free. 

Brenda's French Soul Food: 652 Polk, San Fran- 
cisco. Gaucho, Sundays, 5-8 p.m., Free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Tradi- 
tional Irish Session, Sundays, 6 p.m.; Mondays, 
8 p.m. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Salsa Sundays, 
second and fourth Sunday of every month, 3 
p.m., $8-S10. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco. Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m., 
free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Sunday Sessions, 10 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. 


Seisitin, 9 p.m. 
Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
The Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 
The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. 
Lavay Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, Danny 
Castro, and Nick Fishman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 8:30 p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. Sunday Blues Jam 
with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m., free. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, San 
Francisco. The Flamenco Room, 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


MONDAY, DEC. 10 


ROCK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Pick 
Bluegrass Jam, second Monday of every month, 
6 p.m., free. 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., San 
Francisco. Damir, 10 p.m. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Emma 
Ruth Rundle, w/ Jaye Jayle, Hether Fortune, 
8 p.m., $15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Peter 
Lindman, 4 p.m.; The Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Opulence,” 
9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 ith St., San Francisco. “Death 
Guild,” 18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe 
Radio, Melting Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“"M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays),” w/ DJ Gordo 
Cabeza & Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., free. 

Oasis: 298 Tith St., San Francisco. ‘Beat It!: An 
‘80s Night,” 8 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Sky- 
larking,” w/ I&l Vibration, 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Return of the Cypher- Hip Hop R.O.T.C., Return 
of the Cypher is the Bay Area’s premier Hip 
Hop weekly. Cyphers accompanied by a live 
band. All Emcees and vocalists are welcome to 
participate., 9 p.m.-2 a.m. continues through 
Jan. 1, Free, hiphoprotc@gmail.com. 


JAZZ 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Tradi- 
tional Irish Session, Sundays, 6 p.m.; Mondays, 
8 p.m. 

Comstock Saloon: 155 Columbus, San Francisco. 
Gaucho, Mondays, Fridays, 8-11 p.m., Free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open 
Mic with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz 
Hot, 7 p.m., free. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
SalsaCrazy Dance Night, w/ lessons by Evan 
Margolin, 7 p.m., $60/four weeks. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Steve Nelson Trio Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


TUESDAY, DEC. 10 


ROCK 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Drew Southern Band, second Tuesday of every 
month, 8 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. 
Tengger Cavalry, 9 p.m., $20. 

Johnny Foley's Irish House: 243 O'Farrell St., 
San Francisco. The Stan Erhart Band, 10 p.m. 
The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Dead 
River Rebels, w/ Schlotman, Tango Hustle, 

Doctor Deaf, 8:30 p.m., $6. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
The Crow Eaters, 7 p.m., free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“Slow Jams,” w/ DJ Primo & friends, first and 
second Tuesday of every month, 9:30 p.m.; 
fourth and Last Tuesday of every month, 9:30 
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p.m., free. 

The Regency Ballroom: 1300 Van Ness Avenue, 
San Francisco. Minus the Bear, w/ Tera Melos, 
8 p.m., $25. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. G.G. Amos 
Duo, 4 p.m. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. 
“High Fantasy," w/ DJ Myles Cooper, drag 
performances, more, 10 p.m., $5. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Cock Shot,” 
9 p.m., free. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Underground 
Nomads,” w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, 
and Dulce Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free 
before 9:30 p.m.). 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “Tutu Tuesday,” 
w/ resident DJ Atish, second Tuesday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $10 ($2 in a tutu before 11 p.m.). 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Advance 
Base, w/ Lisa/Liza, Stephen Steinbrink, 8 p.m., 
$12, hotelutahevents@gmail.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. “Startup 
Tuesdays,” 10 p.m., free with RSVP. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “Bless Up,” 
w/ Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Sound- 
pieces,” 10 p.m.; Soundpieces, 10 p.m., $10. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “Music 
Therapy,” w/ DJ Clave, 9 p.m.-1:30 a.m., Free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. “BoomSwing 
Tuesdays,” w/ DJ Tyler Ryan, 9 p.m., free. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. 
“Shelter,” 10 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. 2nd Tuesday's, 
Deep house music, second Tuesday of every 
month, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 


HIP-HOP 


Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘“Phat Tuesday,” 
w/ DJs Scotty Fox & Clinton Lee, 8 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. Smith 
Dobson, 10 p.m., free. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, San 
Francisco. “‘Echale Mas Salsa,’ 8 p.m., free ($10 
with salsa lessons). 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. 
Seisitin, 9 p.m. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. Live Jazz, 
Live jazz music and drink specials., 9 p.m.-2 
a.m., Free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
West Side Jazz Club, 4:30 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. ‘Tuesday 
Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 


ROCK 


Uptown Nightclub: 1928 Telegraph, Oakland. Two 
Piece Tuesdays, A weekly event featuring live 
music, delicious cocktails and Taropy with Miss 
Ginger., Tuesdays, 7-10 p.m., Free. 


WEDNESDAY, DEC. 11 


ROCK 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Bay 
City Blues, w/ Chris Cain, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

Great American Music Hall: 859 O'Farrell, San 
Francisco. An Evening With Pinegrove, 8:30 
p.m., $24. 

The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Fran- 
cisco. Rock and Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, This 
Classic blues & funk jam session is a popular 
mid-week event featuring great local blues 
players. No cover ever!, 8 p.m.-1:30 a.m., Free, 
Info@theluckyhorseshoe.com. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Smoked Out 
Soul,’ w/ Zebuel & guests, fourth and second 
Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m.; Lantz Lazwell 
& The Vibe Tribe, 9:30 p.m., Free. 

The Regency Ballroom: 1300 Van Ness Avenue, 
San Francisco. VNV Nation, w/ Holygram, The 
Rain Within, 7 p.m., $32.50. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Americano Social Club, second Wednesday of 
every month, 9 p.m. 
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The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Big 
Bones & Chris Siebert, Every other Wednesday, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Pussy Party,’’ 
w/ Sasha, Ms. Jackson, and guests, 9 p.m., free. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. 
“Baobab!,”’ timba dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 
10 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “‘Bondage- 
A-Go-Go," w/ DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 
9:30 p.m., $7-$10. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. “EPR,” 
18+ dance party, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘““Housepitality,” 
9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco. Industry 
Night, 10 p.m.-2 a.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. “Juicy,” 9 
p.m.-2 a.m., Free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“Burn Down the Disco,” w/ DJs 2shy-shy & 
Melt w/U, second Wednesday of every month, 
9 p.m., free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Wayback 
Wednesday,” w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 

The Regency Ballroom: 1300 Van Ness Avenue, San 
Francisco. VNV Nation, w/ Holygram, The Rain 
Within., 7-11:30 p.m., $32.50, RegencyBallroom@ 
gmail.com. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Beacon, w/ 
Twinkids, Bodyimage, Aaron Axelsen, 8 p.m., $15. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco. “EQ Wednes- 
days,” 10 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Gaucho, 
Eric Garland’s Jazz Session, The Amnesiacs, 
7p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Latin 
Lounge,"’ Wednesdays, 5-10 p.m. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco. Patrick 
Wolff, 10 p.m., free. 

Comstock Saloon: 155 Columbus, San Francisco. 
Live Music at Comstock Saloon (no cover, no 
minimum) - Wednesday Nights, Enjoy live music 
at Comstock Saloon (no cover or minimum) and 
listen to Johnson-Saunders Trio, or Citizen's 
Quarter, or Sheldon Brown Trio every Wednesday 
night!, Wed., Dec. 12, 5-11 p.m.; Wed., Dec. 19, 5-11 
p.m.; Wed., Dec. 26, 5-11 p.m. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, San 
Francisco. “Bachatalicious,” 7 p.m., $5-$10. 
Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. David 
Byrd and Byrds of a Feather, Wednesdays, 7-10 

p.m., Free. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. 
“Frigo-International Discotheque,” w/ DJs 
2shy-shy & Melt w/U, second Wednesday of 
every month, 9:30 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Zach Brough 
& Friends, 4 p.m. 

Savanna Jazz: 2937 Mission St., San Francisco. Abe 
Imansia Jazz Group, Wednesdays, 7:30-1:30 p.m. 

Scopo Divino: 2800 California Street, San Fran- 
cisco. Steve Nelson Trio, Wednesdays, 7-10 p.m., 
free, tim@scopodivino.com. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco. Ricardo Scales, Wednesdays, 
6:30-1:30 p.m., $5. 
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Indie folk 


LAURA GIBSON 


8 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 8, at Bottom of the Hill. $14; bottomofthehill.com 


Now an MFA recipient, singer-songwriter Laura Gibson has always made interesting folk-tinged indie pop with in- 
sightful lyricism, but her songwriting talents have approached peak levels with the recent release of her emotional 
opus Goners. The classically trained cellist and native Oregonian is a fixture of the Pacific Northwest’s folk-pop scene, 
releasing her debut album If You Come to Greet Me in 2006. Gibson’s critically acclaimed third album, 2012’s La Grande, 
was inspired by her experiences in the small Oregon town it is named after, and it’s a heartfelt recollection of her 
home state presented through a rich but moody atmosphere. While living in New York to complete her MFA, she lost 
most of her belongings when her apartment burned down, a devastating experience that would inspire her fourth al- 
bum, 2016's Empire Builder. After completing her Master’s, Gibson returned to songwriting to explore themes of death 
and grief, which inspired the bulk of material found on Goners. Gibson says of the album that “Goners seemed an apt 
title because it speaks of both the future and the past. The word is used for two types of people: those who lose them- 
selves in the ones they love, and those whose deaths are imminent.” Tim Casagrande 
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CRINGE AND PURGE 


by Dan Savage 


I’m a 59-year-old man in good health. For basically my 
whole adult life, 've had this problem during intercourse 
with a woman of (1) being very quick to come and (2) hav- 
ing a too intense “cringey” sensation when I come. This has 
led to often going soft at the prospect of intercourse. This 
too-intense feeling makes me stop moving when I come, 
which is not satisfying at all. It doesn’t happen with hand 
jobs or oral sex—they feel fine and good. Is this a known 
phenomenon? And, most importantly, what can I do to 
get to a point where I can enjoy intercourse? This seriously 
messes up my enjoyment of sex and my confidence with 
women. One time, and only one time (out of many with 
a particular girlfriend), I had intercourse and it felt fine 
when I came, still thrusting, so I know it’s possible. I have 
been practicing with a Fleshlight, but it’s still painfully 
“cringey’ when I come. It is not fun and rather depressing. 

He Always Really Dreads Penetration 
And Regrets This 


I shared your letter with Dr. Ashley Winter, a 
urologist in private practice in Portland, Oregon, and 
the cohost of The Full Release, a sex, health, and rela- 
tionship podcast. Dr. Winter wanted to note that her 
comments are a general discussion of a medical topic 
and NOT individual medical advice. She wanted me to 
emphasize this point—which she also emphasizes at 
the top of her terrific podcast—because Dr. Winter is 
a responsible doctor and not a card-carrying member 
of the Amalgamated Advice Columnists of America. 
(Membership in the AACA entitles advice columnists 
to say pretty much whatever they want.) 

“There are three issues at play here,” said Dr. 
Winter. “First, the pain or ‘cringey’ sensation only 
associated with vaginal and Fleshlight penetration. 
Second, being too quick to come. And third, erectile 
dysfunction. HARDPART insightfully suggests his 
ED may be related to his performance anxiety as well 
as anticipated pain, and I would agree with this. I 
would add that his quick ejaculation is most likely also 
caused by a mix of ED and pain—the body adapts to 
pain and erection loss by letting the swimmers off the 
hook early.” 

But why do you experience this pain only during 
penetrative sex? What is it about PIV (penis in vagina) 
or PIF (penis in Fleshlight) that causes those painfully 
cringey feelings? 

“If he thrusts more during these activities than he 
does during oral or hand stimulation, I would expect 
that either pelvic floor muscle dysfunction or a nerve 
issue related to the lower spine could be causing the 
flairs,” said Dr. Winter. “If he were my patient, I would 
want to know if he has less pain when his partner is 
on top, which would mean his pelvis is moving less. 
Also, does he have chronic low back pain? Bowel or 
bladder issues?” 

Dr. Winter and I continued to generally discuss the 
medical topics raised by your question, HARDPART, 
and we generally discussed—this is not, again, indi- 
vidual medical advice, but a general discussion—two 
things someone with your particular issue might want 
to think about doing. First, a guy with your problem 
could try taking Viagra—or a related drug—while 
also using a penis numbing spray. And a guy with your 
problem should also have his pelvic floor checked out. 
A urologist can help a guy with a problem like yours 
determine if there’s something wrong with the com- 
plex web of muscles and nerves that crowd together 
around your junk and, if it is a pelvic floor issue, refer 
him to a pelvic floor physical therapist. 

Finally, a suggestion from me, the person with 
the AACA card: A guy with a problem like yours—a 
guy whose dick works a certain way and has worked 
that way for decades—could save himself the hassle 
of physical therapy and the side effects of Viagra by 
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accepting his dick and the way his dick works. There 
are women out there who prefer oral and outercourse 
to PIV, HARDPART, and you could bed those women 
with confidence. 

Follow Dr. Ashley Winter on Twitter @AshleyG- 
Winter, and check out The Full Release podcast, which 
she cohosts with comedian Mo Mandel, at thefullre- 
leasepod.com. 


I'ma mostly straight guy in my 40s and I'm married to 
a woman. I don’t know if it’s a midlife crisis or what, but 
I’ve decided that I want to get fucked in the ass once in my 
life. I will be visiting Hamburg soon, and it’s my under- 
standing that sex work is legal in Germany. I want your 
help sorting out the legal, ethical, and practical issues. 

1. Legal issue. Paying for sex in Germany is legal, 
right? But even if sex work is legal, that doesn’t mean ev- 
ery sex worker is doing it voluntarily. I prefer people closer 
to my own age, and I imagine a 40-year-old sex worker 
is less likely to be exploited, right? What else can I do to 
ensure that I’m not with a trafficked individual? 

2. Ethical issue. After many years and many near-di- 
vorce situations, my wife and I have adopted a more 
tolerant (or more apathetic) posture toward each other. 
She has on several occasions told me that she doesn’t care 
who I fuck. While I haven't acted on it, she has said it of- 
ten enough that I believe her. We've talked about an open 
relationship, but she wasn’t enthusiastic. My best guess is 
that she doesn’t want to know if I do anything “gay,” while 
also not wanting me to form any emotional attachments. 
Do I ask her again if she really doesn’t care who I fuck? Or 
do her previous statements suffice? 

3. Practical issues. Is a condom enough protection? 
How do I avoid things like herpes and crabs? Other than 
emptying ye olde bowels, what other steps should I take 
before asking a male German escort to fuck me in the ass? 
And how do I ask? Google Translate suggests “Fick mich in 
den Arsch,” which is an unappealing thing to say. Maybe 
there's something sexier? 


Legal, Ethical, And Practical 


1. Sex work is, indeed, legal in Germany. You can 
minimize your chances of hiring someone who may 
not be doing sex work of their own free will by avoid- 
ing agencies and finding yourself an independent 
escort. But seeing as how you're looking to hire a male 
in his 40s, LEAP, your odds of hiring someone doing 
sex work under duress are very, very low. 

2. The wife who lovingly and apathetically tolerates 
your soon-to-be-fucked ass has already told you—and 
told you more than once—that she doesn’t care who 
you fuck. She also doesn’t want to know if you fuck 
someone else. Asking if she meant it immediately be- 
fore flying off to Hamburg—double-checking to make 
sure she really doesn’t care who you fuck—would ba- 
sically mean telling her you know you're going to fuck 
someone else in Hamburg (and fuck them all “gay” 
and shit), and she’s already told you she doesn’t want 
to know. Taking her at her word, i.e., allowing her pre- 
vious statements to suffice, is the right thing to do. 

3. A condom offers highly effective protection 
from HIV, gonorrhea, syphilis, and chlamydia. For 
added protection, LEAP, ask your doctor about getting 
on PrEP, aka Truvada, before your trip. It’s a daily pill 
that, once built up to full strength (roughly a week), 
provides highly effective protection against HIV in- 
fection. While condoms do provide some protection 
against herpes, neither condoms nor PrEP will save 
you from crabs. To make sure your one-and-only ass 
fucking goes well, empty ye olde bowels and then 
douche ye olde rectum. Since most German escorts, 
like most German everybodies, speak English, LEAP, 
there is no need for an English-to-German dictionary. 
Just say, “Fuck my ass, please.” 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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Real Singles, 
Real Fun... 


More Numbers: 1-800-926-6000 
Livelinks.com 18+ 


MORE NUMBERS: 
1- 800-777-8000 
GUYSPYVOICE.COM 


Who are you 
after dark? 


Free trial for men, 
always free for ladies. 





More Numbers: 
1-800-700-6666 
Redhotdateline.com 


18+ 
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CMT & Licensed Beautician , * Free Private Garage Parking 
Over 10 years professional experience , * Free Vichy Table shower 
specialized in Deep tissue Massage , waxing and facial * Free 60 Minutes of Bliss 
DIFFERENT. LOCAL. Atte 
RELEVANT. FREE Bk. 5p ae Best Therapeutic Asian massage in town 
Strong & Deep Tissue Massage Available 
THE VOICE OF SAN 


FRANCISCO Open DailyalOAMAlORM 415-567-8825 
266 Sutter (5th Flr) in SF Menried Free garage parking 
including free body scrub and table shower 


VIP Massage 
Full Body Massage 
ai=\j a. a @1(-to [am Relereii(ola 


Beautiful Chinese, Japanese, & Korean Girls 


SFWEEKY 415-658-7886 
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Versatile Latina 
Escort Service 
36’yo, 5"7, 38DD, 

8” functional 

oakland, lake merrit 
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BEAUTIFUL STAFF 
COZY ENVIRONMENT 
WALK-INS WELCOME 


706 SACRAMENTO ST. 
AT KEARNY - SF, CA 94108 
415.872.9596 
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Grand Opening 
7 


The Best Massage in town! 
Pretty Masseusses 


Swedish Massage 
$50/Hour 

Deep Tissue Massage 
$60 /Hour ($40/30 Min) 
Full Body Scrub 

$35 


New Oasis Day Spa 
2501 Clement St 
San Francisco CA 94121 
415-668-6299 
www.newoasisdayspa.com 
7 days a week 10 am-9 pm 








New Free a ack Walk J 7 


9%. 2505 Judah Street . SF. CA 94122 
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Best Asian 
Massage in , 
Oakland! / 


Beautiful Young Staff \ 


Ma Health Spa 


(510) 419-3909 
Open 9-10:30 7 days 


324 10th Street #309 
Oakland, CA 
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602 Jackson St. @ Kearny 
San Francisco, CA 94133 
415.781.5224 








Public Notices 








FICTITIOUS 
BUSINESS 
NAMES 





FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 
File No. A-0383755-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Evolved SF, 3067 24th 
Street, San Francisco, 
CA 94110, County of San 


ADULT SERVICES 
\/ SWEET & 
PETITE 
Call Debbie 


at 650-630-3815 
TEE EEE 
** FREE Partyline 24/7** 
*Free 1on1 8-9PM daily* 
415-691-3100, 925-953-1001 
or WebPHONE on LiveMatch.com 


Busty Bronze Brickhouse 
36F-24-36 

Outlall massage Only. 

Call Brazille 510-322-2859 


REAL ESTATE WANTED 
WANTS TO purchase 
minerals and other oil & 
gas interests. Send details 
to P.O. Box 13557, Denver, 
CO 80201 


HANDYMAN 


Specialist in Home Repairs 
(Plumbing, Elec, Roof, Dry 
Wall, Flrs, 

Tile, etc.) No Lic. 

Manny 415-850-9326 


SUNS, 


BUILDER INC: 


¢ Additions » Remodeling 


¢ Framing * Foundations 
¢ Decks « Fences « Dry Rot 


650.922.4786 
415.517.4367 


lic # 997180 
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Francisco 

Registered Owner(s): 

Thalia Jaceline Leon, 3944 
Mission St., San Francisco, 
CA 94112 

Fernando Miguel Ramirez, 
242 Brookdale Ave., San 
Francisco, CA 94134 

The business is conducted by: 
a general partnership 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 
11/14/2017 

| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A_ registrant who 





CONSTRUCTION 


Remodel & Repair Kitchen, 
Bath, Painting 

Stucco, Siding, Windows 
Seismic, Foundation 

Lic #582766 

Bonded, Insured 

Call Mike 415-279-1266 








MARK LIU 
CONSTRUCTION CO 


General Building Contractor 
Kitchen » Bath « Additions 
Decks « Stairs * Siding 
Plastering ¢ Painting 
Plumbing ¢ Electrical & More 


18 Years Experience 
ales 
Affordable 
English & Chinese 
Free Estimates 


19, 130-1018 


Lic #861780 Insured/Bonded 


Advertise in 
SF WEEKLY Classifieds. 


Call: 415-359-2600 
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declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 

S/ Thalia Leon 

This statement was filed with 
the San Francisco County 
Clerk on October 26, 2018 
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
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the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 
days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 


NEWS. FOOD & DRINK 


CONSTRUCTION 


E & 
MARBLE 


te Countertops 

aba & Bath Floors 
Bathtub Enclosures 

Shower Stalls » Countertops 


be ett 










HAULING 


HAULING & CLEANING 
Yard, garage, basement, 
trash, moving, handyman. 
Call George 

415-756- 136 


INDEPENDENT 
HAULERS 

$40 & UP HAUL 

Since 1988, Lic/Insured 
Free Estimates 

A+ BBB Rating 

(650) 341-7482 


HAULING 24/7 
Remove carpet, appliances, 
sofas, 


concrete. Large Truck. 
BILL 415-441-1054 





ROOFING 


HERNANDEZ ROOFING 
New & Re-roof, repairs. 
Free Estimate 

Lic # 860945 

ALL 415-640-7536 


Advertise in 
SF WEEKLY Classifieds. 
Call: 415-359-2600 
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another under federal, state, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code e). 

11/22, 11/29, 12/6, 12/13/18 
CNS-3195057# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0383905-00 
Fictitious Business Name(s): 
Jumu’ah Publishing, 1010 
16th St. #314, SF, CA 94107, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 
Maria Hernandez, 1010 16th 
St. #314, SF, CA 94107 


oa 
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ROOFING 









ROOFING INC. 


COMMERICAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL 
ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
SHEET METAL WORK 
SKYLIGHTS 


Best Price ¢ Best Work 
Best Service 
Sr. Disc e Free Est Lic#937035 


650-589-2775 
650-343-6671 


DOMINGUEZ 
ROOFING 


Residential 
Commerical 
New Roofing 
Re-Roofing 


FREE ESTIMATE 
415-583-0528 
Lic/Bond #844128 


PAINTING 


8.0.5, PAINTING 


¢ Wallpaper Installation 
and Removal 
¢ Int./Ext, Painting 


¢ Free Estimate 
¢ Senior Discount 


415.269.0446 
650-738-9295 


www. sospainting.com 


Lic.#526818 





PAINTING 
FERDINAND PAINTING 


INTERIOR/EXTERIOR, 
QUALITY WORK, FREE EST, 
INSURED. 


LIC # 190550 415-468-0914 


FENCES DECKS & 
STAIRS 


ALTERATION/ 
FENCES/STAIRS 


DECKS 


HOUSEHOLD REPAIR 


NO JOB 100 SMALL 
415.717.0000 


HELP WANTED 


San Francisco Media Co., 

is looking for motivated, 
energetic and outgoing 
individuals to join our Street 
Team/Promotions program. 
This is a part-time, paid, entry 
level position 


As a Street Team/Promo 
Representative, you will learn 
from other members who will 
act as San Francisco Examiner, 
SF Weekly and other brand 
ambassadors at on-site 
promotions. On-site tasks you 
will learn include: assisting 
with events, set-up/tear-down 
of equipment, distributing 
promotional material, 
product sampling, interface 
with clients, readers and the 
general public. Duties within 
the Promotions Department 
will include, but are not 
limited to, assisting with 
event preparation (packing 
event materials and loading 
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The business is conducted by: 
an individual 

The registrant commenced to 
transact business under the 
fictitious business name or 
names listed above on 11/8/18 
| declare that all information 
in this statement is true and 
correct. (A_ registrant who 
declares as true any material 
matter pursuant to Section 
17913 of the Business and 
Professions code that the 
registrant Knows to be false 
is guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not to 
exceed one thousand dollars 
($1,000).) 


car), and other general office 
duties as needed. 


The ideal candidate will be a 
team player who possesses 
excellent social skills, 
communications skills, and 

is outgoing, responsible, and 
capable of multitasking. 
Street Team/Promo members 
must demonstrate a positive 
attitude, be reliable, cheerful 
and cooperative 


at all times in order to 
maintain a productive work 
environment. 


Great media and marketing 
experience! 
Other requirements: 


- Must be 21 or older 


- Must maintain a flexible 
schedule and be available; 
on-call as needed weekdays/ 
evenings/weekends 


- Maintain a professional 
appearance 


To apply, please email your 
resume with a cover letter: 


coordinators@sfmediaco.com 


Principal Software Engineer 
sought by CBS Interactive 
Inc. in San Francisco, CA. 
Act as an integrl prt of the 
Video Tech team in chrg of 
architecting video solutns 
& help build & release 
framewrks for Apple iOS 

& tvOS environs. Apply at 
www.jobpostingtoday.com 
ref #69419 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


DONATE YOUR CAR TO 
CHARITY! FAST FREE 
PICKUP-24 HR RESPONSE! 
Help Children in Need, 
Support Breast Cancer 
Education/Prevention or 
Veterans. Tax Deduction 866- 
642-3022 
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S/ Maria Hernandez 

This statement was filed with 
the San Francisco County 
Clerk on November 8, 2018 
NOTICE-In accordance with 
Subdivision (a) of Section 
17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires 
at the end of five years from 
the date on which it was filed 
in the office of the County 
Clerk, except, as provided 
in Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 
days after any change 
in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 
17913 other than a change 
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MEDICAL SERVICES 


ATTENTION VIAGRA USERS: 
Generic 100 mg blue pills or 
Generic 20 mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. 
Guaranteed, no prescription 
necessary. Call 855-371-4613 


OXYGEN - Anytime. Anywhere. 
No tanks to refill. No 
deliveries. The All-New Inogen 
One G4 is only 2.8 pounds! 
FAA approved! FREE info kit: 
855-757-3454 
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in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new 
Fictitious Business Name 
Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this 
statement does not of itself 
authorize the use in this state 
of a Fictitious Business Name 
in violation of the rights of 
another under federal, state, 
or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and 
Professions Code). 

11/22, 11/29, 12/6, 12/13/18 
CNS-3194651# 

SAN FRANCISCO WEEKLY 


ART & CULTURE © MUSIC * NIGHTLIFE EVENTS 


COMPUTER SERVICES 


COMPUTER ISSUES? FREE 
DIAGNOSIS by GEEKS ON SITE! 
Virus Removal, Data Recovery! 
24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE, In- 
home repair/On-line solutions 
.$20 OFF ANY SERVICE! 866- 
654-1557 


HEALTHCARE SERVICES 


Still paying too much for your 
MEDICATION? Save up to 90% 
on RX refill! Order today and 
receive free shipping on 1st 
order - prescription required. 
Call 855-793-3497 
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